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I will tell you what to say.
And I will tell you when to say it.
Lord Meher

We came to believe
that only a Power
greater than ourselves
could restore us
to sanity.
Step Two

I tell you this
to break your heart,
by which I mean only
that it break open and never close again
to the rest of the world
Mary Oliver




Night One

Nes Gadol Hayah Sham. A Great Miracle Happened There.!

20wkl z YT wODBUwWUT T wi BUU Whe fradifdn OflisittitgibesideRHd Han® dnll FatekingO D O
the candle burn down. I like to pass this time by telling my Story.

My Story is the story of Hanukkah.' EOQUOOET wOl EOQUw? # 1 Elify kbHthe@veatw EOE w U
Miracle that happened when the Temple in Jerusalem was defiled, restored, and rededicated in 165 BCE.?

The story of Hanukkah is a big-ass story. It takes me eight nights to tell itd w (tdghUasqueeze
everything in.

(Oz0wUI-sOywEWEDI

999

The story of Hanukkah is the greatest story I know, and the Great Miracle we celebrate when we light
the lights of Hanukkah is the greatest miracle the world has known.

When I finally understood the Great Miracle, I wept.

And ever since I understood it, even though ( Z OWOOUWEwW) I POWOU wi YI OwEw" T UPUU
every year I light the lights of Hanukkah, and sing the blessings, and almost every night I weep. Because
PTT OwadblwobOpPwUi 1 w2 UOUaOwE Odnch b Oyols thorkhtG/buialinost haveoU E E O Ou
weep.

And now I tell the Story to anyone who will listen. And if I tell it right, and sometimes I do, they
weep too.

999

( WE OOz Uwo O GachrBtianuod ONJuslimdt ay 1| P wEOE w( wEOO7z UWEEUTI dw! 1 EEUU]
we worship the same One Lord of Heaven. We are a kind of family, Children of that Same Father. And
the Great Story of Hanukkah is the Miracle of how our family came to be.

This is what the Jews of Israel understood. This is why they created this celebration, almost twenty-
two hundred years ago. The only celebration of its kind.

Eight whole days of remembrance. Eight whole days!

Now all the other celebrations of the Jews had been set out by the Lord ¢ with Dire Consequences if
the Jews failed to follow through. The Lord of the Jews was big on Dire Consequences.

But Hanukkah was different.

The Jews themselves created Hanukkah, so they faced no Dire Consequences for not observing it.
They observed it because they decided to, because they wanted to, not because they were scared not to.

1 This phrase is used in the dreidel game children are encouraged to play at Hanukkah. I love that phrased w ( Uz Uw E w
perfect four-word description of Hanukkah. ButIP OO0z OwET wOEOODPOT wEEOUUOwWEUI PET OUOwWOU wi
This is not a book for children.

23T PUwWUOOUVAWPUWEESOUUOWUOTT w) T PUOWUOW(zOwT OPOT wOOWUUT wOT 1T wil
2" 00000wWSUE? OWEEEU] YPEUTI Ew?" $2 Owi OUWEEUI UwUT ECwWEUT woOi U1 QwoE
)T U0U?2 wOUw?! 110Ul w) plUwPw b0 wEOUOEE B [ #20 w Ol w. U0w+ OUE? AwoU
coming of the Christ)t UT EU0z UwUIl EOOa wEwUT UOEwWPOwUT | wedOOI EUDYI w) 1 PDUT wl
that is telling a history of the Jews.

(zYl WEOUOWEIT E @Lnsitivg £ bridthelr Jevddh E«dition. Many observant Jews are concerned that a copy

of the typical three-letter name for the deity might get disrespectfully tossed in the trash. Those Jews therefore write

UT EVwWOE A .wEwad >y DOT wOUOwUi Owai b B @b @il DOEROa wUaOxEUT I UDEwPDUI
typing G-D. There are other respectful names for the deity, however, so I will use those instead.
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The Jews themselves decided that the Great Miracle was of such importance that they wanted always
to remember. They decided on their own forever to dedicate eight entire days of every year to
remembering. They swore of their own free will that they would forever gather their families together,
and forever sing blessings, and forever recall that moment when the world changed for them -- and in
truth for all mankind.

They lit lights for eight nights, outdoors or in windows, very visibly, so everyone could see. Everyone
should see; everyone should know ¢ because this Miracle was not just about Jews, it was about everyone.
The Jews created this celebration and this method of celebrating because they wanted everyone to know
about the Miracle. They promised to keep this celebration as important as their most sacred ancient
rituals.

And they have kept that promise for twenty-two hundred years. They have kept that promise to this
day.
It is because of their faithfulness to that promise that I have come to know of the Great Miracle, whose
wonder touches my heart. I bow to them in gratitude. Thank you faithful Jews!3
999
Now, you may have heard Hanukkah called the miracle of the lights or the miracle of the oil or some
such thing.

And this, you see, is because over the course of time, something got a little confused.

When the Great Miracle occurred, it arrived with a miraculous sign: A bottle of consecrated oil that
should have burned for a single day burned for eight days.

But, come on, who are we kidding? You call that a miracle? ( Uz UWET UUEDOOCa wOOUwhPOUUIT wl
full days remembering. The Tanakh -- the Jewish Bible, the Old Testament -- has a ton of far more
impressive miracleU wOi1 EVWEUI Oz DwEl Ol EUEUI EwEUWEOOO

Men raised from the dead, hundreds fed with a single loaf of bread, men living unburned in a
furnace, the sun going backwards, water flowing from a rock: those are some big honking miracles, but
UTT w)l PUWEPEOZz Owi |1 QwEwE®WOE ©®d wEiEd g UiwEuOE EIVEWDYIOO w

But Hanukkah has been celebrated, not for one day, but for eight full days, for twenty-two hundred
years.* Faithful Jews passed the lights of Hanukkah from hand to hand ¢ thousands of pairs of hands
have passed those lights to us.

Do you really think a bottle of Miracle Oil would merit such faithfulness?5
No. Only a Great Miracle would merit it. What seems to me to be the Greatest of Miracles.

But at some point over the last twenty-two centuries, the Great Miracle, sadly, came to be confused
with its miraculous sign, the oil.

31T EUZ UwEwUi EOD OO w! UOwOEAE]I OwbpT 1 OwadUwi il EVwUT T w206UaO0
UbT 06 w, E aubderstand thegMir@diy.

Maybe youz OOwUOET UU U E O BHanekkahdights ODT T OwOT 1

Maybe you too will light the lights with me and weep.

3(OwpOUOEWET wOPET wi OUwaOUwlUOwUEaw? 01 E OO wigHidmeanit@® OWE OwlT DU wx OD(
5 OUOw(zYl wi EEwWwUOOT wxl O0xO01 wi RxOEPOWUOwWO! wUI EQw' EQUOOCET whbUwOoI
victory. Puh-lease. If you want to celebrate a miraculous victory, celebrate the Six-Day War. ) UE EUw, EEEEEI T zUuw
YPEUOUAwWOYI UWEWODPOOUOWUDPUT Ew2il O UEPEwWT 1 O UEQwPT OwUI EOOawNUUUL
, OPUT T w#EAEOZzUBwW2O0wlUOwUx1 EOB
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-O0POwWl OPWOEEWPUwWPUwWUT ECw( zOwUTI T wOOT w0l 60O0POT wUIl PUwWUOC
And yet here I am, tears in my eyes, the one telling you the Story. Why me? Why BUOZ OwEw) I Pw O
Christian telling this story?
61 O0OO0OwW) I P U wEEIRUAWNS G PrutBOisEW Dhel stodybiHahukkalOatolEi O raulpld w
of Bible books, Macabbees I and Maccabbees II, and neither of these Bible books is in the Tanakh, the
Jewish Bible.

See, the canon of the Tanakh got frozen a few years before those books were written. The only place
you can find those two books now is in Catholic Bibles. How weird is that?

In the Catholic Bible, those two books have been squeezed between the Old Testament and the New
Testament, along with a five other books written by the Jews in the 165 years between the first Hanukkah
and the birth of Jesus.

20wbi wa OU zdUvant to vedditHe @amyFoOthe Macabbees and the re-dedication of the Temple,
the basis for one of the most important celebrations in JudaismOwU T E Uz U w b TtoHfidua@tbaid 1 1 E
Bible.

I personally guarantee that no Jew you know has ever read either of those books. No Jews have them
in their libraries, except for a few rabbis maybe, and not many of those.

Of course no Christian has ever read them either.6

999
Nobody knows this story. And anyone who starts looking into it, frankly, starts getting bewildered.
11 EOCawi EVUU8wW' PUwepOUwi T UAWOPOEWUUEUUUWEODOT wxbOPIT 110U

EOaOOUI w6l 1 OwPUwWEOOI UwUOw. OEw31 UUOEOI O0wl PUUOUaOwxI1 Ox
pretty ignorant bunch.”
But you see, the people who wrote these books ¢ and the persons that would read them | were
Learned Men.? They knew the Background ¢ not just the history of the Old Testament, but the history of
the Greeks, and Egyptians and the Babylonians and the Persians. They knew about the death of
Alexander the Great and the division of the World into Four Kingdoms.

They knew about the rise and fall of the kings of Judah, and the founding and destruction of
2000000z U0w31 OxO01 w3l 1 awoOO0il pwE E O itfdli flom thdskyl andGvialked T 1 w+ O U
across the Temple courtyard. They knew about the Lost Ark of the Covenant and the column of smoke
by day and column of fire by night that rose out of it, and how it led the Exodus Jews through the
wilderness for forty years.

They knew about the Mercy Seat, and apparition of the Face of the Lord, and the High Priest, and the
) I Pz Uwa | Eddificda madeQdtheudéinon Azazel who lived in the desert, and about the Blood of the
Red Heifer, and about the Tumors Made of Solid Gold.

6 Oh, you noticed that I exaggerate? Yes, these statement] RET T 1 UE UD OO U O w E Ulikeutbekellideg ftbmw UUD OO w
22011 x0T UUwWPbOwW21 EVOOIT 89

Keith : It's easier to be killed by a terrorist than it is to find a husband over the age of 40!

Annie : That is not true. That statistic is not true.

Becky: It's not true, but it feels true.

Keith : It feels true because it is true.
7 Actually, people are pretty ignorant EEOQUUWEwOOU wOi wUi POT UOWEUUOwWUT EUzUwl OPOT wU
book.

8 Barbra Streisand had not yet broken the gender barrier.
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If you knew the Background, when you heard even the bare bones of the Great Story, you would Get
It. And for hundreds of years, and hundreds of generations ¢ the Jews tacitly passed along the
Background along with Story, so of course, they Got It.

The writers of the Macabbees books: they knew the Background, and everyone who read their words
knew The Background, so nobody bothered to make a big deal about explaining it in the text.®

But without The Background, the Story is pretty skimpy in the Deep Meaning Department.

Now it used to be that the only school was a yeshiva, and the only books were the Tanakh or the
Talmud: and then suddenly along came Bronx Science High School and The Catcher in the Rye. That
made it tough for the Background to compete. The Background began to fade.

I think, as The Background began to fade, instead of Getting It, everybody Forgot It.
WithoUO w3 1T 1T w! EEOT UOUOE Owa OU wh §dd prilyugét th&)Sighl § thewl@vsbutnidgu, DUEE O1 u
oil.
999
( I wa O UgetBHd Great Miracle that makes your heart crack open, if all you know about it is the

Sign ¢ B Uz U w O OnolbodyOiftyimbrre gives a great big shit about Hanukkah. No wonder that nobody
can figure out why the Jews made it the most important celebration of the year.

As the Background ¢ the oral Tradition ¢ has faded, itz Uwl OU U1 OwU Gued) 1 il OR&GOO T E O
really to care about Hanukkah any more.

Most rabbis - D1 wa OUwx Ul U0wUT 1 OWEEOUUwW' EQUOOET OWEEOUUOwPT awbU0z
importance in the Jewish calendar -- most rabbis will frown a little, sort of indulgently, and tell you
' EOUOOET wb théntidded thitHe Bikle) that D Unptleally EOw? O | PEPEO? wEI Ol EUEUDOOL
And if you press them to explain why in spite of that Hanukkah has still been so consistently, faithfully,

Hanukkah has come to be a kind of red-haired stepson of religious holidays, a slightly pathetic
Christmas wannabe. Something for the kiddies. Here comes Hanukkah Harry. One of the worst days of
OCawobil whpEUwWPT I Ow( w&OOTDANT Hwi 0+®DBEHIE @ G EQluisO1pw U x w E U w
hits.

But the great ancient book of Jewish law and tradition, 0T 1 w3 E OO U E O indlingithedighis & 0 w ? O

he has nothing to eat except for what he takes from charity, he should borrow money or sell his clothing
in order tOWE Ua wOD OwE O E w ARG Qi bothetk@lao® o it thftter, the Talmud explains
why.
3T EUzUwpkPT EUw( uJWEyEE—Iémml&e{hlislfb} o dpOndBehildren. Why Hanukkah should
be of central importance to Muslims and Christians as well as Jews. Why all of them ¢ all of us -- should
celebrate that Great Miracle. Why we all share this Story.
gwwg wwg wwuw

And so iUZ Uw EOOT wol Qow Bhdv® this non-Jew, non-Christian, non-credentialed, sinful,
unworthy man telling you the Story.10

9 Ironically, those same writers were entirely aware that there was a vast Oral Tradition among the Jews that was
fading quickly, and they had just begun to write down whatever they could as fast as they could: their vast records
Ol wUT T w? UOP U R4 th€bassd (dthke keeontFeleat book of Judaism, the Talmud.
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(zOwUOUUawbUz UwOIl wE ORidiv Thd Badkgrautdd of Be(Great BGr4r1E, Bnd hardly
anyone else these days seems to. ( Z Ow E 1 U UfEtBeOMiratie Eodld have found anybody else
ANYBODY ¢ who knew The Background and knew how to write aboutitOwUT 1 Ul z EWE] WEWEDI 1 1 L
999
With religious stories, tf 1 Ul z UWEOPEAUWEOWET I OEES w! U0w( zOwUIi OODOT u
not a rabbi or a minister or imamd w( WEOOz UWEEUI whPT E0wabOUwWEI OP1 YI dw( zOu
change your mind.
Except for this: the Miracle of Hanukkah is a Great Gift, one that anyone might reach out and take.
And it may be that when you hear aboU U wD UwUT EUwa O Uz OOwWwPEOUWUOWUEOTI wbUwi O
But( WEOOz UDWBE BE i @& &b W IjBtivard yowtd kKnbwutha®yog nilghtw
(UzUwaodbUUwi UG1 UEOwWI PUTT UwbPEaS
999
300DPT T UOwWOOWOUUWI B UU @aing ko Galk Qlsairt ithe &hBentl Jdwe) whé Jlewvgs Ed they
were before Moses appeared and changed everything.
(ZOwi OPOT WwWUOWUI 00w a £ Winat) o heur thight b difOrantu thal &d@D wxpect,
x EUUPEUOEUOGa wbi wa OU pftHiswtbry tefork, like i B dhwudh Orfempl® | ET Uw
And why? Because anythinga OUz Y1 wi I EUEWEI | OUIl wPEUWUOOEwWPDUT wEOWE
have an agenda.

Even the Bible itself, which is the major source for much of this story, has an agenda. Lots of agendas.

The Bible ¢ at least the Old Testamentt PEU Oz OwbP UPUUI QOWEUWEwWUOOOwWOI wi YEOT |
Ul ET1 OU0a0OwaOUWEOUOEOZUWET wEwW) I pwU O &ijewSa thTanakh thel wE wE O

10 My forebears came from Dachau, Germany. My great-uncle and his children were Nazis.

But my great-grandfather was a German Lutheran Reformed minister who left Germany as the Nazis came to power.
My grandfather and father also were German-speaking Reformed ministers.

I was reading at two, and my first books were Old Testament picture books, and Old Testament story books and the
Bible were my main home reading material until I was a teen.

I used to think this focus on Old Testament Bible Study was just weird shit my minister father did. Now I think it
told by one who should know that I was a Nazi-murdered Jew. My own feelings, however, tell me that I was one of
the Nazi Jew murderers.

OabpEaOw( wOOOPwWUT T w. OEw31 UUEOI OUwDOUDPET wOUUBs w( wlOil OUTT Owl YI
1 YI UaEOEawEOI UOzUB w
. Opbw( 200wd @D ST WOOWExOOOT Pal wOOET OWESEW( wxUOOPUT wadUw( wdl EOu
cheeky, bossy, angsty, smug, supercilious, arch, impudent, snotty, know-it-all and pompous ¢ words from actual
critiques, not from a thesaurus, and those are from the favorable critiques. My own wife called my tone obnoxious ¢
my wife who Isleep PDUT nw2 Owdi waOUWEEOZUwUUESEWUT T wUOO! OwNUUUwxU0wU
POUUI 6w. UwEI EPETI wPOwPUwPT EVwOIT jwd T I0@0ud®\wiDWOBDUEOUE (wa @z QU wd OBk
UOU0Owa OUOWEVUwWUT T w+ OUEWUEPEWUOUOW, OUT U w( wEOwWPT EV0w( wEOwepdUOw
. UO0wbhi waOUwWEEOz Uwl 1 OwoOYT UwbPUwE U U wU U B Btenfppdrthanta®dablyokrBadi 0T T wE O O
OEUOWEOPOwW! OPwOEOGawlUPOTl UwadUz Ul woi i1l OEI EQOWEOEwWPT T OQwadUz Ul wE
page, and I will apologize for every time I offended you.
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. OEw31 UUEOI OUw) 1 pPUT w! DPEOI Owpb EUOZz UwE intverihdkebskeranthdduE OO Y1 U O u
with political and social agendas.

This is why some passages are so confusing. Chapter one says do this. Immediately after, Chapter
two says: do the other. Sometimes, no one could decide between the two agendas, so the Bible authors
included them both.

It helps to remember that ti 1T w! DPEOTI wPEUOz UwpbpUPUUI OwPOWEwWUDOT O wi 6Ok u
time, by People Who Wanted to Make a Point. If you realize that whole big chunks of the Bible were
written with an agenda and then those agenda-filled chunks got arranged later, and assembled yet later
into the pages of what turned out to be the Bible, it changes your understanding.

But like I said, I have no agenda.

e o o

(- OOwUT E Uz Uusidd thomght dbdubthis( anfTihasre to admit that I do have an agenda.

I want you to love this story. I want you to love your ancient ancestors, and to love your true,
imperfect, glorious heritage.

I'want you to love the Lord.)

9949
The Story of the Great Miracle of Hanukkah is intimately involved with the story of the Jews.

And the story of the Jews begins about forty-eight hundred years ago, with some guy, and some god.

Just like in our time, there were a lot of guys in those days, forty-eight hundred years ago. Not as
many as in our time maybe, but a lot. There were also a lot of gods. This story starts with one of each.
3T T wl VawpEUWUOOT wi UawlOEOI EuankmeMNOtGeu3 I 1 wi OEWEDPEOz Uwi EVYI u
OEwl OEVUwOil woOUT T UwEUOUUUI Uwi EEwOEOIT Uo wpariddlerygodUPUDUO w,
EPEOz Owl YI Owi EYI wE wOE CHe@lid hatdews Bathe) Bult he Qe@tiititon MibhéelE Hldkepd w
it secret for a long long time.
Also this god had no form. # 00z UWE U O w Ol w bhad & farm.G3dds uf lalOthelbther desert
cultures ¢ gods of every other culture ever until then, I think -- had a form: animals mostly, Bulls, Lions,
Jackals, all the inevitable human/animal combinations.

But this particular god had no form. Even at his most imposing, he never had a form. He was
everywhere and nowhere. This is a big important thing to remember: Formless.

But probably most important to this story, unlike the gods of other desert cultures, UT DUwT OEWEDE Oz 0
have anyone that worshipped him. This god was sort of a lone wolf. An orphan.

Nobody was making idols of thisgod E1 EEUUIT wi 1 wE D E Srgd dabddiz Wak ealking bubhisO 6 w
nameEl EEUUT wil wEPEOz Owl EYT woOOI 8 w

This nameless, formless god was sort of a stray.

999

The secret name of this god plays a big part in the story of the Jews.

A few centuries later, this god finally got around to revealing his name to Moses, but since the
"1 EUI PwEOxT EEI OwEOI UOzUwl EYTI wYOPI OUOwWE OO wilahdEBble] OCwUI EO
translators have transcribed that name as Yahweh, or as the anglicized Jehovah.!?

12 These letters form the Tetragrammaton. Tetra=four; grammaton=letters ¢ YWYH. A big deal to the Jews of the
UPOI OWEUwWP! zOOwWUIT 1 OWEGEWUOO! Ul POT wUT EQwUUPOOWUT OPUWUxwkT 1 Owl
shows up as clue in the Times crosswords.
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In Hebrew,® the consonants YHWH provides the framework of a sentence, with wildly different
meanings depending on the vowels you insert: 8 ' 6 ' wODPT I UwETl wOUEOUOEUI Ew? ( WEOQwP'
PTEOwW( wPDOOWET 2 w O W ugaghkiia beler vEhat Wshauld E U 2 w @diild Be(what 1
ought to have beenO? WOUWE Oa wOUT I UWYEUDPEUDPOOwWa OUWEEOwWUT POOwWOI 6 w
With the True Vowels, YHWH formed a Meaningful Sentence: the True Secret Name of the Lord
The Secret Name was passed from Moses, who heard it from the deity, to the first High Priest (who,
I EOEPOAOWPEUW, OUI UzwEUOUT T Uw EUOOAOWEODEWI UOOw EUOOw
generations. Eventually, the succession failed, and the Secret Name was lost.
The Secret Name had power. Josephus ¢ a Roman Jew who wrote a history of the Jews ¢ wrote that
Jesus could do his miracles because he had somehow stumbled across the Secret Name.

The Secret Name was so powerful that the Jews feared to say it aloud, even by mistake. So instead
wheOwUT 1 awpUOUI wEEOUOWOT T PUwWI OEOwWUI T awlUT EwOT T uhgOUE wW?
name aloud, and so, when they spoke about HmO w01 | a wWUEDE wbOUUI EEw?"' EUT 1 00> wki
999
This nameless, formless god, of course, was going to turn out to be the god of the Jews. The Lord of
Hosts. The King of the Universe. But right now there were no Jews. And right now this god was not
OUET wOOUI OwE U wbott pf Qickmthbllidd @aickl T E O
" 001 UUOa Ow ( Z Oviwed DsdyutiidsDicherDI @Hink about this god at this exact point in His
history, He seems so lost and pathetic, I honestly feel a little sorry for Him.
999
( Uz Uwx Ul U Gtahis Eel Abthm Wis bdbhing special either. He was just some guy. He could
have been anybody.
Abram was the great-great-great-great-great-great-great-grandson of Noah. But if you believe the

story of the flood,# then you realize that practically everybody at that time had tobe - OE T z U-gréatd 1 E U
great-great-great-great-great-grandchild.

After the Flood, Hashem sort of mysteriously disappeared from history. He had disappeared for
about a thousand years. Nobody had heard a peep out of him.

All of a sudden, this god once again decided to make his presence known. (Since he had no form, and
frankly, he only seemed able to do things like make it rain a lot, and so on, I really wonder D wi 1 z EwET 1 C
like shouting and waving for a long while before this, but that it took this long before somebody sort of
noticed that he was trying to attract attention.)

g99
TT1T Ul zUOwOOwUI EOQUE w.Oi Quidri TE VR 7z BHWEUCheE DB d vibiae DASide Urork U
weather changes, ti E (hgtudlly the only real manifestation there was of this god, for a long time: just a
Disembodied Voice.

B(wWEOGOz OwUx]T EOw' 1 EUI P&

4 DoIbelievein- OET WEOE wi OOOEYy w# OwaOUy w8 OUzUI wi OPOT wOOwWI EYT wOOwi 1 0
Ol woOT POT Vwkl WwEOOZUWET OP1T YI wEOaAawWOOUI 6w UwadUwil EVwWOT wUl EOUDBI
mind. Accept the truths that I and these ancient storytellers tell you at face value.

Columbus, for example, was no liar and no idiot. His truth ¢ OT EQwl 1 z Ewi OU O E is diffetenti hénditw ( OEDI U
trutht OT EQwi 1 z Ewi OUOGEwWUT 1 w! ET EQEUS w! OUT wYI UUBRGAnotdratiebting) U UT O wE (
EOOUI gUl OET UB w3711 w. OEw31 UUEOI OUWEUVUT OUUwPT Ul 6z DWOPEUUWOUWDE
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First the Disembodied Voice told Abram to go to one place. Abram obeyed. Then the Disembodied
Voice told him to go to another place. Abram again obeyed. Then, apparently, encouraged by these
successful orders for Abram to go Hither and Yon, the Disembodied Voice followed up with a very
specific, and for my money, rather unexpected proposal.

Hashem, the Disembodied Voice, offered to cut a long-term Deal. It was a package deal, and it was
quite a package:

Hashem, it turns out, wanted to be worshipped.'> He wanted sacrifices. And he had this thing about
foreskins.’6 If Abram would cut off his foreskin, and if his descendants would cut off their foreskins,
Hashem said, and if Abram and his descendants would make regular sacrifices, Hashem would give

Abram lots and lots of descendants, and in time He would give those descendants a country of their very
own.

On behalf of his unborn descendants, Abram accepted ' E U1 1 térgnd) With a quick snip, He and
Hashem cut this deal.
This was the Covenant.
e o o
Throughout the Bible, Old Testament and New, and later in poetry, and in prose, and up to this very

day on the lips of TV evangelists, & O U zo@@®auross references to this forty-eight hundred year old
Covenant.

TI 1 a4z Ul wU IitHislexddmBobntu When Abram and Hashem cut their deal.
ggg

and pieces of this huge and wonderful tapestry of a story that started with this deal. Words and images
that have gone in one ear, picked up speed, and out the other.

No one ever showed you how the pieces fit together. No one showed you how your life is connected,
thread by thread, to this astonishing moment in history.

Remember when your grandmother took down that musty-smelling scrapbook and forced you to sit
on the sofa beside her. How she pointed to pictures of stern, vacant-l a1 EwUl OEUDYI U8 w, EAE]l wal
their names in conversation: people your elders spoke of that you had never met.

And how your Nana pointed out the pictures, putting faces to the names: Uncle Seth with the angry
eyes, who moved to France before the Great War and was never heard from again. Clara, the Suffragette
who died giving birth to your Aunt Lucy. Those old faces, that looked oddly i EOPOPEUS w! | EEUUI wa
seen them before, in the faces of your relatives; in your own face when you looked in a mirror.

2001 OwadUz VYl wi OUT OU0UT OQwUT 1T OWEOOWEaAwWUT PUwxODPOUBS w! UUWE U
least you then knew that your family originally came from Estonia, or Nairobi, or County Cork.

6T E0Cw(ZOWEOPOT wOOPWHPUWUDUUDPOT WET UPET wabUwoObpOl wadblUuw -
ancestors, and the Great Miracle that happened to them. This story is their story. This story is your story.

e o o

Yes, thisisyour UUOUa w( z OwU0il 0O0POT dw( wEOOzZUWEEUT wbi wadUz Ul wEw, U

grandfather.

Hashem is your god.

15 A few centuries later, when He was carving the Ten Commandments into stone with his Finger of Flame, his very
first words were that He was a jealous god, and you know, I believe him. I think he was jealous of all the attention
those dog-headed lion-gods and idols and what-not had been getting from everybody for all those years.

8 OUWEEOwWPUDPUI waObUUwOPOwi OUTI UOPOWNOOT UOwPi wadUwi T 1 Owli T wdl 1 ES
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Stories have to begin somewhere. The storyteller picks an arbitrary point and begins to speak.
This is where I choose to begin the story of Hanukkah. With the Covenant, the deal between Abram
and Hashem.
3T EUzZUwPT T Ul wUOT T w&UI ECw200UawETI T DOUB
999
OapEaow EUIT Owliil Ul EwOil wel EOOwWEOEwW ElLmdwUDT O Ewl x
"EUTT OQwUT 1 OQwET EOT 1 E bralkabh EQFE Wl ®EQiPubl g Uw OEOT wi UOOw2E
might have noticed a pattern: names were a big deal in those days.
Abraham and his wife were in their seventies, but Hashem promised that Sarah would get pregnant
and bear a son. Which she did: Isaac, that first son of Sarah, was the first Jew, circumcised as promised
eight days after his birth.
3T E0wOUUU0wWI EYT wEl 1 OwogUDPUI wEwOOO! UG w?' OOOWEUDOT wol u
O1T POT w( z Yl LWwdl DOQQBEEGEaBD U
999
Like I said, the Covenant began about forty-eight hundreda | EUUWET O6 w3 T EUz UwEwx Ul U0
talk about what those Ancient Jews were like, forty-eight hundred years ago.

You probably have some ideas about Jews. Those ideas, whatever they are, have nothing to do with
those forty-eight hundred-year-old Ancient Jews.

So just drop everything you think you know. The Jews of that time were nothing like the Jews of
today, or the Jews of Hanukkah times, or the Jews of King DavD E z Uw U D O] Qhepddrtainl) khvel 7 &
nothing to do with the Jews of our own time.

Those Ancient Jews were just a Bunch of Guys With Nothing In Common with any other Jews except
phAwli 1 AawEOUOEWEOOWUUEET wlOT 1 BU wkxeforetkind WEEEOQwWUOW2EUET O
+D Ol w( wUEDE Owa Gl yot thihkGauukbhb@ uThoO Uwl GEDIT OUw) 1 PUWEPE Oz Uw!
of the stuff later Jews believed.
311 AawEPEOZUWE] OPI Yl wbDOw' 1 EYTI OwOUw' 1 008w3i 1 awEPEOz Uu
formless nameless god, was something very different from other religions. Almost all of those religions
believed in some sort of afterlife: usually a dark shadowy place underground where souls went after
death. For most cultures, the afterlife was a lot like regular life except that being underground, it was a
lot harder to see.

I guess you might interpret this lack of belief in an afterlife as a lack of a belief in an immortal soul.
Which it is.

Which to me is pretty shocking. The Ancient Jews did not believe in an immortal soul. Allow me to
add some exclamation points. !!!!!!!!

Usually, for some reason, about this time someone pipes up and asks me if the Jews believed in
angels. I guess because I mention dead people and souls, and a lot of people these days think a dead
x] UUOOZUwUOUOWET EOOTI UWEQWEOT T OOwoOPOl wbOw? ( Uz UWEwW6E OOET |
61 OOOWOEYDOUUOa O wihdt Riral uf ariydt. Oigl they Bdli€@®ih any kin@U w
Well, not at this point, not those Ancient Jews. At least not like we think of angels today. In fact, Jews
EPEGz OwUUEUUWE] OP1 YDOT whOWEOT | O UkcdhGbtyGnudh Bidpdidtuhek Y Y w a |
IREEVWEEawWUT T w) 1 PUWEI T EOQOWUOOWET OPT Y1 wbOwWEOT | OUOWEOE w(
PUDPUI wEWE E a &uell yoi &g tHaudag B like most of this story, you need to know a lot
OOUI wUUUI Il wOOwWUOET UVUUEOEwWUT EVwEEazUwUDT OPI DPEEOEI &
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-O0wUT T Ul w OEPI OUw) I pUwE Kia®famesuBible Grinklatdrsun@d theEwoidi OUS w3 T 1
PEOT T O2wi OUwWUOT 1 uE'OEDthisiengdr. O DEWRPDEOEO? wExx] EUUw@UDUT woi C
Testament, and the UUE OU QB QwW®izw U7 1T wp OUE w ? E By hddtrofutheGlibsequént O1 E w U x w
translationU 8 w, OUI z UwUT 1 wxbDUadw

, EOEOU WP I UlL&mUtallEyQilabolx thélaks.

The words of Hashem are imparted by these malaks ¢ but while these malaks/messengers seem to
have some sort of ghostly physical presence, their physical attributes are never describedd w3 1T 1 az Ul wODOI
some sort of vaguely embodied voice. Malaks simply ? E x x | E U8 Laddet: forCekampledt a vision
that appeared to Jacob, EUET E Oz U wl ildf @daldsGv@lking up and down a kind stairway that
led from heaven to earth. Later Jacob wrestled with a malak who had the form of two disembodied arms.

(wli EYTI wOOwWPET EwbPT EJwUOWOEO] wOi wOEOEOUOwIalkelimagine( WEEOwUI
them today, with wings and robes and flowing hair, and so on. Angels like those do show up in my Story
later, big time, but much much later.

Now what the Ancient Jews did believe in was cherubs. Oh good lord, cherubs. Cherubs are a Big
Honking Deal in the Old Testament.
Ci 1T UUEVUwWEUI Oz Ow0T 6UI weUUI wOPUUO!I wEEEDI UwbpDUT wxDOOwPbHOI
. OEw 31 UUEOI OUWET T UUEVwEBEDO w BO 10T OWsE Eud @d! ha@ddp UitatdH O b w b
misleading name. Cherubs were not the hell those sweet little cartoon halo angels who sit on your
shoulder and whisper in your ear to guide you away from dubious actions.

Cherubs were guardians the way Sherman Tanks are guardians. Cherubs were fucking monsters.

Cherubs were huge scary creatures: EwOD OOz UWEOEA WEOEwWEwWT UOEQwi T EEGw3T PO
that. And that bigt OP Ol wDUwWUEOI Uwl DT T OwOPOUUI UwUOwWPEOOWEUOUOE WU I
three times as tallas youare  UT EUz Uwl OPwEDT wUT 1 wET T UUEUwWPI Ul 8w

2001 UPOT UwU0UT 1T wETTUUEZUwWI 1 EEwWl EEwl OUUwWIi EET UOWEWODPOOOW
gigantic multicolored wings. And they had swords, great big honking swords, usually alive with flame.

When Adam and Eve got driven out of Eden, Hashem sentacl 1 UUEwWUOOwWE OwUT 1 wWEUDYDOT 6 ws

Hashem may have been formless, but He made damn certain that his guarding got done by big scary
extremely visible critters.

I bring this up because cherubs show up all over the place in this Story. And cherub lore worked its
way into Christian figures too: the lion, eagle, ox and man became the symbols of the Evangelists, the
&OUx1 OwEUUT OUUBw OCEWEPEwalOUwil Y1 Uw baQibrE dbxUrmate dnd wagleO Uz OOw i B
painted on the corner walls of European cathedrals? To suggest that the cathedral is a sort of an
embodiment of a cherub, that the cathedral itself is a guardian angel.

The Jews believed in cherubs.! U0 wi OUwhk YY wal EUUengdkl’l a WEPDEOz UwET OP1 YIi w

17 And at this point someone always pipes up and asks: What about Seraphim?
Well, Seraphs, the seraphim, were snakes. Firey, poisonous snakes.

They first show up when the Jews followed Moses out of Egypt. As they walked through the desert, a lot of Jews
were bitten and killed by those fiery, poisonous snakes.

20wl0T 1 w) 1 PUWE P E Ogidvair sBriphifd,@at likd boméone Beliewres in angels, because seraphim were
quite literally biting them in the ass.

2200 years later, Isaiah had a vision of the Lord of Hosts on his Heavenly Throne surrounded by gigantic flying, fiery
winged snakes. In other words, he described dragons. Somewhere along the line, those heavenly dragons started to
get depicted as winged men.
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But at this point, they did believe in Demons. They believed that demons roamed the earth. Those
Jews lived in the desert, and they believed that demons lived next doord w( WE OOz UwOOObPwpki EU wC
Jews imagined demons looked exactly, but I know they believed in them.

Those Jews believed that the main reason Hashem sent the Great %O OOEOQw- OET z Uwi OOOEOQuwP

flood: Hashem did a good job drowning them.

Not a perfect job though, apparently at least one of the demons survived: Azazel, a demon who lived
in the desert. Azazel shows up later in a major starring role.

Azazel was a kind of Jewish version of Prometheus. Prometheus brought fire to man. Azazel,
however ¢ 1 totally love this ¢ E D E O 7 UfineEIbsk4d] he brought the secret of making weapons. How
to make weapons -- and how to make cosmetics.

Yes, cosmetics. Swords and eye shadow, stolen from Heaven and brought to earth by a demon.

999
Now those ancient Jews, the offspring of Sarah, were more or less rudderless when it came to
understanding how to worship Hashem.
31T awl EEwOOwWET I POT EwUPUUEOUwWUOOT UUwaOUWEOOUPET Uwi «
specific words to say when they did it, like at a baptism or wedding).
They had no priests. They had no Holy Books. They had no Sabbath. They had no Law.

371 OUI wi EE
i w

When I say no law, I mean it. You know about the Ten Commandments, ( z OwUUUIT § w w
T U0UPOT woOOwC

OT OUT T OwUxwal Uw3T 1T w OEPI OUUw) 1 PUwpki Ul Oz OwU
them to.

All they knew that they were supposed to do was to offer sacrifices. Sacrifices meant burning
something. Not dedication, or intent, or giving something up. Burning. Burning something until smoke
comes out. Giving something up to the deity, transforming it by flame into smoke.

Hashem loved him his sacrifices. Hashem loved the smoke.

So the Ancient Jews tried to please Hashem by burning stuff. They did this as individuals, or as a
families or as tribesd w ( UWPEUwWYl VAWEEwWT OEow OawUDPOl OwEOapPI 1 Ul 6w3
happened to be and throw stuff on it.

-ObwkPT awbl Ul wUOT 1T AwEODPOT wlOiI PUyw! 1 EEVUT wUOT T awpEOUI EwUC

Pay attention here:

The Ancient Jews (and the later Jews, too) believed that Hashem would be nice to the people he liked
EOQEwWOEVUUawOOwWUT Ilikexahdx85D B Tul Ui B BaEuORBIE Oz OwET 0BT YT wPOwWEOw |
Hashem would do whatever the hell He was going to do them in this life: which meant, if Hashem liked
adlowadluwobi |l whpEUWT 0P 0T wlik®yot, ow werdfidked. 41 OWEOE WD w' 1 WwED

These ancient Jews saw the evidence everywhere. They could just look around and do the math.
3TT Ul ZUw3000aowUPEOOwWXx OOUOWEOQOEWUEES wW6T ayw' EUIT OQOWEOIT U
happy. Why? Hashem likes him.

And about the only thing they knew for sure was that Hashem liked best was sheep smoke.

They believed this because they believed this One Important SUOUa OwO Ol woOi wUT 1 PUWOOET U
probably heard it too: you probably even know the names of the characters -- Cain and his younger
brother Abel, the first children of Adam and Eve.

Well, the story goes that Cain and Abel both burned stuff for Hashem. Cain and Abel made the Very
First Sacrifices, Ever.
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Abel was a shepherd so he burned some sheep flesh and sheep fat. Cain was a farmer so he had a
Vegan sacrifice. Hashem liked the sheep smoke, but the vegan smoke not so much. Cain got so jealous he
went and killed Abel.'

So Cain scored a lot of Firsts. He was the First Child, the First Brother, and the First Murderer.

From this story, the Ancient Jews came to believe that Hashem most of all loved meat smoke,
particularly sheep smoke.” Later they came to believe He also loved the smoke of fragrant resins, like
frankincense.

Even so, you could never tell for sure. One guy might get rich and healthy sacrificing sheep, while
another might get sick and die poor.

Hashem, silent and mysterious, was like a high-maintenance, passive-ET T Ul UUDY1 wUx OUUI d ws O
something you hoped He would like, and for no particular or OEY D OU U wU | fesgdd DUy unaking E w
AaO0UwWUDEOwWE OE wa i oumdddgyBxwEEUDEEOOawEOa Ul POT nw8 OUZ EwEIT O
You never knew how He would respond! What the fuck did He want anyway?2

999

A couple of other things: the Jews were just a big extended family. Tribes. Some of them farmers and
lot of them shepherds. They all lived in some rough ragged land near Gaza. They had no country to call
their own. They were constantly running away from bigger and stronger tribes. There had no over-
arching hierarchy that ruled all the tribes, no one person to guide the whole people, no king. So, for sure,
no army.

So those Jews were easy pickings for any country that was organized, that had a king, and an army
and weapons.

(Owl0i OUIl wEEaAaUOQwPT 1 OWEwWODPOT whbEOUI EwUOO! Ul DOT WEODT OwoODC
round up a bunch of Jews and make them slaves.

Which is how all the Jews ended up in Egypt.

999
Well( z OwOOUwi Ob Ghole &@yuobthe@oduld forhightd w (ukt 2ot buge. But I do want to
talk about some highlights, which have some real relevance to our Story, the story of Hanukkah.

OK: Jews taken as slaves to Egypt. Building the pyramids, etc. Nasty, nasty. Lots of whips.

And for 350 years, as the Jews suffered this horrible fate 4t EOEWET OPI Y1 wOl Ow( wEEOz UwbO
more horrible than being an Egyptian slave, building Pyramids and what not, for 350 years ¢ Hashem
simply disappears.

Hashem -- who previously at least shows up in dreams, or says something as a disembodied voice, or
sends a malak or a pair of wrestling arms out of thin air or some damn thing -- now, when his Chosen,
Foreskinless People are really the hell in Dire Need, is nowhere to be found, leaving them to pick up the
check.

337 DUWOEOT Uwdl wi YT OwdOOUTI whbEVAwWO!l wlOT 1T whpi OO01T wYl 1 EOwUT POT OWEU U WU
1 U0w( w07l pOOwWPUZUwPOUUT wx OB, B bhsia hd &heved to Fhd Be&pd wfbhe Bodkutka® UT wx UOU O

about ten minutes after Abel made The Sacrifice That Pleases The Lord, the King of the Universe, Abel gets killed by

his own brother, Cain.

(woObOPWUOT ECOwWOI I PEPEOCOAOWRPEOUUI OEUDPOOWEOST UwdOUwxUOYI WEEUUEUDC
sometimes wonder.

2671 Ow( w0l DOOWEEOUUwW' EUT T OwbOwUT OUI wEEaAUOwWUT 1 whbdggrdsdivenUT ECWEOOI
mother.
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But through those 350 years of enslavement, though, the Jews, bless their hearts, stayed faithful to the
Covenant. OEwl T Ul zUwUOT T wUT BDOT o

big honking Las Vegas Spectacular.
999

Like all great second act spectaculars, it started quiet.
After 350 horrible years, the curtain goes up: Moses, a baby secretly born to a Jew, is hidden in a

basket in a swamp, adopted by a princess and nursed by the secret Mom, grows up, kills a slavemaster,
runs away, lives among Jews as a shepherd. And then:

MOSES HEARS THE VOICE OF HASHEM FROM A BURNING BUSH.

999
81 UOwUT EUzZ UwE § GuuBrlthe Frdics Bdd Guetin®d theJlhnédwere gentle. And just to
OEOI wUUUI wki wi T Owkl uef@ddomeRkdlanthtion poinB:1!!w# 1 EOOwl
A bush that burns, but is not consumed by the flame.

Hashem manifesting as flame is a motif that repeats throughout the Old Testament, and this is where
that image first appears.

Now the Jews eventually, much later, gave a name to this flame, this Presence of the Lord: they called
it Shekinah. And Shekinah had two interesting facets worth mentioning now.

First, Shekinah is a feminine noun: The Presence of the Lord is Female.
And second is: She appears as flame.

And she shows up quite often, it turns out, as the story progresses. But this, the Burning Bush, is her
first appearance.

20w' EUT T OwUl 000w, OUI UwOOwT OQwlUOw/ T E W Bl MosesUdo?atie ? + 1 Uw O
argues.

$EUOPI UOQwW( WEUOT EOQOwUT 1 UOUPEEOOCawW?61T Oz Uwil OPOT wOOWUEa w
answers. And the argument goes on for some time. It even starts to look like Moses is going to win.

Which makes me wonder: How many guys did Hashem go to first before he settled on Moses + how
many times did He lose the argument and need to look elsewhere?

OapEaOw, OUI Uwi DPOEOCOawi DYl UwDOOWEOEwWI I OUwi PUWOEUET BC

x1 OxOl wi OOwl UEGOwI UES 2 w

But Pharaoh just sits there, all Yul Bryner-a OWE OE wi 1 wEOI UOz U8 w OaUli pOT wUI 1 Ow

. Ol woOi wOi 1 wUl EUOGOVW(zOwUI 0OPOT wUT PUWUUOVUAWEVUWEwWUUOOUS

novel, is that it turns out that the main character is the Lord of Hosts Himself, and the Lord of Hosts is a

EPEOOT wbi waOUwWEOOz OwET OP1 Y1 wOl dwp. UTT UwUUOUEGIUOOT wx L
Jerusalem. Again, their dialog is a bitch.)

But if you think about Hashem as a character, as I have done practically nonstop for the past nine
years, His interactions with Pharaoh via Moses are about as loopy as anything I have ever run across. If 1
wrote it as fiction, nobody would willingly suspend disbelief.

(wOl EOQowi T Ul zUw' EVUIT OOwUT | w+ OUEWOT w OOw" Ul EUPOOS w OF
of nasty shit down on Egypt: First by changing the water of the Nile to blood, which is nasty enough to

start, but then the whole blood thing also kills all the fish in the Nile, and they go belly up, and rot, and
stink up the place.
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And then he sends down plagues of

Frogs

Gnats

Flies

Pestilence

Boils (boils show up a lot in the Old Testament)
Hail

M And Locusts

=A =4 =4 4 -4 -4

all of which completely overwhelm the whole country. And even the Jews, the chosen people, the ones
on whose behalf all this nastiness was being done, would be affected by these things. You think the Jews

EPEOZz OwUOT @IOwil N w@B@IOGduw T PUT yw2Ow' 1 zUwWOEODPOT wiOi T w) T pPUwU!
to deserve this?

Then he covers Egypt in Total Darkness. Total Darkness. That is seriously omnipotent. You cannot
deny the Power of a god who can blot out the sun.

But, heUl zUwUT T wUOI POT ow OOwUTI PUwOEUVaAwWUT QawUO0UI | wpEAWET
EOI U0z UwOOY!T wOT 1 wEEOOQWE wl OEEEOwWDOET 8w
" OPwWEEOwWPUWET wOl ECw' EUTT OOwkpPUT wOT T wxOPl UwUOOWEOWEOOWU
sort of psychic switth EOE wNUUUwWET EOT T w/ T EUEOI ZzUwODPOEYy w. UwOEAET wil DY
. 0wUDPOx0awlEOT wOT T whOUEwW?. *2 wEOOT wOUUO WO wi PUwWwODPxUyY
61 O0O0OwWUOwWOI hitdireahtzHdrefbrewérly idtaresting item to consider.
At this point in the story, All-Powerful HEUT | OwbUOz UWEEUUEOOaAaWEOOwWUI E0wOOOD x
of a Nature God: strong with the locusts, weak with the people skills.
In fact (this is the author in me speaking) Hashem is a Developing Character. And at this point in the
. OEw3 1 UUE GInddd dildlike. Thtawing tantrums, making a big fuss, wrecking things, making
everybody feel bad, but not getting his way.
999
Now the final plague: Hashem kills every firstborn child in Egypt.
That is seriously harsh.
But once more, not without some loopy elements.
Hashem instructs the Jews to mark their doorways with the blood of a lamb. Hashem will pass over
UT 1T wEOGOUUwWUOwWOEUOTI EWEOSEwWOOUwW?UUT I T UwlT T w#l UOUOGal DwUOWED
This is what Passover is about: the night when death came through Egypt, and passed over the Jews.
999
(UZUWEwWPOOETI Ul UOwWUUOUAOWESEW( wi Ox1 wadUz 00wl OwUOwEwUI E
%OUwOOPOW( WPEOUWa OUwWUOOWUUPEOQWEOOUT wOl OQwbi zUI wi 6OT wOOwWO
I love The DestUOal UBw ( ZEw+.5%5w00wi OwE OPb Oyerd $hivd) mdy@EH6 w bl Oz Uw |
OUOOWEEOwP] wOEOOWEEOUUwWUT PUY w6 1 E U Quuit énlhis Ortn@eiebt! T w+ OUE w
Own which houses to avoid? His Destroyer has to go from door to door, sniffingi OUwUT 1 wOEOEZ UWEOOO
(UzUwNUOUOwT 601 ad w
999
-OPpwx Ol EUI w0l PUwPUwbDOxOUUEOUS w( Uz UwEWUPERQL uz (00uwd | uOE
this story.
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blood to direct his deadly efforts, I mean no disrespect. Au contraire.

I know how typical it is for atheists or college sophomores to make fun of religious beliefs by pointing
out their contradictions and absurdities.

I am not making fun of this Great Story.
$EUOPI Uw( wOl 6UDPOOI Ewi Obpw, OUI UwEUT U1 EwpBUT w' EUT T OOWEC
tell you: a man who was uncertain about the Voice that spoke to him. A man who doubted. A man who
EOUEUI Ewi POUI O OWEOEwWET EEUUI wi | wEOUEUI Ewi POUIT O whEUwWU
A man no different from me, for example. Maybe no different from you.
When I say that this Great Story is my story, I am telling you the truth.

And when I talk about the absurdities or contradictions of this story, I discuss them because I love
them. The absurdities and contradictions are the story, and they are why I love the story. They unfold for
me the nature of the Lord, and of mankind.

The great Hassidic rabbi Rebbe Nachman of Breslov speaks often about how Hashem gives us
21 PO0OUG? w3T PUwWw20OVawPUwi UOOwWOT wi POUUOGWEEOUUWUI T wOEUL
relationship to the divine, and how that relationship changed again and again, until the Great Miracle
occurred. And it hints as well as how it continues to change in our own time.

The Lord made me a wise-ass. I have learned that I cannot overcome my nature. So if, as I truly
believe, the Lord has charged me to tell this story, I think He must also want it told with my wise-ass
tone. Too bad for you.

How many times have I wished that I were a better writer. That I were a better man. But just as
Hashem pulled a name out of his hat to father his chosen people, just as he chose a weak, argumentative
man to lead the Jewish slaves from their Egyptian captors, so too for some goddam reason, he chose a
wise-ass to tell the Story of the Great Miracle.

But this Story ¢ my Story, your Story ¢ is full of Hints. And if it takes a wise-ass to point them out,
OT1T OQw( wl U1l U0w( zOwNUUOwWUOTT wl UAWOOWEOwWPUSB

999

Every year, Jews gather together to re-enact the meal they ate on that terrible, frightening night. The
slaves of Egypt, packed up and ready to go, with their UOOIT EYI Ol EwWEUI EEwWEI EEUUI wUT 1
moment of departure, and they needed food for the journeyOW EOEwWwUT 1 aWwEOUOEOz UwpbPEDU
dough to rise. They would need to move fast when the moment came.

And they did: Pharaoh had barely given permission for them to depart before he rescinded it and
sent his chariots after them to bring them back, or kill them.

Our ancestors?! were terrified, but they were brave.
OEw(zO0wdO0wl 6DOT wOOWOEOT wi UOwWOI wli EUS
999
lawOl T whpEaOwi 1 Ul zoWtw&E OwdOUT Ul UUDOT wi EEQw
/ EUUOYI UWwEPEOZUwUUI EWwWUOWET wEwWUOO! O0wi OOPEEadw( UwlUUI

EOOOEwW( OUPUwWOEAET whk H @xAwdi YO albur@ioiwdmu Wil QOWBEEIE Owx UOYT wa dUz Ul w(
EEOzUOQwW(zOOwWI DYl waOUWEOWEUUOT UExT 1T EwWwExOOOT awi OUwi UT1 8w
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Supper: nobody wanted to invite thirteen grown men over to go all frat-house for Passover.

ThelongsolemnseEi UwUOTEQw) T PUWET Ol EUEUIl wUOEEayw3l EVWEPEOz Uuwl
"ETEEET OwUT EQw/ EVUUOYI UwET Ul 000awUT EQDwUUEUOUwPHDOT wUOOT w
f UOOWEOOWOUT T UwbODPT T OU? 6 U1 icéhtuyPEOZz UwUT OPwUx wUOUPOWUT 1 whh

Part of the Hagadah that oftenT 1 OUwb1T OOUI EOQw( z OwlUOUUVUawUOwWUEAOWET EEUUI u
the seder meal is supposed to be eaten while reclining --OO U0 wUl EUI EwODP Ol wUOEY]I UOWEOE wl(«
the Ancient Jews trembling as the Destroyer passed through the town, but reclining, the way rich nobles
ate their meals in ease. I like to think about that, about the Last Supper taking place around a low table,
with Jesus and the disciples stretched out on couches.

So the way Jews celebrate currently celebrate UT T w21 E1T Uwb Uwx U itHdiUandiett vey® WE O WUz U
OOUWEWUUEEDUDPOOwWT EQET EwEOP Ow)UublWEEW U Did@ebet @:sGid wsd 0z Uz w U D
Hanukkah. In fact, Jews were lighting the lights of Hanukkah for more than a thousand years before they
first started having Hagadahs at Passover.

Judaism has reinvented itself a score of times. A lot of stuff that Jews talk about as if they were

which only got started in the 14t century. In Spain.

Even Jewish weddings are kind of new, at least in the kind of solemn rite we know today. Before the
5t century they were fairly ribald. Wine parties that lasted for days. Remember Jesus turning water into
wine?23 T EQwPEUwWOOwWOP Ol wEEa wt wOl wEwi OVVUwEEawkl EEDOT wxEUUA
still no one was going home. That should give you some idea about what Jewish weddings were like.

Ou

Finally in the 5% century some rabbi, I forget who, introduced the concept of actually exchanging vows.
That was a new and novel idea. He also suggested not drinking quite so much, and introduced the ritual
of breaking the wine glass. The rabbi, I suppose, thought that if you reduced the amount of stemware,
you might also reduce the wine consumption.

gg9g
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going on today.
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importance of the Hanukkah celebration: which has been maintained continuously, for over two
thousand yearsd w3 1T EUZ UWEOWDPOEPEEUDOOWO! wli 1 wbOxOUUEOET woOi wadOT
ggg

Anyway, back to Egypt: The Destroyer killed all those Egyptian babies, and Yul Bryner let all the
Jewish slaves go. All it took was ten horrific plagues.
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22 You know about Jesus turning water into wine if you went to Sunday School. Others may not have been forced to

learn about this, you lucky dogs. The gospels are full of wedding metaphors, allegories and parables. Here are some

fun facts to know about Jewish weddings from the Hanukkah period to New Testament Times. If your Sunday

School teacher had known these facts, a lot parables would have made more sense. Betrothal was the big event,

Ul EOIl EwbpDUT wEwi OUOEOWEOOUUEEVUWET Ubp1 1 OQwi EOPOPI U w31 1 WwEUDET wp Ol
One day, without any certain warning, the bridegroom and his groomsmen would show up in the middle of the

OPT T UOWOOOEOWOOWUT | WEUDPET ZUWEOOUOWEOEWUEOT wi | UwitheveBetuUT T wi UO O
stuff set to go, have her friends set nearby, and lots of gossips in theneil T EOUT OOE wUl OOPOT wi il Uwpkpl EQwUO
groom taking the bride to his bedroom, and coming out with stained sheets as proof of The Act. Everybody at the

four-day party would be waiting by the door, and when the moment came, would let out a big cheer.. These fun

facts about marriage, however, have no bearing on this Story whatsoever.
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several thousand men, women and children into the merciless Sinai desert.
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Night Two

61 zYTI wROUOwWOPUwWUT T wUl EOOEWEEBEOI dw

Let me tell you a little about the Hanukkah menorah.

80Uz OO0wWUI |l wEwxDEUUUI woOi wEwOT GORIET wu OUWOMEE uOGéntBndiE] (g WauCEuO0 |
?) 1 UUUEOI 02 wOi OOUET OwOD Ol wadtiial mehvérh thdt Wad it Gtud Gredf thex O Ow 0T |
Great Miracle.

The menorah that we use to celebrate Hanukkah, however, has nine branches, not seven. My
menorah is typical: it has a central candle holder, and four branches with holders to either side, but there

are also asymmetric versions. The central holder is for the shamash, the candle used to light the other
candles. One by one, we put candles into the other eight holders over the eight nights of celebration.

I say candles because I use candles for the lights, but historically, obviously, the flames were from oil
lamps t+ wicks sitting in a little bowl of 0il ¢ and you can still easily find Hanukkah menorahs designed
to burn oil instead of candles.

You can find a lot of discussion about Hanukkah in the Talmud.
(zY1l woOl 60D O Oleklietfevswidl Ba®ehehkd of it, EU U wbD Uz Uw O O U yevskaeWO O wU T EU w
much about. For sure, I knew nothing about the Talmud until I started studying Hanukkah. I was
brought up by a Christian minister, so I had heard the title Talmud, and knew it was some sort of Jewish
EOOOOwWEUCwWEDPEOZz UwUl EOCOawlUOETI UUUEOEwWPT E0wPOwWUT i 1T UUT EwOOC
I know better now: the Talmud is a very important work, and in my humble opinion, a very kooky
work, written by brilliant, scholarly rabbis during the Middle Ages.

In fact, there are a number of different Talmuds, different versions collected by different rabbis living
in different cities all over the world. They all have the same format: a collection of interpretations of
various Jewish laws and traditions. These collections first started appearing around 800 CE.

The Talmuds provide a wonderful insight into Judaism. Take, for instance, the Talmud discussions
about Hanukkah.
(zYl wOOOEwWwaObUwUil E0w' EOQOUOOET wi EVUwWEIT 1 OwEIl Ol EUEUI EwEOOU
165 BCE. The Book of Macabbees II, written about 100 BCE, takes the form of a letter written to a group
of Jews living in Greece, explaining why the Jews of Israel celebrate Hanukkah, and encouraging the
Greek Jews to do the same, by telling the story of the Macabbees and the Miracle.

long, ancient tradition.

So when Macabbees II was written, Hanukkah had already been celebrated continuously for 60 years
or more. About 200 years later, the Jewish/Roman Historian Josephus described how Jews around the
world were lighting lamps to commemorate Hanukkah. So Hanukkah was already a big deal to the
Jews, even then.

The Talmud, written a thousand years after the first Hanukkah, discusses the celebration in some
depth.

Now Talmud discussions are among the most amusing and confusing things I have ever read. And I
have read a lot.

Each Talmud discussion brings up some point of Jewish law or tradition, and then elaborates on the
point by collecting very precise, very sophisticated interpretations from various intelligent rabbis.

And each interpretation basically contradicts the previous one. In ways that make your head spin. I
make my living programming computers, and any ambiguity means failure. So a book based on
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collecting contradictions is a book that institutionalizes ambiguity, and that seems, to me at least, to be
absolutely kooky.!

The Talmud discussion on Hanukkah poses a lot of questions: what sort of lamp should be lit? Are
candles acceptable? Should one use oil lamps? If so, what sort of oil for fuel? And so on. And to each
question, the Talmud records the very minute, considered and utterly contradictory opinions of rabbis
who have studied the matter.

BEOI wUI T wEEOEOSI wYUwOPOWOEOxwWEDPUEUUUDOOOwWPI PET wil OUw
OK. Yes they are too, OK.

Or the fuel discussion: Olive oil only. No, any oil, but not animal fat. No animal fat is fine, but not
beeswax. No beeswax is OK. And a kind of meta-answer: any fuel will do, because the flame is pure
regardless of the fuel.

Or how many lights to light? The use of the nine-candle menorah is apparently kind of new-fangled
at the time the Talmud was being written, so the Talmud talks about an earlier tradition: just lighting
some lamps around the house. But: how many lights to light? Only one light for the whole house? Or
one light for each person in the house? One light for each Jew in the house? Are you allowed to sew by
U1 1T wOPT T OwOi wEw' EOVUOOET wOEOxyw. Uwll EEyw. Uwll EEwEawll 1 u

After these subtleties gets discussed, but not settled, the menorah questions get asked. Since
menorahs are suddenly getting popular, how to use them? Light all eight lamps on the first night, and
then extinguish them night by night? Or start with one light, and build up to eight? How to light them:
Left to right or right to left? Where to put the menorah: outside, inside, near a window, on a table? Can
you move a lit menorah? When to light the lights: at sundown? Is it OK to delay until the whole family
can gather?

All these questions asked, and all these questions answered with rabbis saying, with elaborate
scholarship and thoughtful reasoning: Yes. No. Maybe.

You get done, and you have no clue what to do.

When I say the Talmud is a kooky book, I mean: (a) The discussions go all over the map. A
discussion that starts off about whether you can carry a toddler up the Temple hill turns into a

EPUEVUUUDPOOWOT wEDPT U8 w( UzU0wODPOl wUEDPODOT wOi UOUT T wEwUOaxTi O
breeze and clear| | EEDOT OWEOEwa OUwl EYl wOOwl EVUUT QawbEl Ewbl 1 Ul waod
that uses so much ink and so much paper to discuss the weighty matters about how to live your life in

contradictory opinions. By the end, you really wish for something ¢ anything t that just lays it out: Do
Ul PUS w# OO0z UWEOwWUT EUG w! 1 URoudEIwwd i1 Eud W0EWRUIWO w U T @®wdBod Owa O
want to foOOObP w' EUT 1 Oz Uw+EPy w6l OOOwadUzYl wEl Tl Owl pYl OWEWEUEE
to use them: so use them.

61 PET WEUPOT UwlUUwUOOwW3T 1 w+rEPBw' EUTT Oz UwW+EPS

And back to Moses and the Jews in Sinai.

9949
Tonight we get to the beating heart of my story.

(zY] WUEPEwWUT E0wOT 1T wUDT OwlOi wlOT 1 w&UI E0w, DUEEOT whEU WO 1
PlaowbplT awll 1 Ul wuPEUWODPOOWEOE wPT a wlT lit, bnid wiwykt W& 2 Rigullead OUT T 8 we
that they stayed lit.

! For more information, please see Night One, footnote 9.
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In other words: Why there was a Sign ¢ and why, when they saw the Sign, people understood the
Miracle.

To understand the Sign, you have to know about the Temple Menorah and the Sacred Oil, and those
are just two tiny threads of a vast magnificent tapestry: The Law.

The Law. I feel bad using such a short name, for the Law is so breathtakingly huge. But I have to call
it something.

The Law itself is a kind of miracle. The Law is amazing, unlike anything that went before or has come
since.

The Law is one of those topics, like DNA or string theory or black holes, that just gets vaster the more
Aa0lwoOOOwWPOUOWPUBW( Uz UwWODT woOil wlOT OUTI wOOxPEUwWPT T Ul wadUluwpk
beauty radD EUD OT wODP Ol wEwWUxPUEOwW! EOERAOQWEOEwWaOUwli DOOwa bl U wi |

,awl OEOwUOOPT T OwPUwlOOwWOTl OOwaOUwWEEOUOwW3T 1 w+EPOWEOEWDI
have little spinning pinwheels for eyes. The Law is just that amazing.

999

About 150 years after Abraham, the Egyptians captured most of the Jews and made them slaves.

They lived as slaves in Egypt for 350 years.

When Moses arrived and the Jews fled with him into the Sinai it was five full centuries after
Abraham. Twenty five generations of Jews had been born. Twenty-five generations had died.

The Jews that fled into the Sinai knew nothing but Egypt, and nothing but slavery. The only thing
UT EOwWOEET wOi 1 OwEDPI 11 Ul O0wi UOOWEGawbUT I Uws$ hsaheyidE OWUOEY T
Ewi UEOEOOUT I UwOEOI Ew2EUVUET OWEOCEwWUT T awUT OUTT OwET UxDUI wE
given a promise from a nameless, formless god.

999
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61 Yl WEOOI wUUtBoseHiMd Wheh Lhav® o ask you to make an effort to forget everything
you think you know.

Those Old Jews are long, long gone. Nothing like them exists today. None of us has anything in
common with them. Even the most faithful, fundamentalist, conservative Hasidic Jew has Nothing In
Common with the Old Jews.

(WEUUUOI wUT E0wadUz Y1 w UeniCanmandmentsd' w E ® Omul! 16 Ug#U uDBEO®O Quu E | U1
OPT T OwUI 1 Owi UOOWUDPOT WOOWUDPOT WEWUT UUOwWOT wiT ECwAOYDI 6 w8 O
Ul OOwa 60U wU O O b Tekadily vehet Dwhéx féu douodgetE Uz U w

That movie was made by Modern Western Men and Women playing dress-Ux 8 w3 1T EUznttwi REEUO:
what things were like. Exactly not a bit what things were like.

From movies like the Ten CommaOE O1 OUUOwPk1 z Y1 WEOOWEEUOUET Ewlil DPUwOOUD
Just Like Us except that they wore robes and sandals.

Oh, my dear friends: The Old Jews were so Not Like Us. The Old Jews were almost a different
species.

999

The closest parallel I can think of is looking into a working beehive. There you see an astonishing,
organized society with which you also have nothing in common. The constant activity of the bees, their
constant interactions; all of them independent and interdependent; a whole society dedicated only to
making honey and making more bees. And the minute you try to draw a parallel, like calling one of
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OF 1 OQwUT 1 ui 9 ProfbuBdlyumiss the point and lose perspective. There is no Queen in a beehive.

To say so trivializes and mocks the hive.
"EUT 1 OzUw+EPWETI | POl EWEWUOEDI Uadw3T 1T w+EPWEUI EUI EwOT T w
It created, in effect, a Giant Jewish Hive, far, far, far more elaborate and complicated than a beehive: a

huge, unique society dedicated only to honoring the Lord.

WUOEPI VAWEUWEDI 11T UI O0wi UOOwOUUWOPOWEUWEOaUT POT waodu
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it was.

Tonight we talk aboutti 1 w. OEw) 1 PUWEOEwW' EUT 1 Oz Uw+EPS
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So: the Book of Exodus says that 603,550 souls fled Egypt; naturally there are dozens of other
scholarly estimates, typically between a half-million and two million souls.

Now my rule of thumb with any estimates based on Biblical material is to cut them by 90%; typically
this provides a much more believable number. But whether there were 50,000 or 200,000 or 603,550 or
2,000,000, Moses was taking a lot of fucking souls into the desert.?

Now these Jews had been slaves, and while they may have been used to harsh treatment, they
Pl Ul Oz 0wUUI EwOOwWUT T wET Ul U0B w3 T 1 azE wdandorfost® Ergol 2y U1 UwpUI
had doors. Now they had only the open air.)

We can imagine how quickly Jewish jubilation turned into misery. As the food ran out, as the water
TEYI wOUUOwWEUwWUT T awl O0wi OU0T UwPOwli 1 weEOUODOT wUUOWEOEWEC
might have given him some leadership cred for awhile, but if he was so divine and his god was so all-

morosely.
OapEaows8OUzYI wUI |l OwpbpT E0wiBkkUPUwWET DOLEGWI OBUPEEOA U
people used to civilization suddenly lose it; even with some vague hope that FEMA is on the way and
the National Guard will arrive with MREs and comforting M16s any minute. You can imagine the quick
devolution of all those thousands of Jews stumbling blindly across the moonlit Sinai, the collapse of a
society of people who had been used to centuries of being bossed around in a very structured, albeit
YIi UawOxxUIl UUI EwODPYI Ubw Owoll EVOwWUT T azEWET T OwbOxxUl UUI Ew
unleaven!

Moses had mixed the chaos of the mob with the chaos of the desert and called it freedom.

2(zO0wlUapOl wOOWUT POOWOT wi OPwWUOwWx U0 wWUT DWoadBtddkutbobe Ubblgx 3-niirh® Y1 6 w( | wa
panning shots showing a solid wall of thousands and thousands of bodies + Woodstock was only about 300,000
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The Exodus was like taking everybody who lived in Kansas City into the desert. The Exodus was like taking

everybody who lives in Syracuse into the desert. The Exodus was like taking everybody who lives in Peoria, Illinois

into the desert. The Exodus was like taking everybody who lives in Salt Lake City into ¢ well, into an even nastier

desert. All of them. All of them, from all four cities. ALL FOUR CITIES, all at once, with nothing but what they

could carry.

What is it like to be in the desert, moving in a crowd with 599,999 other people? A typical movie theater has about

250 seats, and you know what a zoo that can be when the movie lets out. Now imagine that at the end of the lobby

each person goes to a special door that opens onto to another theatre, also completely jammed with people. Then all

those 250 movie theatres crammed with people let out into one gigantic lobby the size of the 40 football fields. Now

adUzUl wbOWEWEUOPEWO! wt YYOYYYwx]T OxO1l dw( OET POl wiOil ECwUI EwOil wx1
some Junior Mints. Except there are no rest rooms or refreshment stands. You and the rest of those 600,000 people

are in the goddam desert.

EIGHT NIGHTS 23



I imagine Moses having some Serious Disembodied Dialogs with Hashem. I imagine Moses saying;:
Lord, I better get me some goddam Rules, or everything is going to go straight to Hell.

Anyway, Moses made a beeline with this mob, and headed straight for Mount Sinai.?

Moses camped everyone around the foot of Mount Sinai. Then he climbed up the mountain, and after
a while, came sliding back down with the Tablets of Stone: What most people call the The Ten
Commandments.

(UzUwi EVEWUOWT of thes& ©Omnta@ntemtdDuuEG OB Uz Uw U OOl wx OEET wEI UPI |
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But a little more about how he got these Roughly Ten Commandments: Moses climbed to the top of
Mount Sinai, and the Jews below watched in awe as the top of the mountain became engulfed with
clouds of smoke and fire.

Remember wheOw ( wOl OUDPOOI Ew?2i 1 OPOET O2 wUT T w/ Ul Ul OET woOi wlOi 1
the Burning Bush, that was Shekinah making her first major appearance in a starring role. And it made a
EDT wbOx Ul UUDPOOWOOWUT 1 w) 1 PUWE U O Uddraotherlinua icodigdeldimdriutes, OUOU w2 D |
and a lot more of Shekinah over the next few Hanukkah nights as well.

Anyway, Moses comes skipping down the mountain trail, with his shiny new commandments etched

Eaw2i 1 OPOET zUw%bOT 1 Uwdi w%dhed bottonOwh&) diesth&Ef@d?0 U wdil w2 UOOT OwE OF
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The very first commandment ' EUT 1 Owl EEwl PY] Ow, OUIl Uwil EEwWET 1 Ow?800wU
EI T OUT w, 18>w T wl YI OwOx1 Ol EwUxwOOwWOT T wUOxDES uirsighg UwUOT T wi f
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Not loving. Not gentle. Not merciful. Not cruel. Not just. Not practically any of the attributes that
modern religions apply to Him.

Jealous.

Have no other gods before Him: First commandment.

And what does Moses find when he comes down?

While he was busy chatting with the Presence of The Lord, the Jews had had a little community
gatheringlOw EOEWE] EPETI EwUT EQwUT 1 awEPEOzZUwWUI EOOawWwOPOl wi 66060
formless god into the nasty cold desert.

So they had made an idol, a golden calf, and then (naturally) celebrated this event with singing,

EEOEDOT OWEOEwWOI wEOUUUI OwOOU0UwOI wi OUOPEEUDPOT dw( i wadUzUI
that appreciates fornicating.

Now what Moses had brought down from Sinai were Ten or So High Level Guidelines For Living a
EGOOCEwW+DPI T dw! U0wUOT OUT w31l OwOUw20w" OOOEGEOI OUVUWEPEOz DwOE
smashed the stone tablets to the ground.

Then he smashed the idol, gave everybody hell, and stormed back up the mountain in a huff. And

over the course of several weeks, commuting from the camp to the mountaintop, he finally brought back
673 commandments.

3 These days nobody has any clue where Mount Sinai was. Lots of candidate mountains have been nominated,
but no firm data. Some scholars speculate it was a mountain named Har Gebnunim, but I only mention this because
OT EOwOEOI wOl EOUwW?31 1 w, OUOCUEPOWOI w/ OUT w"T1T1 Ul O» wECEWUT EVWET | B

EIGHT NIGHTS 24



My take is that Ten Commandments would hRE YT wEIT 1 Owx Ol OUawbi wUT T wii pUwl EE
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was that the Chosen People were, for lack of a better word, Children.

(UzZ UwEOOWY la gravmippl sér@thiti@endtd], GO tuKeep things neat. For children, you need
to be more specific. Make your bed each morning, by eight am. Tuck those sheets in, like this. Smooth
UTT wxDOOOPOwWODPOI wli PUSw( zZ OOWE T wp@®UUWWEIOWWDET TwiEw@iEDQU W
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precise, specific orders like those you might give to a wayward, undisciplined child.

Everyone knows the Ten Commandments by heart already, right? So, since they only actually lasted
i OUWEwWOPOUUT wOUwUPOOWOI Uz UwWUEOOWDOUUI EEOQWUT T wt At w" 600
astonishing Law.

999
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Goofiest Commandments of the Law.

And you would be so very wrong.

For while the 673 commandments individually have some goofy, and I mean goofy, components, in
total they are honking brilliant ¢ a means of establishing a social structure -- a whole way of life.

They define an entire new society.

The problem for me, your storyteller, is this: since all the elements of the Law are so intertwined and

But I think I will begin with the Ark of the Covenant. Which is a central character in this Story and
also, a central element of the Law.

999
Now where have you heard about the Ark of the Covenant before? Why, in the movies. The movies
love the Old Testament. The Ark of the Covenant is the same Lost Ark raided by Indiana Jones.
31T w UOWPEUWEWEORSwW! awUT T whEaAaOwUI EUzZUwbi EVUWEQWEUOWD
UOOI Ul POT wUx1 EPEOS w- OET zUw UOWPEUWEWEOROWOOUWEWEOEUS w
You put something very special in an ark, like the last two living representatives of every creature on

the earth -- or in the case of this Ark, the broken Tablets of Stone. This Ark was built specifically to hold
the Ten Commandments.

The Law provides precise, elaborate descriptions of the Ark, actually a sort of a spec sheet that
describes exactly how to build and maintain it.

A box about the size of small coffin (much more room than was needed for the Stone Tablets). Built
of shittim (acacia wood, probably). Covered completely in gold. Two long poles of shittim wood to carry
it, also covered in gold. A lid (gold, naturally), and on the lid, two small, solid gold statues of our old
buddies, the cherubim.4

4o ObpwUOO!I WEUDT T DwEOAa wbUwx UOEEE 0a wU higddDidd ofuddmrhandiner® Ore of@ie! U0 wb 1 EC
31 Qw " OOOEOCEDI 6UUnNnn~> w eOUw EOUT UOEUT Oaw 2?61 EUw EEOUOW UT 1T w %bU
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2371 O0wUT EQUwWOOUWOE O] dnfagd bruadyf 1ikddssdf amyih@hg thdt i i ¥idavén above, or in the

earth beneath, or that the water under the earthd 2 w

Yes it may come as a shock, but in the Law are a lot of commandments requiring the Jews to grave a whole bunch of
images. Cherubim mostly. Also cows.
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When the Ark was complete, something astonishing happened that made the Ark the most precious
object on earth.
31T w UOWEPEOZzZUwNUUUwWT OCEwWUT 1 w2UOO01 w3EEOI UUWOI wOT 1T w3l O
It held the Living Presence of the Lord of Hosts.
This Ark held a living, breathing Presence. Shekinah herself lived inside the Ark.

You could see the Sign of the Presence of the Lord. From under the golden lid of the Ark, smoke and
fire poured out, all day and all night.

8OUwWOEawl EYIl wil EVEwWO!l wOT 1 w/ POOEVUWOI w" OOUEVUwEawEEawEOD
those more tomorrow night. But they refer to Shekinah in the Ark.

999
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Mercy Seat.

The Law defined that a tall screened canopy was to be erected around the Ark. And this canopy was
Ol UPEUOOUUOGawETI UEUDPETI EowUDPT T UWEOPOwWOOWUT 1T wOUOUDx*xO1 WEOO
and width, and even to the rings that would suspend the canopy over the Ark. (And, by the way, more
graven images: pictures of cherubim were to be woven into the cloth.)

This screened canopy was meant to keep the Ark from being viewed. No one was to look at the Ark,
except one man,oncead | EUO PIT z OOwl I Dwl0OwUT EOwWwPOWEWODOUUTI OwUOO8 wp3 T
PEUOzZUOwWEI Il POEwWPUUwWxUDYEEawUEUI 1 O8 A
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Really tall, maybe 35-40 feet tall. Like a 4-story house.

31 PUwUl OVWPEUVUWEEOOI Ew3i 1 w3EEI UOEEOI w31 EUzUwpPT T UT wlOT I
also meticulously described, right down to the fabrics to be used and the length of the tent poles.

The cloth for the canopy and the Tabernacle, according to the commandments, had to be thrown
away and newly rewoven every year. And believe me, that amount of cloth, what with cherubim
El UPT OUWEOQOEWUOWOOOwWPOUOEWUEOT wUOOT wUI UPOUU wde Halgsy DOT 6 w3 |
UTT awl EEwOT OUI wYl UUPEEOwI UEOTI UGB GODWDuk W B ik Sée Wk F Owd O
threads were inserted by hand.

So it would take a lot of looming, by a lot of people, to remake each year the huge lengths and widths

of clothrl GUPUI Ewi OUwUI 1 Ul wUOUUEUUUI U w ( wmthpulikdpaidtihgutbel 1 wi i 1 OU
Golden Gate Bridge. It probably took all year to replace the fabric that was about to be thrown out.
999

OK: a big tent surrounding the Ark.
What else is inside the tent, along with the Ark?

A great big incense burner, made of silver and gold. Again, meticulously described.
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And a lampstand, the Menorah. (To give you an idea of just how thoroughly these items were
El UEUDEI EOur(ztOWEEEDOT w

Also a table covered in gold. On this table, every day, were to be set twelve loaves of fresh bread.
This was called showbread (or shewbread, which sounds a even cooler). Showbread because it was
meant to be shown on the table, not eaten. At least not right away.

The Censer, the Menorah, and the Showbread Table were known as the Holy Vessels. Remember the

999
Why twelve loaves of bread? One loaf for each tribe. You see the 600,000 Jews were organized by
family ties ¢ tribes. And the Law began by setting out tasks for each of these tribes: like I said, providing
a kind of social order based on a Law that would unify them.

For example, one tribe ¢ I forget which ¢ was responsible for making the incense for that Censer in
the Tabernacle. Naturally the recipe for the incense was meticulously described. Every aspect of the Law
was meticulously described.

9949

Now the tall Tabernacle tent was to be enclosed by a running screen which would enclose the open
area surrounding it. Do I need to keep repeating how spec-sheet described this screen was?

The area around the Tabernacle -- the area enclosed by the screen -- was known as The Courtyard.
And that name is quite suggestive: A yard for the Court. Kings have courts, the people they choose to
trust and keep close, and kings meet with their courts in a courtyard. So if this is the Courtyard, then it
must be the place of the King. And the people in the Courtyard must therefore be the persons the King
chose to trust and keep close. And by inference: the King is Hashem, and the Jews are his Court.

5(z OwEUI E O Biffosedvadwudgdirtiquoting the Bible to quote this passage: the Law for the construction of
the Holy Menorah, which comes from Exodus 25, verses 31 through 40. It tells how to construct the menorah, a
OEOXxUUEOEOwW I UOOwW ? Ew UE O itarid unebriing x WelghtuequQeat? tai about 70 pounds.

3 And you must make a lampstand of pure gold. Of hammered work the lampstand is to be made. Its base, its

branches, its cups, its knobs and its blossoms are to proceed out from it. 3> And six branches are running out from its

sides, three branches of the lampstand from its one side and three branches of the lampstand from its other side.

3Three cups shaped like flowers of almond are on the one set of branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating, and

three cups shaped like flowers of almond on the other set of branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating. This is

the way it is with the six branches running out from the lampstand. 3 And on the lampstand are four cups shaped

like flowers of almond, with its knobs and its blossoms alternating. 3> And the knob under two branches is out of it

and the knob under the two other branches is out of it and the knob under two more branches is out of it, for the six

branches running out from the lampstand. % Their knobs and their branches are to proceed out from it. All of it is

one piece of hammered work, of pure gold. ¥ And you must make seven lamps for it; and the lamps must be lit up,

and they must shine upon the area in front of it. 3 And its snuffers and its fire holders are of pure gold. ¥ Of a talent

of pure gold he should make it with all these utensils of it. ¥ And see that you make them after their pattern that was

shown to you in the mountain.

3T PUwxEUUET T whEUwWUT T wbOUxDPUEUDOOwWI OUwWOT 1 wehe HdY &rail. EOE w& UT OEET +
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Testament scholars, about every little damned thing. This is how the Talmud came into existence.
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The Courtyard was about the size of a football field. The Tent of the Tabernacle and the Ark in the
very center of the courtyard.

In the Courtyard, in front of the entrance to the Tabernacle, stood an altar. Just to be clear, to the Jews
and to any religion of those days an altar meant one thing: Not a table, a barbeque. A place of flame to
burn sacrifices.

The Altar was a big brass brazier, a brass bowl the size of a bathtub, where a fire was kept burning
continuously.

Other things around the Tabernacle also had to be kept burning continually as well: the incense
censer, as was the Menorah.

Continuous burning, of course, required a continuous fuel. Wood for the fire, oil for the Menorah,
burning embers for the incense.

Just as the each of the twelve tribes had to provide a daily loaf of showbread, the twelve tribes were
to share, month by month, responsibility for providing the continuous supplies of fuel.

999
The menorah oil had to be pressed from olives, purified, and ¢ pay attention to this ¢ sanctified by
keeping it in the front of the altar flames for seven days.

In case you were nodding off, I repeat: The menorah oil had to be pressed from olives, purified, and

999
Do you see how these commandments start to fit together? These were commandments ¢ things you
had to do to keep Hashem happy. And they required a constant flow of activity and cooperation; work
shared by all the tribes.

. * o wpkl z YstraeredBurtiard, and Tabernacle tent holding the Holy Vessels and the Ark, and
oil lamps and incense burning, and an altar of ever-burning fire. Now what?

Obviously: now we have sacrifices.

g g g
There were two kinds of sacrifices (three really, if we count the Red Heifer, which is the strangest
sacrifice of all).

First: sacrifices of Thanksgiving. Second: sacrifices of Expiation.

-OpPpwUT 1 w3 EOOUT DYPOT wUEEUDI DET Uwpkl Ul wOOUUOawli wi 6060 UC
items would get tossed on the altar and burned.

when you had a newborn child, and so on.

For the most part, vegan sacrifices were holocausts®. Most animal sacrifices, however, were partial
sacrifices. The commandments described which parts of the animal were to be butchered and thrown
away (mostly the spine), which parts were to be burned completely (the fat, mostly), and which parts
were to be, in effect, cooked (the nice juicy fleshy parts, mostly). Those parts got pulled out of the fire
when they were cooked, and the people making the sacrifice, and the priests, got to eat them.

So along with pleasing Hashem, sacrificers got themselves a nice roast leg of lamb for dinner.

¢ A holocaust sacrifice meant completely burning everything, leaving nothing behind. The term was
Ol UExT OUPEEOCOawExxOPI EwUOwWUT I w- E achublly ausorBdd fedirGobl Gefnd) n®d uiteOT wOT T w) I
old. Like 3500 years old.
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animals for sacrifice (that is, with one stroke of a sharp knife through the neck), and also the sacrifice
Laws about which parts can be then be eaten and which must be thrown away, and so on.

61 z OO wE D U E UitelhomOtBeus{omfificel 1dvsuicame to be applied to the Jewish diet. But Jews
might be interested that very few of the gazillion rules of a strict Kosher diet are specifically called out in
the Law as found in the Tanakh. These rules are Talmudic, developed by rabbis. What the Law does call
OUUOwWwPPUT wOOwI gUPYOEEUDPOOwWPUWUT PUO WEOOZz Uwl EVCw4 OEOI EOQWE
So this might be a good time to talk about two Big Fat Concepts:

Clean and Unclean.

Clean and Unclean have nothing to do with being hygienic or being dirty. These are ritual terms. And
while scholars of many religions with concepts of ritual purity will assert an absolute equivalence
between hygienic purity and ritual purity, there is none’. Sorry. Ritual cleanness is defined by religious
law, and by faith, not by science.

But there is nothing wrong with basing onez actions on a belief in a cleanness one cannot see with
the naked eye. You do this for your doctor EOOwUT I wUD Ol 8 w baiséd autybuddeibytadiggld) wa O U w
slack?
999
The Law states, for example, that certain species of animals were Clean (sheep, goats, cows, fish,
some kinds of birds). Some animals were Unclean (pigs, delicious lobsters).
You were forbiddentol EQwUT DOT UwUOTl EVwpPI Ul wUOEOI EO8w OEwadUwWEOUO
Of course other some things could be clean sometimes and unclean at other times. Most importantly,
People.

g g g
A person who had come into contact with menstrual blood, for example, even her own, was Unclean.
And that person would need to take a ritual bath to return to Cleanness.

the most bacteria-infested item in the house. Way, way worse than any toilet seat. And practically
Ux1 EODOT Owi al Bl ODE E OO avards sff téuehin® thadspangelld BB 2ubr, &un
if you splashed in a wading pool of menstrual blood.

But in terms of ritual cleanness, you could wipe that bacteria-ridden sponge all over your body and
still be Ritually Clean. But a touch of even an eensy-weensy drop menstrual blood ¢+ your own or anyone
I O UHlagdimgo ¢ you and everything you then touched became ritually Unclean.

999
Only things that were ritually clean could enter the courtyard of the Tabernacle.

So the Law also describes a special kind of bathing pool, a Mikvah, which requires a special
construction: fresh water that flowed into a standing pool, and then flowed out. And lists specifics about
how to bathe in the pool to make you ritually clean again, so you could enter the courtyard.

999
Now why did you need to be clean? Why did you need to enter the courtyard? Because if you could
not enter the screened courtyard of the Tabernacle you could not make a sacrifice.

7 If ritual purity had an absolute hygienic equivalence, then the definitions of ritual purity of Buddhists, Hindus,
Jews, Bahais, Muslims, Shintos, Native Americans, Eastern Orthodox Christians, etc., etc., etc. would all line up
neatly. What do you think, they all line up neatly?
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And why did you need to make a sacrifice? Because, without a doubt, you had done something
PUOOT wbOw' EUTT Oz UwUBT T UB w8 OUwWI EEWEUOO]I OwbOl wdi w EUTIT Oz L
And Hashem did not look kindly on those who broke his commandments. Not kindly at all.
You could fix things up with Hashem, usually, with a sacrifice. For most of these broken
commandments, the specific sacrifice of expiation was specified. You needed to burn a dove or a sheep
or something.
' DOT wWUPUUEOOGAaWEOI EOQWEPEDz UwOl E Quubiillmébded © thokeitid OU wi E E w
prescribed sacrifice for that to happen. But it was the first step -- you could only make the sacrifice at
Altar in the Courtyard, and you could only get to that Altar if you if you were Clean.

So getting ritually clean was a big deal, because making the proper sacrifice was a big deal.
Otherwise you would be In Bad With Hashem. And, believe me, you did NOT the hell want to be In Bad
with Hashem.

999
Holy cow, did you not want to be In Bad with Hashem.

Remember that the Jews at this point still did not believe in Heaven and Hell. But they did believe in

O7T 1 wedOUIl gUI OET Uwodi wEPUOET abpOl w EUT T OzUwt At uEOOOEOEODI O
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Nice Long Life. Disobey and yOUz EWET w2 PEOOw/ OOUWEOE w#1 EES w
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sick and poor. And their sons, your nice little grandchildren. And beyond: your great-grandchildren.
And all your wives and sisters. And their husbands, and their brothers and wives and sisters and

children would suffer too. So one thoughtless act by one thoughtless person could fuck things up for
maybe thirty or forty family members for the next sixty or seventy years.

Naturally, this belief in the consequences of your thoughtless act would make you want to run to the
EOQOUEUwWPPUT wadUUwi RxPEUPOOWEOYI w 2 /dw(l wOl EQwOI E
OO0l dw OEwaldOUzZEwWPEOUwWUI EOWEOUEUVUWI PUI wEUUODOT whi 1 O
line, it was your whole family in jeopardy. You can bet your family would be breathing down your
unclean neck.

P17 OUT wOil 1 w+EPOwWaOUwWEOOODT wi EET Ew' EUTT Oz UWwEOT 1 UBw+HOI u
AOUVWEEOZ OWEOWUT 1 wU Hod bodldidd b tiu®;B dufmisht BdciBietd Ein was worth it. You
might 07 DOOW' EUT 1 Ow b §éulrisbratink (b6 BHBIED BOOWa OUUwPEa wOUOwOT wpUd
Cain thought he killed his brother.

60waodu
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But after Hashem gave the Law, everything changed. After the Law, if you sinned, it was as though
Hashem would set you on fire and then let you burn until everything close to you was in ruin.

Hashem enforced the Law more ruthlessly than any South American drug cartel or Asian Triad or
the Eastern Euopean Mafia, for he poured His Wrath down not only on you, and your immediate family,
but on all your living relatives, and beyond that: on generations of your relatives yet to be born.

Oh, and by the way, thisP E U0z UwU O Ol yauCr&u@iBléciddtda@dt or unadopt. There was no
way in and no way out. Being a Jew was not a religion.

8OUwWI PUT T UwpkPl Ul wE w)likebeedming HChtisbian dria BuddhistE Théewasinothing
to say or unsay to make you a Jew. There was no place you could run where the Law E D E &ppl{l You
were a Jew by blood, and wherever you went, the Law applied to you.
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You were a Jew because your forefather Abraham cut the deal with Hashem, and you were part of
that deal. You were bought and sold: a captive; a slave to the Lord. That missing foreskin? That was just
the sign of ownership, like the brand on the haunch of a steer. If you were related to Abraham, you were
" EUT 1T Oz U wand @oar fddeskdn better the hell be gone, or Hashem would be angry.

Forwhat' EUT 1 Oz lentdilé] skedbove.
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suddenly you see the 3D dolphins.
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999
A few more points of the Law.

This whole set up ¢ the Tabernacle, the altar, and so on t needed people to run it. And the Law set
down that one of the Twelve Tribes (remember the Twelve Tribes?) was to be put in charge.

That tribe, the tribe of Levi, would be the ones in charge of keeping the fires burning, of assuring that
the sacrifices were done correctly and so on. The tribe of Levi would supply the Priests of the
Tabernacle.

(Yl wOOOawUOUET 1 E w OlGw B wolvelrs Hiue xvBdDe @bl hoéks and)ihdumntains of
interpretive commentary. And the execution of the whole law was going to be a full-time job.

So the Levite priests could be dedicated solely to the task of putting The Law into action, the Law
said that they (a) could do no other work and (b) would receive a tithe ¢ a tenth ¢ of all the sacrifices.

So if you were going to sacrifice some grain, the Levites got a tenth. A tenth part of the lamb you
were going to sacrifice. And so on.

So if there were enough sacrifices, the Levites would do OK.
And the Law really set up that there were going to be plenty of sacrifices.
999

673 commandments. 365 negative ¢ things you were not supposed to do; 208 positive: things you had
to do.

For most of the negative commandments, an expiation sacrifice. For most of the positive
commandments, an attendant sacrifice of thanksgiving.

11 01 OEl UOw( wi EYI OZOwUEPEwWOO!I whPOUEWEEOUUwWUI xI OUEOEI 6
Contrition had nothing to do with it. Nobody including Hashem cared if you were sorry. Nobody gave a
shit about your attitude. Either you paid the price for your sin ¢ the sacrificet OUwa OUWEDE Oz U8 w( | w

you were square with Hashem. Otherwise not.

You could barely get through a day without breaking one of the negative commandments. You could
hardly get through a month without failing to do one of the positive commandments.

So animals, vegetables, grains were flowing into the Courtyard to the altar and going up in smoke,

more or less constantly, thanks to' E UT 1 O z.And+dn Ipercent of the sacrifices that flowed through
the Courtyard flowed into the pockets of the priests.

999
In addition to individual sins (personally breaking specific commandments), there were collective
sins ¢ the failure of the whole Jewish x I Ox O1 WUOQWEEUwWDOWEEEOUEEQET whpbDUT w' EUI
incident, for example, would qualify as a Great Big Collective Sin. And in the course of their history, the
Jews would do whole lot of Collective Sinning.
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And there was a sacrifice for these Collective Sins as well. The most important of these was the
annual Rite of Atonement. Yom Kippur.

Only one man could do this rite: the High Priest, one of the Levite priests, who was elected to the job.
(OwPEUWEwWOOOT OWEOOXxOPEEUI EwUPUUEOwWUT EQwOl 1 El EwOOWET w

work and all sorts of nasty stuff would fall on everyone. Just as Hashem would send Poverty and Illness

and Death to you and your children and grandchildren, He would drop a whole can of Nasty on all the

YTl PUwWPl w' 1 wEPEOz Owl 1 UwUTl PUWUEEUDPI PET wEOOT wRUUOwWUPT T U8 w
The Law set out three occasions a year when every single Jew needed to go to the Tabernacle, get

Clean, and get together in the Courtyard. Yom Kippur was the Great Big One. No excuses about that
one. So all the Jews would be there for the Rite of Atonement, All Eyes On the High Priest.

It would be easy to spot the High Priest: He wore special clothes: a turban, a golden crown, a white
robe with a jeweled breastplate, a purple under-robe with tiny golden bells sewn into its hem ¢ all these
garments, of course, specified by the Law.

The ritual took most of a day, and had many phases, and between these phases the High Priest
would bathe and change clothes.
(zOOWRNUUOwWUODbxwlOOwWUOOT wi PTT wxOPOUUOw3POWDPETI OUPEEOWIT O
ribbon tied around its horns, and be driven into the wilderness, as a sacrifice to the Demon Azazel.
Remember Azazel ¢ with the eye shadow and swords?
Thatz UwUDPT T OOwUT T w+ EPwUT OwOUOwWUT E0wOT 1 w. OEw) 1 pPUwi EEwOOwW
The other goat (where we get the term scapegoat)® would be sacrificed to Hashem on the altar.
I mentioned earlier that once a year the canopy around the Ark would be cast aside and one man
would see the Ark inside. This was that time. The High Priest was that man. He would carry a bowl of
OT1 wi OEUZUWEOOOEwWDPOUOwWUT 1 w3EETI UBEEOI OwUi UOPWEUDPET wUT 1
sides of the Ark.
999
And the High Priest would see Something.
EOYI wUT T w UOwliil zEwUI 1 wEWEOOUEWOI wi 06pHOT wdODPUU
the High Priest would see in that cloud The Face of the Lord.
999

After he saw the Face, the High Priest would step outside the Tabernacle, and standing its doorway,
in the courtyard, facing all the Jews in the world, he would say aloud the Secret Name. And the Jews
would weep when they heard it.
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(And I guess forget how to say it a few moments later, since nobody supposedly could know the
Name except the High Priest.)
999
One or two more data points:
At one point Moses seemed to realize that he would need the buy-in of the tribes to make the Law
work. Every EOUx Ol wOl wEEaUwi 1 zEwl OwUxwl0i 1 wOOUOUEDPOWEOEWEOODI
Law. The Tribes were getting restless.
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the atonement sacrificial goat. ChriU UDE QWE x OO0 0T DUUUWOEOT wEwWYI Ua wOEOI wEEUI wlT ECwU
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So Moses invited leaders of the tribes to accompany him on one of his mountaintop excursions. Into

that cloud of fire and smoke that hovered around Mount Sinai. So that one of every tribe could hear with

Ui 1 PUWOPOwWI EVUVWOT T ws OPET OwUi | wpDUT wOT 1 PUWOPOwWI ail Uw' EUI
Oh yes, they joined him; they trudged up the mountain. But they came scurrying back down right

away. Those tribal leaders would not say what they had found there. They just begged Moses never to
take them up there again.

999
Anyway, the Law institutionalized the Twelve Tribes. Not just the Levites, all of the tribes.

The Tabernacle, Courtyard, the Altar, the ArOOw | YI UaUT POT ow 0T 1 Ul wpkl Ul Oz 0w
location: The whole affair was meant to be dismantled, moved, and rebuilt regularly. The damned
medicine show would be set up with a different Tribe every few weeks.

Now at the time that the Law was being brought down by Moses, page after page after page, all
Twelve Tribes were camped at the foot of Mount Sinai, the Mountain of Pure Cheese. So the Tabernacle
EPEOzUOwl EYT wOOwWOOY! wi EVUwWUOOWET wOUEUDOOI EwPpPUT wEWEDI I 1 UI
But eventually (as Hashem had promised Abram), the Jews would indeed get a country of their own.
Hashem, as promised, delivered the goods. And when they came into the Promised Land, the Tribes of
Jews spread across the land, and the distances the Tabernacle had to move became great.

And since each tribe had to share responsibilities with the others, these regular movements of the
Tabernacle meant establishing coordinated logistics.

Also, each month a different tribe had to provide the enormous amounts of fuel required for the
ever-burning fOE O1 UOwUI T EUEOTI UUwOIi whkpi PET wOUPET whPEUwWI OUUDPOT 6 w2
coordinate those mountains of firewood and so on, in a rough land, with few forests and fewer roads.
And just as one tribe got familiar with the drill, another tribe would have to take on the job.

And since the tribe of the Levites was attached to the Tabernacle, it meant that the host tribe would
need to make living arrangements for all the Tabernacle priests and their families as well.

And for Yom Kippur, and also Shauvot (or as at was called at the time of the Macabbees, Pentecost),
and for the seven-day festival of Sukkot -- those times when all Jews of every tribe were required to be in
the courtyard of the Tabernacle -- the host tribe on those occasions would also need to figure out food
and lodging for the entire nation of the Jews.

999

Now this seems a good time to mention that the Golden Calf affair really set Hashem on the warpath.
He decreed (through Moses) that the Jews would not come into the Promised + EOE wUDT | OwEPEa o wU
first be forced to wander the desert for Forty Years, and only then receive the country promised to
Abram. And only if they kept the Law.

So at the start of the Law, there was a carrot as well as a stick. Obey the Law and get the Promised
+EOESw. UWEOO7zUBw- O0UwOOOawbPOUOEwWaOUWEOEWaOUUWET UET OEEO!
Promised Land.
g g g

Do you see? The Law defined and created a whole society ¢ a hive, if you will  based on the endless
worship of the Lord.

The Tabernacle was a lot like the factory in a company town. The life of all the Jews was connected to
the endlessly burning Altar.

The constant flow of wood for the fires. Of water for bathing. Of things to sacrifice. Grain. Sheep,
goats, oxen. Birds.
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The constant weaving of new Tabernacle tents and canopies, which had to be remade each year. The
constant demand for wool and cotton and linen needed to weave those fabrics.

And of course, a constant flow of joyous life events that demanded a sacrifice, like a childbirth or
harvest. And a constant flow of sins that required sacrifices. After all, the Jews were only human.

Like the smokestacks in that factory town, smoke poured from the Altar constantly.

999

Also consider the effects of those annual required gatherings. That requirement of constant return to
OTT Ul wl ECIT UPOT UwOl EOOwUT E0wOOw) 1 PWEOQUOEWODYT wlOOwI EUL
move your shop to Alexandria or Macedon: you needed to be within striking distance of the Tabernacle.

Those gatherings really defined a lot of extra work, just like you have to work extra hard before and
after taking a vacation. They forced everyone to drop everything, and make travel arrangements for the
PT 001 wi EODOa wpE O O heb pebple trdvéldd Byuats,lami Unmsrdn Gutidf room and sent you
to the stables to sleep). (Since you and all your family would be away, if you had flocks to look after, this
almost required that you have somenon-) | PDUT wUOE YT UGS K w8 Otdry & ediffefentiviberud OwOT T w
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the find the food and water and all the necessities for the trip back home.

Think of the elaborate preparations each host tribe had to make to support those gatherings.

To follow the Law required constant organization, constant initiative, constant effort, constant
agreement on the part of everyone. The Jews had to work together, plan together, worship together, live
together.

999
And to top it off, the Law instituted a day of rest: the Sabbath, that required work to stop on one day
out of seven. Which is probably a good thing, or the Jews then would be like people are these days ¢
OT1azEwlhl YI UwUUOxwbOUODPOT 8w
999
The Law, with its demands for constant worship, created a whole focused, organized society.
Nothing like this had ever happened before. No other nation was focused so utterly on constant

religious requirements. For the Jews, every other part of life was secondary.

Their whole focus was the Law.

999

And this society created by the Law, created, in effect for Hashem, and by Hashem, lived according
to His will [with a few minor interruptions] for generation after generation after generation. For more
than 1500 years.

A society who lived with a single continuous purpose, never looking around, never asking why, for
fifteen centuries.

Until the Babylonians showed up one day and blew the whole kit and caboodle to smithereens. But
UT E Uz U fokEanothet Gighd w
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I told you about how touching blood could make you unclean. This is why women were set apart in
the Red Tent during menstruation, and kept apart after childbirth, and needed to bathe in a mikvah

before returning to their families (and why every little town and village needed to have access to a
mikvah, which was yet another constant task).
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But you would be made even more unclean by touching a dead human body. No Mikvah could clean
you. Also anything the dead body touched was unclean. And anybody or anything you touched after
touching a dead body became unclean.

Now people die all the time, and you have to bury them within a day (according to the Law). So the
families who bathed, and wrapped and buried their dead loved ones were unclean, and their furniture
and tents were unclean, and everyone who gave them a sympathetic hug was unclean.

The only thing that could clean the touch of Death was the Blood of the Red Heifer.

This is the third type of sacrifice I mentioned earlier, and, besides the Rite of Atonement, the only
other task assigned to the High Priest.

First you needed a Red Heifer. A Red Heifer isOz Ow Ul EOOa wUl EG w31 1 w+EPwUl UUwWO
toughest ones were these: Its hair needed to be all one color: it could have no more than two hairs of a
different color. Priests would need to examine each hair. Hair by hair by hair.

Also, it could never have been yoked. So someone needed to notice the hair might be all one color
before it got yoked. Good luck on that.

In the 2500 years after the Red Heifer laws were established, only nine were ever found.

The sacrifice of the Red Heifer took place outside the Tabernacle. A special altar was set up, with a
ramp beside it. Piles of cedar, hyssop wood on an altar next to the ramp.

Because the Heifer was going to be burned whole, and it would be a bitch to lift her on to a hot fire.
Therefore, build a ramp, build a fire, kill her and tip her over onto the altar.

The high priest killed the heifer, pushed the dying animal on to the altar. Like cow-tipping.

Once dead the whole beast was burned, even the unclean parts. Then all the ashes, both of the wood
and flesh were collected.

Then these ashes were mixed with water. This was the Magic Stuff, this ash water. Priests would
sprinkle the water on the unclean persons and objects and they would be cleaned. But he priest would
go to the mikvah, because | OUwWUOOT wUl EUOOwUT EV0wl Y1 OwlOi 1 w3EOOUEWEEO:
UOEOI EOOwWUT 1 wxUPI UUOWET EOGOTI UwUOBEOTI EOCH6( wEOOZzZUwi 1 UwbUB w
mikvah. Anyway, final clean-ness would be thus restored.

So in addition to a mikvah, every little town and village needed to have a priest with a bottle of Red
Heifer Ash Water. More work for the Levites.

. OWwEOQOUT T UwoOPT T Ow(zO00wUl OOwadUwpkIT a wtihe Fundamdntaiisti D1 1 Uw D
Christians.
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Night Three

Three candles.

Why do we do this same gesture: lighting the candles, singing the blessings, every night the same for
eight nights?

Remember that this celebration of Hanukkah was set up by men, not by the Law. And I think the
men who established it saw the value of this repetition.

We repeat instead of doing something new each night, so we can focus and reflect on the gesture.
Sometimes the gesture seems boring. Sometimes, though, we see it in a new light EOEwD Uz UWEUEOE wOI
And that is marvelous.

The discipline of repetition is part of their gift to us over the centuries.

999

(YTl wxUOOPUI EwdauUl Ol wOOUwUOOwagUOU!T wi UOOWUT T w! PEOT wki b
campfire fashion. From meOOUa OwOUWE U wUT 1 w U E Bhbt Geerns lin€pbridnt & ma, toitell EUU S 2 w
this tale by heart, no notes. SOw( z Owl OPOT WOOWUEUI pwUTl DOT UwUxOwl UEUEOUI 1 E

I could quote chapter and verse. I could quote from UT | wUET OOEUOa wbkb Ovedgreaf 7 Y1 wUI E
scholatU WE OOz Owi EYI wEwxT Ui 1 ECwOUUUT 6 w3 I dughlsome &f theuéarfpedi OOET OOw
opinions of scholars are smart ¢ not like my half-assed opinions 4 OE Oa wOi wUT 1 OWEOOz UwUI 1 O
bright, at least to me. Also, I have looked at this history for U O w O O Ofelfobiige Yol dlaw my own

conclusions and makl wOa wOPOwUx1 EUCOEUDPOOUB8 w8 OUZzUT wi Ul T wOOWEOwWUIT T w

The great muslim Sufi poet Rumi says: If you have no facts and only opinions, have good opinions about
Allah. At a certain point as you delve into this Great Miracle, you realize that no one has all the facts.
Least of all me. Even the best of us only have opinions. At least I have good opinions about Hashem.

20wbhi wadlzUl wbOUxPUI EwEa wOa wUUOU agudfiddualdt bfopinio@sO UT wUT OU
that diverge from mined w( WEOOZ UWEEUI dw (il wadUz Ul wb O YweD Uhet tellE & wOa wUU
your own version, and call me an asshole. That at least is an unassailable fact.

Until then, just accept that even with its flaws, my version is reasonably EOOUT wUOwUT I wOEUOB8 w8
UOEUUT UwET U1l UwadUlwi T EVwWwPUwWUT EOwadUlwpkl Ul wgl i OUT dw3i EUZ UL
999
During my coffee breaks ( 7 Y1 WEIT 1 O wiwks OfBittRdt Gallaktica E OE wi 1 Ul z Uwl Op w0l EUL
handles boring exposition. First they show you some hugely dramatic scene -- a Viper crash, or a Cylon
I OOEDOT wEwWT UOw U Ow2 UE U Elaadjgstiwhénl yeuEget ihterestéd tbdy Pdpaup theu
POUEUW? KWuwi OU UképwdutEd)tBeE20 tdimuted dD Bovirlg exposition that led to the dramatic
opening scene. And you sit through those boring minutes gamely, rolling your eyes, but thinking OK,
( Z O Owinkt Bappers to Starbuck??
If I were to use that method, it would go like this:
(UZUWEWEUDPOOPEOUOWUUOOawWEEaAB w6l zUT wOOWEWOEUUOPWEOEEOI
us, narrow houses line the edges. People wearing robes and sandals, men, women, and children, and all
of them cheering and waving palm fronds. Echoing from the walls, the sound of drums mingle with the
UT OUUDPOT dw#1 1 xwOl UUOI wEUUOUWEOOOS w20EOOwWT PET wEUUOUwWx O>
blare, and reed pipes bleat, and thin cymbals crash.
Not far down the hill, we see a procession approaching. A cadre of soldiers, marching in formation,

bronze armor gleaming, bronze spear tips shining, bareheaded and holding their helmets, tramp, tramp,
tramp in time.
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Children and dogs dash between the UOOE D1 UUQwD Uz UwEwWT EOQI 6 w6 001 OwlT UOP W
pass: these float onto UT 1 w U OfowiRgihtdid zuw UwUT T a wEOOT wEOOUI Owa OUWEEOuwI 1 E
gruff voices, a rough staccato marching song: the places they have fought and died sets the time of their
march. They pay attention to their song, not to the blare of trumpets or the shouts of the crowd. Their
faces are serious, but not grim. Some of them seem happy.

Behind them, priests in white robes and tall conical blue hats walk; they almost dance. Each priest
holds a censer, and rich smoke billows around them: frankincense, amber, chandal. The crowd quiets as
they pass, as the smoke charges the air.

POOwWUT T OQwx1 Ox Ol wUI 1 wki E U wtldy thaeg with allEHeil ight FoPrid® tBdy wi O UOwE
can see it! Now it comes! The Ark!

The Ark of the Covenant, held high above the cheering throng, carried by four bare-chested,
sweating men who lift its golden handles by one arm above their heads.

The cloth that covers the Ark is cut so it drapes across the sides, but the golden cherubim on its lid
are exposed, brilliant in the noon sun. A constant misty fog seeps from under the cover of the Ark, and it
mingles with the incense. As it passes the crowd is bathed in a holy cloud.

And a naked man dances in front of the Ark on its march up the hill. Young, slim, muscled, skin and
hair oiled so he gleams like another golden cherubim in the bright sun. On his head, a thin singlet of
T OCEQwWUI T w*POT ZUWEUOP OGS w
He is the most beautiful man anyone has ever seen, so beautiful that men weep to look at him. So
beautiful that no one even thinks that he blasphemes by dancing naked before UT I w UO8 w31 1 az O0uwli
about that later, but now they only see his beauty, and how he seems to bow as he dances, bowing
constantly as if to the people who watch him, or to the Ark, or to Hashem.

The beautiful young man is King David, triumphant against all odds. The city is Jerusalem.

This how King David brings the Ark to its new home.

999

At this point ! EU0O1 UUEUW&EOEEUPEEWPOUOEWEUOwWUOOwWEWUET Ol wOEE
EVCUUDPOT wOOWEWUET O wOEENSR Ew? hut OKYOYYYuwi OUUUwI EUODI U

Wide shot of Mount Sinai at the crack of dawn; a great orange sun slowly rising, distorted by the
desert air while the sky is still dark: An overhead pan of the 600,000 Jews folding their tents, hoisting
xEEOUwWOOwWUT I PUwi T EEVUBwWw(UzUwOOOWOPO! wlUI 1 wEUOPEWPEUET PO
hungry. A rapid tracking shot through the shambling throng; the grim faces, children stumbling
forward, cheeks stained with tears; hundreds of sad, grim faces, thousands of them; a long, painful,
nearly endless scene.

Finally we reach the edge of the crowd. The camera pulls in on Moses, bearded, fierce, his wild beard
side-OPUWEa wUT 1 wOOP wl OOEwODT |ittauheidisténée Hrodtha vdidz UwUUEUD OT wET | E
A few yards away, fOU Uw Ol Owil OOEwWUT 1 wil OOEI OWEEUUaDOT wxOO0l Uwoi wC
big, strapping, bare-chested fellows holding it overhead, though, not like in the procession into
Jerusalem. These fellows seem to be struggling even to lift it from the ground.

And here a big, glowing cloud billows out from beneath the cloth that covers UT 1T w UOOQOwOD Ol wlTl I
raging fire inside. The cloud seems almost alive, drifting methodically around the feet of the carriers,
then twisting up into the air in a column lit as with a flame from within. For a moment the pillar pushes
upright into the sky as if it has no end. Then it bends, unmistakably, like a long finger pointing the way.

11500 years earlier: DaY DEz Uwil OUUawPEUwWPOwhyYYYuw! " $OWEUOwWOOPwPIT WET 1 EQWEE EC
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Moses watches, lifts his staff, and points in the same direction. Turning, he faces his people and
UT OU0Uw?6 EOCOwWOON,?
The Ark is leading the Jews deeper into the wilderness.
9949
"EUTT Oz OUwEOGT T Ud w' 1 wUKisBrientBok theuGolben Jaif théyEvduldEndnder th the
wilderness for 40 years before they came into the Promised Land. Moses, he added, Moses, his faithful
servant, would not live to enter the Promised Land.

9949
+1 Uz UwRNUUOwWUOD x wED O £ Etokpi lL@0G eats in fhaudedert, after all. Suffice it to
say, after the 40 years of desert wandering, Hashem finally showed the Jews the Promised Land.

May I say I find that actual event rather odd? You get the impression from all HD U w? ( wUT EOOwl DY w
OEOEOG 2 wUT | Haéhehty Fuul T€BIdxe Dramatic Miracle like parting the Red Sea; POOF: and
OTTUIl zUw3T 1 Ww&EUET QwoOi w$EI OQw( (Ow3l 1T w/ UOGOPUI Ew+EOEBd w
Instead He just showed a place to them: He led them to the borders of Canaan. He led them to
Canaan, a land already entirely | UOOwOI w" EOEEODPUI UOWE O g BB W ? ulkudIO®aIO & wi
Hashem said it was theirs for the taking.
So they took it.
Adios, Canaanites.

But not without blood. Lots of battles, lots of blood.

999
Now by that time, the Jews that took Canaan from the Canannites were no longer the Exodus Jews,
the former kvetching slaves who had suddenly been cast from oppression into chaos. Forty years had
passed, and most of those Jews were dead.
These Jews weUl wUT 1 PUWET DPOEUI OOWEOEwWUT 1 PUWET POEUI Oz UWET POEL
wandering, who had grown used to desert heat and desert cold. These Jews were tough, sun-baked, and
as lean and stringy as the goats they herded. They had never lived in housesO w U | rlevezh&d a door.
311 azEWEOOI wOOUIT POT wiedoHHayl tastayadivel in b wddld) dedigddd to ki fhdmU
3T T awpki Ul Oz UwehwdIGE Bl ukl sl ufEFRW UOD OT w" EOEOOPUTI UOwPT OQWEOU(
But the Canaanites were softer, plumper. Juicier. Better fed. Used to living under roofs and inside
walls. Gulping down well-water whenever they pleased. What chance did those Canaanites stand
against these desert-hardened Jews?

g g g
The battles for Canaan b1 Ul Oz Uwl U Etfek &l 1 U D @ Bblidaels gt bwords and chariots,
but desperate, terrified men on both sides, men armed with kitchen knives and homemade spears, and
axes, scythes, and hammers; with sticks, fists, and teeth;

Fathers, sons, brothers; men and women tearing into other men and women and even children, until
they broke through bone and teeth and skin, until blood spurted from the cracked skull and guts poured
from the slashed belly, until the ground turned brown and slippery from shit, until enemies fell
screaming and begged for death.
And yet, even though blood covered their hands, even though bits of hair and bone clung to their
redUUEDOI Ewi EOCEUOwWUI 1 awEPEOZ OwUUOxwlT 1T wi EEODPOT wEOGEwWUIT 1 w
ground dead and dying for one side or the other to fall away screaming and weeping, or to run off in
terror, and to plead to be allowed to give the victors whatever the hell they wanted.

No war is pretty, but this is the stuff of horror. This is the stuff of nightmare.
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61 EOWEPEwW EUTT OQwli POOWOT wEOCOWUT PUWOPOODPOT yw, EAETl waodu
of the Lord as kind and loving.
Not then. Not that Lord.
Hashem had given the Jews an order: "You shall not leave alive anything that breathes."
3 1 E UgHhshéhi of the Old Jews.
In fact when Joshua discovered that his armies had left some women and children as survivors, he

sent them back to rub them out.

Every last living one of them.

999
During their battles for the Promised Land, the Jews brought the Holy Ark from the Tabernacle, and
carried it with them into battle.

They took the Holy Presence of the Lord into the killing fields.
JEAEl waodUz Vi wll i QwlOi OU1 wlia@rosedbsus BIEyOE BedhEdF@mall vith U O w E w U -
some kids. A nice PC etnically diverse bunch of kids. And the message of these sculptures is ¢ bringing
) 1T U0Uzw/ Ul Ul OEl wbOUOwWI YI UawUDPOOawEUxT EQwOl wOOl zUwODI |6
Well our ancestors took that approach to its limit. They brought the Presence of the Lord right into
the smoke and the mud and the blood and the shit.

Anyway, with Ark in the vanguard, the Jews won and won and won; they drove out the Canaanites
from a big chunk of Canaan, and took that land as their own EOE WEEOOI EwDUw) UET ES w2 Ow(
argue with success.

999
Now perhaps you noticed something when I described the Law. Perhaps you noticed that no

mention was made of leadership.

Perhaps you, a modern Westerner, would think that Hashem would have set forth rules about that: a
constitutional monarchy, perhaps, or a benevolent dictatorship.

A lot of Tea Party rhetoric talks about the American Constitution being a Divine Document. Why
EPEOz Ow' EUT T Owb O U UtRelCbhstitutids @&OHis ThoseReopld Backithen?

For my money: Hashem had a clue. The Jews had a leadership methodology, based on tribes and
tribal leaders; based as all tribes are on ties of blood, and on the changing personalities of the
generations. Tribes change coherently and subtly and naturally, and they generally do OK making
things up as they go along.

'O0w0i 1 Ul zOwOO! wOUOUEOST wbpbUT wOUDET UOwWOOT wlT E0wxOEa UL
yeUy w( i wOOU Gududdz OwpOUUa w

999

When they got to Canaan, there was a lot of death. The Canaanites were the easy part; but at the
borders of Canaan, border alliances formed to drive the Jews back. But the Ark miraculously saved the
day, again and again. The Jews and their Ark defeated everybody.

The leader of the campaign, Joshua, divided the Promised Land among the Tribes. The Jews spread
out over the land and settled in. These tribal lands became known as Judea.

S O0w? (UUET OF o guitinEollstadl sobrl HafzOm E
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999
A couple of points to note relevant to the story of the Great Miracle:

One of the places the Jews conquered was Jerusalem, which had been the capitol of a Canaanite
kingdom.

The displaced Canaanites headed west. They merged with other kingdoms and tribes along the
Mediterranean. These merged peoples became known as the Philistines. They were fierce and brutal,
and constantly making war.

"1 Ul ZUWEOwWHOUI Ul U ditriGek maihEy Bdcupidd the AréaukBoivh asi Gdza. From there
they launched constant assaults on Judea. Constant warfare: skirmishes, battles, and all-out war. Gaza
and Judea and constant war: Remind you of anything?

999
. OET wOT 1 az E wBhdsk Jewsibdeamp itsklhrFsOlated, and mostly self-sufficient. They were
bOUOCEwEa wlUDPl UwOi wEOOOEWEOCEwWUT I PUWEET T Ul OEl wOOwUIi 1T w+EPBS U
been told by Hashem, more or less. That sacrifice society of the Jews, created by the Law, worked more
or less in state, more or less unchanging, for most of the next 1500 years.
20wpki zUI wi OPOT wOOwWOOY!T wxUl OUa wi E-bubdudd lyddr©ttidt followeld,] wi ®UU 0 w
and get to the points that have relevance to the Grl E0w, PUEEOI d w( |l wadUz Ul wOOUwWEODC
you could look into those yearso w UT O®PY Wil OUPUI OawUl Ol YEOUwW UGuetHUUw 2 00U a
interesting.
999
%UOOwWUDPOT wOOwWUDOT wlOT T w) Il PUwPOUOE wi btbeseutitids bf roubl©O Y1 UwdD Ow!
as a sign that some of them had not been adhering to the Law.
The trouble would usually come in the form of marauders. Now thieves and brigands were always
everywhere, and from time to time some big bunch of marauders would dash across Judea and kill and

steal, and they would take the most valuable commodity the land had to offer. That commodity: Living
People, captured to be sold as slaves.

9949
When the marauders were loosely organized ¢ a marauding tribe of slavers, for example, OB Ol wUOEEaz Uw

Janjaweed in the Darfur desert in Sudan -- the Jews would do a reasonably good job of fighting them off.

But sometimes, the Jews confronted bigger challenges. The Philistines, for example, P1 Ul Oz Uw
organized by tribe, like the Jews. They had strong men ¢t kings ¢ and organized armies.

No single Jewish tribe could fend off the Philistines when they mounted an organized assault. The
Jews had no well-regulated militias so necessary to the security of a free state. All they had were their
tribal leaders, and men with scythes and axes and hammers.

Yet when organized armies threatened the tribes of the Jews, every single time, a central leader
would appear, as if by magic: A combination of prophet and military leader.

As a prophet, explaining aspects of the Laws that the Jews had broken to cause their current trouble,
and what they had to do to get back in good with Hashem. And also as an ad hoc military leader,
establishing an interim central control, commanding a unified army.
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These magically appearing leaders were called Judges>.

999

The Jews won a lot of battles. They carried the Ark of the Covenant with them into battle many times.
(ZOWEOOYDPOEI EwbPUwi 1 Ox1 EB

Not like in Raiders of the Lost Ark, of course. 31T EUz UwbPT awUT 1 w- EAPUWPEOUI EwUOT 1
use as a secret weapon, like in the Thrilling Conclusion. But ti 1 U1 BiblitdDfdaard of screaming death
EEOQUI T 1T Uwi 0apOi wEUOUOaOlnfad, hérd @b Bibkchl Gezotdlithat@nythibgspetial
came out of the Ark during a battle, not even the fog that records showing up at other times.

But those were superstitious times. You and Ijust EEOz Uwb OET POI wi OpwUUx1 UUUDUDPOU
against man or army against army. It was god against god as well.

The Bible is full of god-on-god throw-downs, where Hashem makes some other god tap out:
destroying an idol, sending down fire or thunder and lightning, like that.

The sight of the Jews carrying that Ark into battle must have put a fright intO w07 1 DU wl O OP1 US w(
that word got around that the god of the Jews lived in the Ark. And even if screaming death banshees
never appeared, their enemies probably shit bricks about what might the hell come out of that box.
3T 1T wi O1 OP1 UwOi wlT 1 wtheir podsutdothelbttd 7Thbiu gotsBvért Westone idols in
temples; thoseidolsP 1 Ul Oz Owl OB OT webapki 1 UI 8
So here are the armies of the enemy, regular armies, paid fighters or conscripts, like all men of the
time, superstitious. Here they come, attacking the inhabitants who lived in the land, the Jews of Judea,
and hoping somehow to drive them off. That sort of engagement is always the very toughest.

Particularly because the Jews were not paid, and not conscripted. They were volunteers, fighting for
one reason: to hang on to their homes.

22PD0ET w(zYT WEUOUT T OwUOOXxPEWUXxOw( zO0OOwWOI OUPOOWUPOWOI wbawi EYOUDU
First Deborah, the only female leader of Judea. She had quite a time of it: traitors among her people working against

her, trying to make a separate peace with the enemy. Worse, some of her army captains even refused to follow her
orders. Women leaders have always had always had a tough time getting men to do what they tell them.

But Deborah managed to face her generals down. She took command, motivated her armies, pushed through and in

OT1T wi OEwEI T 1 EUI Ewll Uwl 61 OP1 Ubw OUOOwWI i Ul ZUWEwWODET w! PEOCT wUUO
the Jews, the enemy general escaped to the encampment of a Jewish traitor, a tent-maker, and sought refuge. The

traitor was away, but his wife invited the enemy general in, fed him (fed him rotten milk!), and when he fell asleep,

hammered a tent peg through his skull. The best part is, this episode is recounted as a poem.

OO0U0T T UwoOl wOT T U6 w) UVETT UwPUw@UDUT wi EOOVUUOwW2EOUOO08Ww2EOUO0Zz Uwod
YOP872w- EAEUPUI UwYOPT EwOO0wUOwWI ECwOUWEUDPOOWEOaUI DOT wOEET wi UO
dead, and most important, never to cut or even comb their hair. Samson had the option to refuse the vow, since his
mother had made it without his consent, but because he accepted its attendant great strength and blessings, he was
bound by the vow. He was huge, strong, and scary. He killed a lion with his bare hands. Though unarmed, he
single-handedly killed dozens of Philistines. He was like Arnold in The Terminator. I think he just scared a lot of
them to death. But when he succumbed to the temptations of the Philistine spy Delilah, and the Philistines cut off
his hair, and he came into contact with the dead, he was punished by Hashem for breaking his vow and lost his
amazing strength. He was jailed and blinded. Eventually, however, his hair grew back: he reaffirmed his vow. His
strength returned for one final act of vengeance, and he destroyed a Philistine temple, and everybody in it.

(WEUDOT wUxw2EOUOOwWI OUWUPOWUT EUOOUO w%DUUUWETI EEVUUT w( wEUwxEUUOU
and Delilah, which my Dad took me to see 3 times in the Williamsport Pennsylvania Odeon Theatre when I was a
kid. It is astonishingly goofy and everyone should watch it at least once, if only to see Angela Lansbury as a
Philistine Princess. Second, if you want an interesting afternoon, Google ? - EAEUDUI wYOPU? wEOEwWUI | whT i
a0UOwxEUUPEUOEUOGawET Ul UwadUz Yl wUl EEwUT DUWEOOOS w8 OUz OOwi DOE wt
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Worst of all: the Jews brought their god with them into the battle, and the enemy had nothing to
offset that. They were superstitious, and this made them scared. And scared superstitious men lose
battles.

999
So between their fierce fighting in defense of their homes, and the actual Presence of their god, the
Jews got a reputation for being scary and hard to beat. And remember, the Jews were a superstitious
bunch too. The Jews alsoE1 OP1 Y1 EwUI T w UOQWPEUWEWEDPT wxEUUwWOI wUT 1 PUwWYD
brought it into battles so often. The Ark gave them confidence. And confident men win battles.

And the Jews kept winning.

999
-OPwl YT UaUT DOT w(zZYl WUEPEwWUOwWIi EVUwDUwN Udd theu thrdlingd OUUOE U E
introduction suggested, is about King DavidOw E O E w # E Y Bnid zhd bullding JfGhe Temple in
Jerusalem.

20w(zO0wl OPOT WUOWI E yddrudftér the Fet) Eomntndn&nfeAtOanchilie Y v, to about
1000 BCE.

6 1 7 gbinguto fast forward just about to the time King David enters Jerusalem. Just about. But not
quite.

999

Instead, wl ¥ ik up the story about fifteen years before, at the time the Philistines are once again
mounting a great big invasion into Judea.

(UzZU0wOT | ww:@kdGhe Philibtine®were among the first people to smelt iron, and this gave
them an advantage over their Bronze Age enemies. And even though the Jews had started also making
iron weapons and tools, they probably were still a few steps behind the Philistines. Some of the spears
have iron points, some of the swords are iron, but the big metal, the shields, helmets, breastplates, leg-
guards, and the like, those are all still bronze.

At this point in our story, Philistines had just invaded Judea, and their army was assembled at
Aphek, across from Ebeneezer where the Jews had gathered. Big forces on both sides. Armies in those
days mounted short wars fought with overwhelming forces, so figure two armies, each with about a
100,000 men facing each other.

Well the Philistines swooped in. And the Jews drove down to meet them, carrying the Ark.

And despite the Ark, that day the Philistines beat the living shit out of the Jews. They killed 34000
Jews.

And the Philistines captured the Ark.
999
The Jews stood knee deep in corpses and watched as a Philistine war wagon carried the Ark away.

The High Priest fell dead when the Jews told him it was gone.

999
Now they had the Ark, the Philistines found they had a pile of troubles too.

Bad things happened. Really bad things.

They took the Ark to the temple of their god Dagon. You can imagine the scene. Soldiers shouting,
and singing, and clapping each other on the back, and pouring tubs of Gatorade over their victorious
generals.

They set the Ark on the Temple floor before the idol of Dagon and went home with big sloppy grins
on their faces.
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The next morning, when the Philistine priests opened the temple doors, they found their great stone
idol had been thrown down. They found Dagon lying on his face before the Ark. That must have been
disturbing

So they got a bunch of big strong guys and set the idol back up on its pedestal. But the next day again
they once again found Dagon on the ground ¢ this time smashed into a hundred little idol pieces.

Now at this point, the villagers living around the temple began to get sick. Their skin erupted with
tumors. So the villagers picked up the Ark and carried it to a different Dagon temple. But the same
things happened there. In fact, every place they took the Ark, the people of that city also developed
tumors.
NowhbPT I Ow( wi T Uwl0OwlUT PUwx OPO0whOwUT T wuUOUaowl YI UAEOEaz!L
was radioactive or something. But before you start thinking that, let me tell you, I think the actual story
is even creepier.
So nobody wanted that damned Ark, that was for certain. Finally the Philistine King put his royal
foot down and sent the ArktoacP Ua wOT EUw( wl U1l UUwWi 1 wEPEOz OwODPOI wOUET o ws$
(zOwl OPOT WUOWEUI EOw O auBbl® pausdgé ik jpsOt0ambonderfuld U wildi x 1 Ox O1 wo
Ekron cried out, "They have brought the ark to kill us and our people." Death filled the city with
panic. Those who did notdieb1 Ul wEI | OPEUI EwbpDPUT wOUOOUUOWEOEwWUT I wOUUE
( OEw( ZOwOEODOT wUT b kb vitdr, Il hate BoGaY: Gher Eiblefobca$iorally has some pretty
snappy prose.)
After seven months of tumor eruptions, the Philistines had enough. They consulted with their priests
and everybody decided to send the Ark back to the Jews; and not just the Ark but a guilt offering too:
Gold. And not just gold, but gold fashioned to look like the tumors that afflicted their people.
A big basket full of golden tumors.
Andi 1 U1 z Qw0 | wd Guétjust boldénBunbriyBlit gd1ddn eats.
Because along with tumors, each of these afflicted cities had become overrun with rats.

At this point, of course, all the Hermione Graingers in the class are waving their hands.

What happened to the Philistines, obviously, was the first recorded outbreak of the bubonic plague.
Called that because of the giant swollen lymph glands it causes: Bubos.

The frantic, rat-bit, tumor-ridden Philistines put the Ark on the back of a driverless ox cart and
whipped the oxen down the road toward Judea. They were too scared to put a driver in the cart with the

Ark, so the cart just showed up again on its own, like the ghost ship that brought the Bubonic Plague to
Italy in the Middle Ages.

That is how The Presence of the Lord returned to the Jew: by oxen wandering into Judea pulling a
driverless cart.

999
-OPwi 1T Ul zUwWUOT T wUOI POT WEEOUUWUT T w) UETT Uow' EUTT OQwi EED
anything. Samuel, the Judge at this point in our story, for example: He just woke up one night, hearing a
YOPEI wEEOODOT wi PUWOEOT dws$ YT OUUE ONdbady dlseutddrdtiie Dack. HeuUT T wY Ot
had to tell people; he had to convince them with his sincerity.
I guess he was pretty sincere. But Samuel was only a Judge because enough x I Ox O1 wl EEwWEIT ODI Y1 |
been chosen by Hashem. And it was lots easier to believe a Judge had been chosen by Hashem when the
Judge was making decisions that led to good outcomes. But sometimes ¢ like when 34,000 Jews get
slaughtered inabattle EUUD OT w2 EOU I @ miybe)a ltdeldbubticrBpkin.
999
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So the Jews started thinking U1 1 a wOIl 1 E1 EwUOO1 UT BOT wEl U01 Uwli EOQw2EOQUI O
beg Samuel to appoint a King.
The Jews wanted a King so they could be a Kingdom, like other countries, and have an army led by a

King like other countries. And more to the point, not to have Samuel and his rotten Judging calling the
shots.

Hashem conveyed to the Jews through Samuel that if they had a King, they would suffer from the
dealings of the King. Boy was that profound. The Jews definitely should have paid attention. But at that
x OPOUwWUT T w) I PUWEPEOZUWEEUI 6w?! UPOT whUwOOO? WUEPEWUT T w) It
So Samuel begged Hashem for help, and sure enough, Hashem pointed out just the fellow to be a
right mess as the King: Some guy name Saul. Saul was tall man, a head taller than most Jews. The Bible
makes a point of that. Probably because PT 1 Owa OUWEOOI wUDT | beight €en® tio BeChisD UO w2 E U C
only Royal Qualification.
'O0wED OT Uw' EVUT T Owl EYT wi POwUi 1 wOOEOwW2EOUI OWEOODPOUI Ew2E
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Things went south, fast.
arrivalinaweek.6 EDPUWE U WD OWEOO7Z OWEOWEOaUT POT wUOUPOW2EQUI Owi 60w
The week passed and 2 EOUT O w E D ESO gauluob hidwn, made his first Royal Decision. He
made a big fire and sacrificed a bunch of animals in preparation for the battle.
Samuel finally showed up, just after the sacrifice was over, and he was so pissed at this (since Saul
was not a Levite priest, and therefore | EEwWOOWEUUDPOI UUWUEEUDI PEDOT wEOa Ul POI
kingship on the spot.
2EOQUI OwUT 1 OwUIl O0wUT T wlOl POawUOOPOT I Ew2EUOWEOSEWUT T w) 1P
kill and burn everything: men, women, children, babies, animals. Basically, to make a Holocaust of the

enemy.

Saul (again on his own) sent warnings to some of the Philistines Saul knew ¢ a Philistine tribe who
had helped the Jews when the Jews fled Egypt + warning them that they should get the hell out of
Dodge before the Jewish armies arrived and wiped them out.

And Saul continued to screw things up: he did set fire and sword to a lot of stuff -- but not only had
Saul allowed a Philistine tribe escape, he had his army only kill the sick livestock, keeping the healthy
stock for UT 1 w)pdrdorralUiont.

When Samuel heard about what Saul was doing, he was pissed off, and pissed off again, and pissed
off again, and pissed off again, and finally so pissed off he personally followed behind the marauding
Jews, and with his own hands killed the King of the Warned Tribe, and the healthy animals Saul had
kept alive.

999

Was he a king or not? Once a king, always a king? Or could the king be made and unmade at the
anointing) UET 1 z %@ P BOOFWwa OUzZEwl EYI wOOw! OwUOwUi | w3EOOUESJ w6
Maybe.

Anyway, after 2 E U O 7 U w Hisobedidntd,iSdmuel never spoke to Saul again.

As for Hashem, the Bible tells us that he regretted that he had ever made Saul King.

#PEwaOUlwoOOPwWOT | w+OQUEwWI YT Uwi T O0wUT TUI Oyw3T EUzZUwWUUET wE
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The Jews still followed Saul as King, thoughd w, EAETl wUOT 1 awi EE Oz Okingingbbt) EWEEOU !
"EUTT Oz 0wUITUIUS
But Samuel, and Hashem, made other plans. They set out together, looking for another King to

anoint.

And soon they found the boy who would become King: David.

999
Now we come to the complicated story of Saul and David, and this story could easily be a multi-
season Game-of-Thrones-style ' ! . wOPOPUI UPI Udw! U0w(zO0wil 6POT wlOOwWI EYI w

wonderfully told.
(zOwUl 0OPOT wWaOUWEEOUUW?2 E U OO is BHowt Eot bhle JawsbrddhadniKing) T 1 w& U1 E
but at the time of the Miracle no longer did.

AnE w ( telléhg you about David because a big, big part of the Story of the Great Miracle is about
Jerusalem, and the Temple, and what happened there, and so much of that was# EYDE z UWE ODP OT 6

And most, most important, the Story of the Great Miracle is about how people, all of us, relate to The

Lord. And no one ¢ no, not even Jesus -- changed and defined that relationship more than King David.
OEwEOaPEaAOwWPUZUwEwWI UOwUUOUAG
999

Hashem led Samuel out into sheep country, to the tent of a man called Jesse, and told him to pick
PTOET T YI UwOl w) 1 UUT zUwUOOUwWPOUOEWOEOT wUT 1T wETl UUw* pOT d w2 E
like an afterthought, sent for his youngest son, David, a shepherd who was far away, tending sheep. The
minute he arrived and Samuel saw him, and he instantly anointed him.

At that point, I guess, Judea had two kings.

999
Naturally, Saul meets David. Life is nothing if not Ironic.* 1 Wlhaw it happens:
King Saul by this point is a Very Troubled Man, and that makes for a Very Troubled King. Finally

somebody suggests that what The King needs is some nice soothing harp music, and he says he knows
just the guy: a kid musician named David.

How nobody happens to know that this kid has just been anointed as the new king by Samuel is
beyond me, but nobody does. They just send for the kid with the magic harp.

So David shows up, and plays his harp, and Saul calms down a bit. Saul likes the kid so much, he
makes him his armor-bearer.

-OPw2EUOzVwi PT EOUPEWEUOaWPUWOOEEUI EwDPOwUT T wsEOCOI awoi
UTT w/THPOPUUDOI Uzwl PT EOUPEWEUOAaOWEOCEwWUT DOT UwEUI wi 60T w
people and give neither side an advantage. So both gigantic armies just sit there.

Finally the Philistines send out a giant named Goliath, who strides forth each day and challenges any
Jew to single combat to decide the matter.

The only Jew who finally steps up to the plate is David.

We all know what happens next. # OO0z UwbP|l y W# EYPEWEOE W& OODPEUT OwlOTl 1 wUOD
OPOOUW&OOPEUT Owil wET OxUwOi wil 1 wYobd mdy thgt lhavd HedtdEwh&D UT w U7 |
I ExxI Ol EwU énorén&u@FvErt dfterthatO WE U U wbk1l 7 OOWT | OwUOwUi ECwxEUU0

31 Samuel chapters 16-1 KOwbH i wa OUz Ul wbOUI Ul U0T EGw( Uz UwOOOAawWwEEOU D wI YwxET T |
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Anyway, one dead Goliath later, David is a celebrity. And Saul and his family enter into a rather
complicated love/hate relationship with UT 1 w )ndwlesg Hero.

g g g
Saul has three sons, and David E1 EOOI UwWE] UUwi UPT OEUwPBUT w2EUOZUWOOET Ul
UTT OwuxEOWEUOUOEWPOW2EUOzUwI OEEOxOI OUOQwUT T Ul zUWETTITUDO

OPOOI EwOl OUwOi wUi OUUEOEUG »
Of course David | EEOz U8 w' 1 z EwOO0a w O EPhistineduwo DUOD wuldiOd Gy uierS Ot el T G
cheering, and that had to be tough on Saul, the King who had, in fact, actually killed thousands.

So while Jonathan loves David, Saul hates him.

999
Saul hates David so much, he offers his daughter to David in marriage. Go figure. But David rejects
the Kingdw Ol i 1T UOwUEa DOl wil wEOI UOZ Uw 0P &lhénGauUdtaltad thhateE | wp OUUT

David for rejecting his daughter.

After marrying off daughter #1 to some other guy, Saul still hates David so much he offers him
EEUT T Ul Uws!l 6 w3OwEUUwWUT UOUT T w#aEYPEZUwI RxIT EUI EwUI T UUEOOW
to bring him one hundred Philistine foreskins. Knowing that David caOz Uw Ul | OUT wUT @0mpU0@U0wOI
challenge. Knowing that he can send David into danger and have the Philistines do the wet work for
him.>

999

David took a bunch of guys and attacked some unsuspecting, uncircumcized Philistines and comes
back not with just 100, but with 200 fresh foreskins, which he brings to Saul. He counts them out, one by
one in front of the court.

This is the sort of gesture that people talk about, you know. That story would definitely make the
rounds.

(zOwl Ul UUPOT wOT ECwEawUT DUwWU BEGIOQOWOEWD OO walw ® iwwdOE O B Wi
everybody in the camp knew both stories, and that everybody had an opinion.

Saul certainly had an opinion. He follows through with the marriage: he has to. But he wants David
dead. If he E E @gt bim dead, he wants him gone.
999
Saul asks Jonathan to kill David. 3T EUz Uwl OB u BEEEEUORIGWi BWouwd P OwU 60wl Oowobh OO w!
friend. Jonathan, bless his heart, tells Saul to Drop Dead, or words to that effect.
Andyetbi DOI wi 1 zUWEODOT gihklhB sdOtakill HnO $aul btill ketpeuBalid around to
play his harp at the court.

One day while David is playing Saul gets so crazy, he throws a spear at him. David ducks. So then
Saul gets up out of his throne and chases David around the room with a spear.

David, no dummy, runs away.

461 wi EY1I Oz 0wal OwUEOOI E uohypltieJewEok tHhddelday€) Bul they Bvierk satfif) as mergers of
i EOPOawi OUUUOT U w2 Owli 1T wul NI EOPOOWPEVUWOT EOVUWUOWEXxxT EUwx OODPUI

5 This is the first time that foreskinning comes up explicitly, by the way. After this challenge, however, lots of stories

01 OUPOOWPUOWUT T w) T PUWEUUUDOT wol I wlOT 1 wi OUT UOPOUWOT wOT T PUWET 11
seems to me the Jews must EOQOOT wUOT PUWET 1 OUT w37 EUzUwl ObPpwhPUwUT T Odtan UO W O1 w E (
foreskins on their belts like trophies, the way Apaches wore scalps. Another thing that made the Jews scary to their

enemies.
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999
Things have gone too far to dissemble. Saul stops playing footsie: He sends a band of his trusted men
to kill David, but his daughteU O w# E Y D E zwbtuvifd, (gdtsvih® & it and tells David to run away.

999

Away from the encampment someplace, Jonathan meets with David. For some reason, the Bible takes
about two full chapters describing how the two of them try to figure out what David has done to
displease Saul. Because, apparently, the two of them were pretty dense.

Later, when Jonathan talks to him about David, Saul gets so pissed at his eldest son for trying to
protect David, that he even chases him around the tent wilT WEwUx1 EUSBwW2EUOQwWUT 1 Qwli BxO
#EYPEWODYI UOwaOUwb OOz OWET wOT 1 w*DOT whT 1 Ow( WwEPI 6z w

20w2EUOwWDPUOZ UwN U U Gustegteddyl anOhe end,dnR W WINWAIW'wiEZOW 0T 1 Uwi OEEE
king.

999

Jonathan then finds David, and tells him that Saul is sending more men to kill him. So David
immediately takes some of his own loyal men and flees the hell as far as he can get from Saul.

David and his merry men, on the run, flee so fast that they flee without food, even without weapons.

999
Remember that the Tabernacle was always moving around? Remember the table of holy Showbread?
11 01 OE1l Uw&OOPEUT zUwUPOUEY
999
David finds himself in the town where the Tabernacle is stationed and goes to the High Priest. He

tells the High Priest a bunch of obvious lies and begs him for food.

The sympathetic priest says he has nothing but day-old showbread, which only priests were
supposed to eat in a special ceremony. But David tells the High Priest some more lies, and the High
Priest hands over the loaves of showbread for David and his men to eat. And, almost as an afterthought,
Ol 1w BT T w/ UPT U0wOI OUDPOOUWUT EV0wi 1 wi Exx] OUwlOOwi EYI w&OOb
David gets that too. Now well-fed and armed, he runs for the hills.
Saul finds out about this and has the High Priest killed. And UT 1 w' DT T fanily 9d. AhQ zllGhe
priests associated with the TabernacleO w U T 1 & z. Ard a2 farhilkes. And all the men of the town.
And all the women, children. And all the infants. And all the animals.

YT PUGwWw OOwOl wUI T 08 w2EUOZ U w Cowd Kirgl What®verQuartyUvthktévér w OU U w E a
OOPW2EUOWED] UGz Owi |l UPUEDI y

Saul really hates David.

999

Meanwhile, David flees to a cave in the hills. People come to him, offering themselves to his service.
61 DOT wilzUwlOUaPOT wOOwWI PT UUT wOUOwPT EOWUOWEOWEEOQUUWET B
attack by the Philistines, and takes his newly fed band to battle. Of course they triumph.

20wi T Ul ZUw#EYPEOwWOOwWUT I wuUOOwxUOUI E UprGbbinglbitijewy 1 PUS w
right and left, even priests and their wives and children.

Of course this comparison makes David look even better, and Saul look even worse.
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Saul chases David all over the hills of Judea. At one point, Saul and his men are on one side of a
mountain, and David and his men on the other. Before they meet, however, Saul hears that the
Philistines are about to attack a nearby town, and reluctantly breaks off to go fight them. He actually has
to make a decision. Things had gotten that bad.

So, without knowing it, even the Philistines were helping David.

999
At this point in the Biblical narrative comes the heartwarming story of how things finally work out

between Saul and David.

Saul and three thousand men chase David and his couple of hundred men through some
godforsaken hills in the Judean wilderness. When they see them coming, David and his men hide in the
back of a cave.

Saul decides he needs to take a shit, and it so happens he likes privacy, and also it so happens he
decides to go to this very cave where David is hiding.

61 DOT wil ZUwWUEODOT wipDdhinnd ShidwWith wsivhry. D EQEU WR OOBEUT z UwUPOUES
999
(zO0OOwWOl OwadUwlUi POOWEEOUUWUT EVWUET O1l w311 WwEEYTI w31 1 wUl
999
David must have been some creeper. Saul has no idea he is there.
' 0wbOUUI EEWwOT woOPOODOT wi POOW#EYPEWPUDI UOawEUOUwWOI 1 wl
thing.
999
Saul, now nice and emptied, strolls back down the hill. David goes back to his men and weeps. Not
because he had his chance to kill SE U OQOwWE O E wE DtEEAR 0Bl BECH WB Gwi 1 z EWEOOT wU Ol 01
cutoff UT 1 wEOUOT Uwdi w2EUOz UwUOET &
?2EUOZUwUiHereFaR @ VO WP OE wUx wi D OwU O E U g Wisp dEBDaulll oY b E &
?What youareisi UEOT EwUx 0?2 wi DUwlpO@OUQABY IOBOEWOEHYT wODEWOD OT wOD
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David chases down the hill after Saul, little scrap of robe in hand. He tells Saul he could have killed
I POOWEUOwWI 1 wEPEOZ UOWEOEWUT EVwI T wi EVwWOT YI UwlOl EOVwW2 EUOWE (
Saul weeps to hear this, and calls David his son, says that David will be King after him, and begs
#EYPEWUOWE! wOPOEwWUOwWI PUwi EOPOawPT 1 Owli il zUw*DOT 6w
And the two get all mushy and everything.
999
POO0wl T Ul zUwUOT T wOT DOT w31 DPUwWPUWEOwW. OEw3 1 UtihEyG¢ad® Ow! DEOIT 1
UTT w! PEOT OWEUOwWI 1 Ul zUwl ObwlT 1T Ul wOil POT UwhpOUO8 w%dDUUUWEOOI
of the same story, like the first story never happened. Right after that, a third story that contradicts the
first two.
In this instanceOw UPT I Ow Ef Ul Uw U1 PUw EUEOCEUDPEwW UI EOOEPODPEUDOOOU
Ul EOCEDPODPOT wEI Ul UwUxEUDOT w2 EUOZ Uwo bbhadiclenpitiénal dutliBeGsy OOY 1 UwE
the same.)

And then comes a third version, which is a lot stranger.
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In the third version, David, the anointed King of the Jews, signs up with the Philistines.

(T w?2O0awl Ol azUwl O1 OP1 UwWEUTI wOa wi UbI GHitkOmeBestTFNdads w Ui DOOU
%OUI YT UB»

David takes his wives and his family and six hundred men (in this version, he has three times as
OEOa wlOl OAOWEOE W PUwPBDY! UWEOE wi DU WE O E wkrbsdthebdideOMeuE OE wi B L
Philistines give him a little town to call his own.

So David becomes the ruler of his own little Philistine town for the next 16 months.

Once David moves in with the Philistines, Saul stops coming after him.

Once David moves in, of course, he and his men get busy. They attack a half dozen nearby territories,
and they rub everybody out. Men, women and children. David keeps the cattle alive though. David
massacres everyone because + well because they have cattle. He keeps the cattle.

He had to do this, he tells his new masterU OQOWET EEUUI wi |l wEPEOz Uwb DMHUuUOWET w
really hates Saul, he tells them, so much that he needed had to rub everybody out to keep them quiet.

Those suddenly dead Philistines donz Ow Ul 1 OwUOwOl EOWEOaUT.BON @@ Ow WixiUD W E
nePWEUwW/ I DODPUUDOT Uwi OOwE U u tbiv lyenz Befor® Gkeaothek PHiliflineE ®OGV U W1 E
really give two shitsnow UT EUwUT 1 &ut# E WErdeg Bhdistine masters are impressed with how
much David hates Saul. All that rubbing out took a lot of work! So they invite David to join a massive
attack they plan to make on Saul.

999
Saul is so scared when he sees the size of the Philistine army arrayed against him ¢ the one David is
about to join ¢ that he seeks out the services of a witch. This is the only time a witch is mentioned in the
Bible. She conjures up the spirit of Samuel (who had died a few years before), and the dead Judge curses
him¢ OEwW2EUOQOwxEAUwWEUU]I OUP OO WU O wGiUwidOE Dl £6 wB U EOg ivauld b
Saul, who only a few months before used to be a pretty competent general.

999
While David and his men are joined with the army arrayed against Saul, some other Philistines ¢
1 YT UaUOil DOT OWEOEWUEOI WEOOwW#EYDPEZUwPOOI OWEOEWET POEUI OQwEE
When they hear about this attack on their families, David and his men leave the battle against Saul,
and go after the Philistines plunderers. They beat the hell out of the plunderers, and rescue their
plundered families.

Those plunderers had been doing a lot of plundering. There was more than enough plunder to go
round. So David sends emissaries with the freshly captured plunder to the tribal leaders of Judea,
PUExxT EwUxwhbDPUT wEwOPUUO! wi Pi OwUET wUEaDOT w? %UOOw# EYDE wE

¢ Although this is a famous scene, it has nothing at all to do with the story of Hanukkah, but I have to mention it
becausemy P DI 1 wi EVWEOOx OEDPOI EwOPT 1 UPOawl YI UawUPOT w( wi EYI wOUDT EwU
2EUOQOQWEUVUOwWUT T wOBOPUWUT PUWUET O1 OWESEWUT 1T woObPOl UwbUG w( OSwi EEUOU
actually.

You may have heard EEOUUwUT PUwPDUET zUWOEOI Owi Y1 OwPi waOUwWEOOz UwoOOOP wl’

6 DUET wOi ws OEOUG w31 E Uz Uwintlavie®IUIE] wdO! B wdUIEWD EWi?isWE OUES
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At the same time, the Philistines are beating the hell out of Saul. They kill all three of his sons,
including our favorite, Jonathan. Then they come after Saul.

sword.

Adios, Saul, first King of Israel.

999
This is one of those times when I need to take a moment. To rise on a point of personal privilege.
8OUwWUT T w(wilTl OWEEESwW( wOOOPWEaAawWwOOPwWPT 1T Ow( wUl OOwUT pUw?2

have ever heard these tales of Saul and David.

Most tourists in India take the one day drive-by tour of Agra. High-speed morning train from Delhi.
The bus that takes you the Red Fort, and to the restaurant next door for the tour-included all-you-can-eat
buffet. Down the road to Fathepur Sikri, past the camels and the men with the trained dancing bears.
Then back to Agra, with a rest stop for tea, and the mandatory layover at some chotchke store selling
snow globes of the Taj Mahal. Which you U U D O O uséek: YHerOypu# one hour guided tour of the Taj
Mahal, which includes pointing out the place where the silver bridge would cross the river to the Black
Taj, which never got built. Then hustled on to the bus, back to the train station, and on the way some
wise-ass like me will tell you that the whole Black Taj story is a fantasy made up to impress the colonial
British. Then the train to Delhi, everyone sleeping, so exhausted and slack-mouthed they drool and have
no dreams.

37 &0z U uiyi tbunodLia,

OEwUT T OwUTT Ul zUwWUTT wUOOUUwWaObUwOEODT wi OUwHPNad) 1 O1 OwbT |
gardens, seated beneath a tamarind tree filled with silver-headed crows, and you just stare at that huge
OEUEOI we OOl wel EEUVUUI wb Uz Baarlicouiibside UUD T UOOwa OUwWEEOz Dwal U

On the one-day tour, as the tour bus chugs past it, the guide points to the left: That is the Rambagh,
the garden of the Emperor Babar! All you see is trees, and a red sandstone gate. Some tourists look up, A
few even get out their cameras. Click, click, click.

But I spent two full days in the Rambagh. Beyond that gate, an old deserted Mughal garden. Nothing
OUET Ow( wi Ul UUB w3 OUUPUUUWEOOZOwWT OwUT 1T Ul wEh thaE Empiy wD Uz Uw U
Garden EOE w E D E Oz U wflbf dlluwhery is @usek. Ht takes that long maybe, to realize that the
Emptiness is what Babar had wanted there.

Did the drive-by tourists see the Rambagh? Yes. No.

So I have mixed feelings about being the tour guide on this drive-by Hanukkah tour of the Old
Testament. I feel bad that this will be the first and maybe the last time many you will hear these stories.

999
I feel bad about King Saul.

After racing past the story of his life, I say: Adios, Saul.
What a wise-ass. What a wise-ass sendoff. WellOw ( wi Ul UUwUT EUz UwOa wx OUUDPDOOwWwbOwU

But I chose that particular wise-ass send-off carefully, because I have a full, broken heart, and when I
say adios, I mean it. With all my heart.

A Dios, Saul. Go with the Lord.

g9g
2 E U Oz U uid tir teal hedrtbreaker in the Old Testament.
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man really resonates.
611 Owlil wi PUVOWUT OPUWUXxOwWw2EUOZ UwNUUU wU @dehlyuHe Bradsubp T OUT w
himself standing in the Presence, oil dripping from his hair, told to be the King of the Chosen People of
the Lord of Hosts.
Even Abraham EPDE Oz Uwl | U wO&&nIMausesD OT 6 w- OUw
Saul alone was first made King.

Told to be a King, Saul instantly gets shot down by the man who anointed him, the very first time he
tries to act like one.

Shot down because he tries act like a king; to offer sacrifices to the Lord he serves. Shot down because
he shows compassion to his enemies. Shot down and locked out: the prophet who anointed him, his own
patron Samuel turns his back on Saul within a week; within a week walks out, and never turns back.

How do we feel about what happens?

The Judge and prophet just walks out on him?

Hashem feels regrett EU U wE O1 U Oz UmdredahelPhisdhoR©OKing?

Leaving Saul with what: all the responsibilities and no authority? No help? No guidance? And for
sure, no fun?

No wonder Saul falls apart. No wonder the coming of David into his life breaks his soul in half. No
wonder he hates David so much he gives him his daughter for a bride.

"OQUOEW2EUOwWI OUl U1 OOwUT EVW#EYDEwWPOUOEwWUUUOWUUEDUOUWEC
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except with the Philistines?

I said earlier that the Old Jews were nothing like us: well this is where that changes. Saul is just like
UUB w( wOOOPW2EUOzZUwUUOVAaWET EEGe. wPUwPUwOawlUOUAOwWwUOOB6 w2

Adios, Saul. Go with the Lord.

999

Yes, I feel bad giving you nothing but this skimpy drive-by tour.

On your left, King Saul.

All T can say is: Come back some day. Come back and sit in the Empty Garden.

999
Oh, yes, I nearly forgot. I said I7 [get to Israel.

Once the tribes had gotten the King they wanted, they wanted a name for their Kingdom. All the
Jews trace their ancestry back to Jacob, the grandson of Abraham.

) EEOEZ UWIOBGIEGE UGyuw) EEOEZ UwEUIT E OUudd iwdEDEIOW Eudil IEQupE W uuk)
walking on a ladder that stretched from earth to heaven? When he woke up ¢ O U w E 8vEk®gpmaybe
t he saw that pair of disembodied arms that wrestled with him all the rest of the night. Whether those
were the arms of a malak, or of Hashem himself is UOOIT U1 DOT wUET OOCEUUwWOOYI wUOOWEI
actually an answer.

When morning broke, the Owner of the Disembodied Arms spoke to Jacob, I guess with a
EPDUI OEOEDI EwOOUUI OwEOEwWUI OEOI E wi DEOGQueY FIWIEU WO » HwipH BDCEIT wBi Ui u

When Saul united them into a kingdom, they began to call themselves Israelites.

The Wrestlers. How appropriate.
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In those times, names were a big deal. I guess they still are.

999
Well, keeping the next part of my Story short is going to be hard for me, because I could write a
couple of books about David.
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(w0l DOOwW( z Owl Cniwéd bf uht) Istivty FedsdnuiHd© &recthe bullet points: David united all
twelve tribes (Saul, up to this point had only united ten of them), drove away the Philistines, and made
peace with the countries bordering the now united Israel.

But for our Story, those vast historical actions are nothing compared to this:

David was the first mystic poet. And his greatest legacy was not his kingdom, or his palaces; not
even Jerusalem and the Temple.

His great legacy were his Psalms.

All the while David was on the run, hiding in caves, fleeing for his life or butchering his enemies, he
was writing poems.

Songs, he called them: Psalms. And I wish that we had their melodies too, but only the wonderful
words have been preserved.

And there had never been words like them.

999
David turned his brightest and darkest moments into poems; prayers really.
David really broke new ground with his poem/prayers. He told his deepest feelings, his joys, his
terrors, his despair, his gratitude, to a deity that seemed to be so close that he could whisper. He spoke
as if Hashem were listening; not just listening, but about to reply.

No one had ever spoken to Hashem like David.

%OUwWUOT T w)l PUOWPUWPEUWODPO! WEwWOPT T OWEEODT wOOS w#t EYPEZ Uwx U
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31 1 a adtheir prophets, their Judges, who railed at them about the Law, demanding renewed
obedience. For the Judges, Hashem was like the Old Grandfather of the tribe, the elder leader, and the
prophets were like the angry dad sent to whip the wayward children into shape. Fear of The Lord: that
was the message of the Judges.

But here was David, speaking of Hashem without scolding, without anger. Hashem was a shepherd,
#HEYPEWUEPEOWEOE WD wUOT T wUT T xi 1 UEwUE BslgbdBpokeDdddiy BB ET OwUT 1
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David showed his people, the children of Israel, a different god, and a new way to be with the Him.

David counted his blessings aloud and thanked Hashem directly. He spoke of his doubits, his fears, of
the dangers and betrayals all around him and begged Hashem for protection. Entirely confident that
Hashem would answer his heartfelt prayer.
999
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The Lord was a shepherd, right here on earth, caring for his sheep. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”

9949
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would be met with an angry heavenly judgment that would completely destroy your life.

Instead, here were these songs, these prayers of consolation and compassion. Here was a Lord more
gentle, more present.

Is it any wonder that David won the hearts and minds of Israel? A triumphant warrior king, yes, but
EOQOUOWEwWOUUPEPEOwWPT OUI wUOOT UwUOOUT 1 EwOOU w O Gdandlyw? EUOZ Uw
Jews.

999

When it came time for David, the triumphant King of Israel to choose a place to make his home, he

chose Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is the Oldest Continuing Character in my Story, except of course, for Hashem.

After the Great Flood, Noah took the Skull of Adam to a hill, and buried it there. The hill became
known as Golgotha: the Place of the Skull. The town that grew up around it was Jerusalem.

The Jews of ancient times were nomads, and unlike other cultures they buried the bodies of their
El EEOQwUT | awEPEOZUwWEUUOWUOI T 06 w
But as nomads, they moved with the seasons, and the weather, wherever grass was growing to feed

their flocks. So after years after changing venues UT 1 a WEOUOE wOI Y1 héwbeltafiddthel w01 1 az
graves of their loved ones again.

So some of the Jews began using ossuaries ¢ small stone boxes that held the bones of the dead. After

Ewal EUuw O Ugp Badutdlthel frash graves, dig up the corpse, and place the dry bare bones in an

ossuary. ThenUT 1 az EwUE O1)ul 00 U e VAEWAGuUE OOT OUT EOQwUOwUT 1 w/ OEEIT u
They cut niches into sandstone hills and leave the bones of their ancestors there, near the bones of

their grandfather Adam.

Over time the niches became rooms, and the rooms became tunnels. The hills around Golgotha
became a warren of graves.

Naturally, a community grew up around the hill: inns, shops, priests with the blood of the Red
Heifer.

Jerusalem.
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Psalm 22: My Lord, why have you forsaken me?

Psalm 23: The Lord is my shepherd

Psalm 130: Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord

. UwEEUDPEEOOCawEOaw/ UEOOWEUWEOOS w1l EOCawaOUwWEEOz Uwi OwpUOOT 6
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The Book of Psalms is easy to find in a Christian Bible: In Sunday school they used to teach us to open the Christian
' DPEOT wOOwWUT T wi BEEUwOHBE/ON EOAFSAUEQAUAIE Gl ufdFEwEw 0D BB ulw k wiNb Ua u
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Jerusalem was the only truly permanent dot on the map of Israel. A city might be moved, but not its
graves.

In the center of Jerusalem was a tall hill, Mount Zion.8
David decided to build a wall around the city on the hill. To place his palace there, and to make it the
capitol.

Most important, for my Story, he decided to bring the Tabernacle to Jerusalem, and put it on Mount
Zion permanently.

99g9

3 | E blogvWaicome to the story of David dancing naked before the Ark as he brought it to the top of
Mount Zion.

Because nobody else could have gotten away with that cheeky bit of business.
Only a mystic poet warrior King.

999

For all his greatness, David was a man. Flawed as we all are. Facing personal confusion and tragedies
as we all do.

He fell in love with Bathsheba the wife of one of his generals, Uriah. Bathsheba told him to bug off,
she was married.

Not for long. David sent Uriah to a battle, and gave the commander orders to leave Uriah behind to
be killed. Then David moved in and married Bathsheba.
"EUTT OwPEUwWOOUwWx O1 EUT E8 w! EUT UdmikildditE OUT w# EYDEZ UwUOOOWE
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Outside Jerusalem, David mustered his own army. There was a battle, and Absalom fled on mule
back. His long, lustrous hair ¢ for which, the chronicles tell us, he was considered the handsomest man

in Israel ¢ got caught in the branches of an oak tree. There he was, hanging from the oak tree by his hair.
Twisting slowly, slowly in the wind.

. Ol wOi w#EYPEzZUwi 1 01 UEOUWEEOT wbbPUT wRNEYI OPOUWEOEwWODPOOI E
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The first time I read those words, I cried too.

A few years and few more battles and rebellions later, David died.

8 Golgotha, of course, is the place where Jesus was crucified. Mount Zion may or may not have been the same hill as

Goll OUTEBwW6T T UT T UwOUwOOUwPUzUw&OOT OUT EOw, OUOUwWw9PDOOwWl EVWEwWOOU WG
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Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. At the last minute He called it off. Anyway, to do the deed, Abraham took Isaac

to the top of Mount Zion.

Muhammad is going to get mentioned even less than Jesus, but he also flew into heaven from Mount Zion, which is
Pl awbUz UWUEEUT EwOOwWOT T w, UUOPOUWUOOSE w
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Now when he came to Jerusalem, David had promised the Lord that he would build a Temple; now
that the Tabernacle was in a permanent place, why not also make a permanent building for it?

[ Ol Uwl PUwOPUUOT wxl EEEEPOOOwWPPUT wUOT T wiil O1 UEOzUwbkDPI 1 O
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it, not you.

Now that must have stung.

Sothetaski 1 OOwWUOwW#EYPEzZUwUI EOOEWUOOOWUT T whl pw* DOT Ow20000
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By the time Solomon assumed the throne of Israel, the country had grown rich. In those days, half the

point of a war was to loot everything you could from the enemy. And David had conquered a lot of
countries and looted a lot of loot.

Furthermore, other countries sent lots of riches to the Tabernacle. They were hedging their bets twice.
(T wOT T w) I PPUT wl OEwPT Ul wUOOUOOTT Uwli EOQwOT EDDWOmBDYD&EDDE
send tumors and rats. If the Jewish god was not stronger than their godsOWOEa El wUT 1 w( UUEI ODUI
rub them out.

Anyway a lot of riches came to the Tabernacle.

So when Solomon began to build the permanent home for the Ark, the Temple, he had a lot of cash to
spend on it. And he, believe me, spent it.

30006UVUOPwWOPT T Ow( zOOWUEOOWEEOUOWUT T w3l Ox01 w3 6O0PT T UzU
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So nobody was really sure if Hashem would approve of the stone Temple, built to replace the Tabernacle
which was laid out in the Law.

How the Jews got satisfied that Hashem was cool with new Temple is this:
2000000wWUUOOEWOOWUT T wU Tiberthded thauthildingnddar® to €2plagethe bt O O1 w
Tabernacle. The priests had moved the Holy Vessels to their new home, and carried in the Ark and
placed it on the Mercy Seat.
On the steps of the Tabernacle, Solomon called on the Lord to sanctify the Temple.
The skies opened up, and a great ball of fire fell into the courtyard in front of the steps.

The ball of flame swept across the courtyard, up the steps past Solomon, through the doors and into
the stone Tabernacle. For hours, smoke and flame poured out of the doors and windows of the
Tabernacle, so fiercely that no one dared to enter.

That was how the Jews knew the Temple had been sanctified: Hashem sent fire.

Remember this moment when we talk about the Great Miracle.
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Night Four

The wayward thoughts that run through our minds as we light the candles and sing the blessings? I
believe that those are the true unspoken prayers of our hearts.

I believe that the Lord hears these unspoken prayers more clearly than any that we say aloud. And I
want so much for the unspoken prayer of my heart to be pure and worthy in the Sight of the Lord.

But typically my unspoken prayers go more like this: Wish I had one of those latkes. Or: She looks
hot. Or: What if I get cancer. Or: ¢ well, you know the sort of things I mean.

T wWOOWET wOO!T woi woi OUT wOUUT woOYI VOwOT wOT T w+r OUEOwRT OUI U
of those people. Wish I were one. I wish I wish I wish.

999

Now in the history of the world no city has been more influential than Jerusalem, and no building
OOUI wbOx OUUEOUwWUT EOQw20000006zU0w3i OxOI 6

Yes, the back window of your pickup may still have a faded decal of the Twin Towers, with a big
bald-eagle head in the background, EOEWEOw Ol UPEEOwi OET OWEUUw( zOOwWEI UwUi
starting to fade. Some die-hard Texans might still remember the Alamo, but do they remember that it
was monastery? If so, do they remember which order built it, and when?

( Z OWE E O GriberadGildifzg tHat has been destroyed for twenty-six hundred years.!

But it is one building that has never been forgotten. ( OWOE Oa wPpEaUwbUz UwOOUI wbOi OUI O
day it was destroyed.

( U wE Grbetd £dedal or a catch phrase: Three times a day, Orthodox Jews pray the Amidah: prayers
for the Temple's restoration. Christians too remember it as they read the Passion story every year.

The memory of the Temple burns through great swaths of history. The Masons based their secrets on
the Temple, whole libraries of mystical claptrap about its construction. The Knights Templar | who in
the Middle Ages actually created a sort of uber-government similar to what the wing-nut conspiracy
geeks imagine the UN to be doing in modern times ¢ based their order out of the remains of 2 000000z U
Temple.
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souls or measure the blood that has fallen there. The ancient site has changed hands too many times to
count; probably once or twice more since you started reading this paragraph.

999
The Jews ¢ at least at that point in their history ¢ were not a religion in the way we think of religions
today. There was no way to opt in or opt out of being a Jew. You had to be a Jew because you were born
a Jew. Jews were bound to Hashem by blood and blood alone. Jews were a family, and that family was
inescapably ruled by its deity.
3711 WEUI EUPOOWOT w2 000000 P bduld@imibmumdw) | UUUEOT Owp EUw
I choose the word carefully. Defining.

31 1T w31 Quedfidnzdefined them. And after the Temple was destroyed, its destruction defined
them, and it continued to define them for the rest of time.

There is no other religion like Judaism, no other society like the Jews, no other building the Temple,
no other event like its destruction. None. None. None.
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So in the Story of the Great Miracle, Jerusalem and the Temple are characters as important as

"EUTT OQwi POUT Of 6w20wki zUI wi Obthdt hadksboyE EEOUUEEOQWE wODUUOIT wE
-Obpwi OUWOI OwbBdhavd goRdd tithis pddt MO btory at last. Up until now, about 99% of
the Story has had to come straight out of the Old Testament: there simply were no other sources. Finally
Pl zYIl WwEOOI wU O wE uare &iBifodalidodrdesUSo notdr ithk $idryugets richer and deeper.
And in an oblique way, we have King David to thank for this.
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Israel, thanks to the changes David introduced: non-Jewish influences began intermingling with Jewish
society.
In just a few years, David completely transformed Jewish society. Before David, the Jews were mostly
tribal, mostly nomadic, mostly isolated, mostly living in fear of their neighbors, mostly poor.

Then David created the nation of Israel. He united all the tribes of Israel under one monarchy. He
beat hell out of the Philistines, and then he beat hell out of therest( UUET Oz UwOIl BT T EOUUBS w

United under David, Israel became a military force to be reckoned with. Israel took a lot of loot from
the Philistines, and then started getting lots of tribute from its neighbors. David spread the wealth
among his people: he was a generous King. So poor old Israel became not-so-badly-off Israel.

The Jews had never before had a ruling King (the first king Saul had been so busy scrambling on
battlefields, trying to keep his struggling kingship alive, he never really had time to rule).

When the victorious David brought the Ark to Jerusalem, he also established for the Jews for the first
time a central government. And even though there still were tribes following their flocks around the
hills, now they had a government, and the government was staying put.

Not only that, the Tabernacle was staying put too. So David had established both a political and
spiritual nexus for the Jews. And anywhere the political and spiritual get nexused, the commercial
quickly nexuses right along beside it.

#EYDPEzZUwl OVYI UOOIcah) uadh Bobtad FronOi€3 defefddd wnemies. And David started
spending it, building, building, building as Kings with cash like to do.

He built a magnificent palace. He started fortifying. He fortified the hell out of everything. That
meant building walls and towers and moats and redoubts.

He formed a standing army, and armed them. He stationed troops at strategic locations. He doubled
the height of the walls of Jerusalem. He expanded ) 1 U U U Ew@terGgpply, and built a siege-proof
Ol UPOUOWOI wUOET UT UOUOEwWUUOO!I OUwUT ECWEEUUDI EwpEUT Uwi UO
through them ¢ you can walk through them beneath city today).

He turned what had been a graveyard into an actual city.

Because the Tabernacle now lived in Jerusalem, constantly and consistently, and because the Law
required every Jew to visit the Tabernacle at least three times a year, Jerusalem needed permanent ways
to accommodate visitors: inns with rooms and food. These popped up overnight. You know the laws of
economics: demand creates supply. And since they were empty during the non-festival times -- you
know the laws of economics -- supply created demand. Because people had three reasons a year to go to
Jerusalem, because there was so much going on there, they soon found even more reasons. So shop
owners, craftsmen, builders, soldiers: they and their families began flocking to # E Y DHoty Tity.

To help all this flocking, David built roads throughout his kingdom, radiating from Jerusalem like
threads of a spider web. He built a big OEDOQWUOEEOwUT I w* POT 7 Wwartu@lly Batsgpl Y1 Ua wC
*DOT z Uw 1 OE E A Onorther®) @uit{ dduttern Ggrdétu Jerusalem sat smack in the center of
everything.
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Thus David began one of those Golden Ages. Every great kingdom has a Golden Age at the start of a
rich peace, when there is more work than people, and more than enough money to go around. This was
(UUEI Oz UG
Money began to pour through of Jerusalemd w31 1 A WEOOZ UWEEOOwWPUwWOPPUPEDPUA W
Nothing changes a desert like liquidity. Think of what happened to the dry Middle East once OPEC got
started. That was just a monetary change: Now imagine adding unquestioned military superiority to
that river of money. David had, after all, made Israel a superpower.

Go ahead, imagine what a fast-flowing, churning river of money would do to a insular society of
hard-scrabble farmers and nomad herders. And all in the space of twenty years.

999

# E Y D E z U wdzasticaDy dltdded the daily life of the Jews. Their nomadic, agricultural economy
quickly became a stationary market economy. They made money by selling and buying, and soon
simply by lending and spending, not even by harvesting and herding. They started paying others to
harvest and herd. Instead of being slaves, they started buying them.

With so much money floating around, and with so many jobs to be filled, outsiders, non-Jews became
attracted to Israel, and especially to Jerusalem. To endear themselves to their new Jewish neighbors,
these newcomers made gifts to the Lord of the Tabernacle.

Similarly, the rulers of the countries around the newly Israel sent gifts to the Tabernacle.

Everybody was pretty superstitious in those days, and superstitious people hedge their karmic bets.
You could never really be certain your big stone idol would measure up to the Ark that held the
formless Lord of Israel. Better just to send some gold and a few oxen to stay on His Good Side.

Suddenly, thanks to David, Israel, Jerusalem, and the Tabernacle were on a roll.
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Solomon wanted to build a hell of a Temple, one he and the newly mighty People of Israel could be
proud of. And did he ever succeed.

2 0000007 Luus ih @erydsbnse of the word: Awesome.
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Awe?

These days, we have so much wealth, so much grandeur in our modern world; centuries upon
centuries of cathedrals being torn down so even grander skyscrapers might be built where once they
stood thatwe UT EOOa wWEEOz UwbOET BDOI wE wbghts end steelBvalis ©atibgumbithdxd T OOwp D U
concrete rising so high we need to crane our necks.
But the world at the time of the Great Miracle and at the time of Solomon was mostly plain and flat
with nothing very grand at all -- particularly the world of the nomadic Jews, whose god required they
never stray too far from the Tabernacle.

Some Jews might remember tales U1 1 a z E wfl the Egtddf pyramids their forefathers helped to
build, but none had ever seen them. No -- for these Jews, the tallest things UT | az Ew | WdrelUw Ul 1 Ow
mountains, trees, and high clouds in the clear sky.

Houses were small. One small story high, except in Jerusalem, as more people moved there: there the
outside staircase to the flat rooftop with a second bedroom was a major innovation.

2 ] wanted to make sure I got just the right word: Awe (n.): A mixed emotion of reverence, respect, and wonder
inspired by authority, genius, great beauty, sublimity, or might.

Nailed it.
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The towering walls of Jerusalem would impress no one today. But they astonished the Israelites. A
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down in terror; and the heart-stopping climb of the extra seven feet to the top of a redoubt tower would
be reserved for the cold-blooded city guards, and for young men who wanted to show off for their
sweethearts.

Modern persons like ourselves would scarcely notice the height. Modern persons like ourselves ride
glass elevators up the sides of buildings 20 or 30 times that height while we chitchat, and blow our noses
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So you need to imagine yourself actually living in that ancient time to understand what it was like to
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You need to clear your head of every major structure you have ever seen. No skyscrapers. No office

parks. No shopping malls. No stadiums. No universities. No elementary schools. No city halls. No
McMansions. No Seven-elevens.

No airports. No train tracks. No highways. No planes, trains or automobiles.

No roar of leaf blowers in the morning. No traffic whine. No fog of mercury lamps at the edge of the
horizon when the sun goes down.

At night, an endless emptiness of sky, and stars big as pearls, so brilliant white they seem to hang just
out of reach. And pinprick stars that form clouds of silver light that dance across a sea so black you think
you might fall into it.

You need to imagine waking at dawn, and walking as the sun rose, and then walking for mile upon
mile on a silent dusty road as it grows light, and seeing nothing but hills of green grass and brown, and
white outcrop rock, and when you look ahead to see exactly what you saw behind you, and here and
there an olive tree, and one or two gnarled fig trees, and maybe a flock of fat, dirty sheep, a yapping
yellow dog chasing some scurrying, bleating brown goats.

Every so often, a dank, still pond surrounded by short, thick date palms, home to dozens of

yammering, flapping crows, but not much shade.
Otherwise everythingsO w@U D1 Uwa OUwWEEOQOw! | EVWEwWUT 1 xT 1 UEzUwUI 1 Ewx D x
And after an hour of walking, as the sun moves by inches higher in the sky, and another hour, and

another, everything, everything, just the same, just the same, except the always burning sun.
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So when at last you see the white walls of Jerusalem, you blink a little. You rub your tired eyes.

And as you walk another hour, and that ring of white stone around the hills of Jerusalem looks no
more close than it did an before, you realize just how huge b1 E U w & Odihg bhtistibbl IAnd now,
despite your weariness, you begin feel an urgency.

Just about the time you first see those white walls, you also notice that king has planted tall palm
trees along the road. And from here to the city the road is wide, and flat, and smooth. 31 1 Ul z UwUT EEI
from those tall trees, which means your eyes can rest, which means you see more colors: Like blue bird
wings in the green fronds, tipped with yellow, orange and red.

Squat, sand-colored houses cluster along the roadside now. There are wells beside the road, and near
the wells, little boys splash in puddles. Dogs chase cats. You can smell bread baking near the houses.

The closer you get to the city, the more crowded the road becomes. Suddenly, it seems, everyone is
coming or going to Jerusalem. Here the robes women wear are more colorful. Some wear ribbons in their
hair. There are oxcarts now, and donkeys, and that means you have to watch your step.
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If you are fortunate, you reach the city gates in the late afternoon. 3 T E thg h#stitime to get there,
when the sun is behind you, over your left shoulder, turning the white sandstone walls the color of
melting butter.
Youz YI WEIT I Ouenhle @G OT z Uw 1l OE E Ow latdddw Holu hppridachlikGeeat
South Gate. The city walls tower above you.

The gateway is the tallest thing you have ever seen built by the hand of man. You have to tilt your
ITTEEWwOOwWUI T wOT T wOOx 6 w8 O Nulkibg@lzolkuhe gate,Bd if¥id midail, Ed grardsO wU1 1 6 w
with bright spears and billowing capes: the sun makes their bronze armor gleam like beaten gold. They
chat casually as they stride across the battlements. Have they no fear?

3T 1T WwWEOOUUWOT wUOIT T w2OUUT w&EUI wEUT wOE E | andbbundEy blatgk UUwOOT U/
iron. Three hinges, each bigger than a house door, secure them to the wall.

6 I E Uz U ufdm thtk® gafes, though? Long iron spikes to face the road. No one in Israel has
I YT OwUT 1 OwEOwI 01 xT EQUOWUOwWwOOwWOO! wobOP UwE Ent2dhy NdtO1 x T EOU
now of course. Not for centuries. But someday.6 | 7 OOWUEOOWEEOUUwUT ECwUOOOS
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Jerusalem is beautiful. We EEOz Uw DOET DOl wlh ¢hbsw daysEdvdiybhing @asunew.
Everything fresh, clean, freshly painted, freshly planted. The best and finest money can buy.

(OwpPEUOZz OwlT E U upkABRQERzilK Wdy Ghudd GREwB)Wuw Ul EUz Uwl OPpwbOwb Uwbd
This is the Golden Age. Twenty-six centuries later, William Blake would write a hymn aboutit# EY D E z U w
Royal City. Two hundred years after Blake, Ronald Reagan would speak with tears in his eyes of a
shining city on a hill. This is that city. ThisisUT EUwOOO1 OU 6 wmbuliadhé fagr this plhcéadd) U w
this moment for generations to come, even though all they knew of it was an emptiness: the Jerusalem
that was and is no more..
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marble walls and gates of ebony are open, blue sashed guards stand watch beside it; you see it almost as
soon as you enter the main city gate.

Ahead of you is the Royal Way. In a few years this street will be crammed with wineshops and inns
and curio shops and brothels, and everyone will call it Temple Street and it will have a doubtful
Ul xUUEUDOOOWEUUwWUOEEawb Uz UwEWE] E thatfrdditd thésTorkple Mbunt, | OUP EUE
and every morning Solomon and his wives process on foot with banners unfurled, and drums pounding
and trumpets beating, up to the Tabernacle on the top of Mount Zion.

999
The Temple walls look taller than even the city walls, 0T OUT T OwU0il EOwODT T DWE bowEOwDOOU
white that UU Oz Uwl OE UI w TheBtOriedbiuthel Temyplle &vdlltaie huge. How could they have
been lifted to such a height? How could each stone be cut so precisely, fitted so perfectly? And then
polished so smoothly, so the wall has no blemish? How many hands did it take to do that? How many
hours?

The Temple gates are tall and wide, and these are bound in brass that shines like gold.

Across the entrance is a single seamless sheet of linen, the biggest piece of weaving ever seen, and it
seems not to billow in the breeze like a sail, but rather to breathe as if the whole Temple were breathing,
as if the cloth were a veil that hides the face of shy and beautiful bride.
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Ahead of you stands the inner gateway that leads to the Temple courtyard.?

999
The Beauty of the Temple. So beautiful even its description would challenge the best of writers,
which, as you might have figured outO wi( Z OwO O U 8§ w
The writers of the Tanakh, bless their hearts, just gave up. They simply made a list of its materials. I
EOOz UwWEOEOI wlOi 1 08 w
Tonight we talk about The Temple. Tonight we talk about the earthly home of the Lord of Hosts, and
how it was destroyed. But you need to know the glory of that place. What it meant to the people who
built it for that home for their god.
To understand the Great Miracle, you need to get a sense of What Was Lost. So, pitiful writer that I
am,( z Owl OPOT WOOWUEOT wOawUl OUWEUWE]T UEUPEDOT wbUG
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room. Sit him in a chair before a table. Put an empty glass on the table. Wait an hour. Take the glass
away. That OE Oz UwRNUUU wi DO1 6 w/ UOWEwWUT EOOCEWOEOwWDOwWUIT T wUEOT wUO
table. An hour later take the glass of water away. Practically speaking, the second man is no worse off

than the first ¢ no more thirsty than the first. Yet the second man will try to attack you as you move the
glass away. Sometimes the second man will threaten to kill you if you try to take away his water.

His water.
Oh how readily do we humans possess. How deeply do we humans feel loss.

And this place of Awe, this Temple. Has there ever been a possession more worthy the human
T EUOZUWET UDPUI yw OE wit b thailptadp oy derfeutries, @rd whierEtorhiavier it derbyed.
Destroyed so utterly!

999

The whole Temple complex was white, almost miraculously white, relentlessly white. White because
of sun and the pale sandstone of Jerusalem: for most of the Temple was made of sandstone, and that had
been polished smooth, so the sun gleamed when it fell on it.

So the light in the Temple courtyard was like no light on earth. The sunlight PEU Oz OUwi OUOwWEU U
brilliance blast into the eyes like the heat of a furnace. So keep that in mind. Light so bright it hurt.

999

Now the form of the New Temple reflected the form of the old traveling Tabernacle the Jews had
used for a hundred generations, except that everything in the New Temple was on a scale grander and
more beautiful than had ever been imagined.

5 EUOUEOCOGaOw(zOwUODxxDOT wUOOT wOYI UwEwYl UawEDT wi 61 61 O0wi 1 Ul Ow!
transacted. Pilgrims needed to deal with a lot of items before they went into the Temple proper: they needed a

mikvah bath, they needed a place to store their sandals, they needed a temple shekel, they probably needed a

UEEUDI DPEDEOwWOI i 1 UDOT wWECEwWUOwWOO6 w311 azEwEOUI OEwOOwWUOT 1 Ul woOl 1 E
business went on the arcade, and the amount of business transacted there increased as years passed and that has a

OO0wWOl wET EUPOT wOOWUT 1T wUUOUVAOWESEW( z 0wl 6POT wOOWT OwbbUOWUT ECw
for a later time.
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For example the Courtyard: The New Temple Courtyard was the largest enclosure any Jew had ever
seen.* Do you like soccer? Or do you prefer American football? Never mind which: the New Temple
Courtyard would have been big enough to play a football game right next to the soccer match.

Solomon had laid out the New Courtyard to be big enough to hold many more than a million Jews,
and also thousands of sacrificial animals, as well as to hold the massive worship building.

Instead of the cloth screen that enclosed the Old Tabernacle Courtyard, the New Temple Courtyard
was surrounded by high walls of polished sandstone. The floor of the Temple also was tiled in
sandstone. White white white white white.
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Now what inspires Awe? YOUWE OOz UwOIl 1 EwOl Qvdrévhelml tHe &yaspatdh@andlEXil | U w
the mind. And the Temple overwhelmed the eyes as no sight had overwhelmed the eyes before.

The Egyptian kings had tried their hand at this, centuries before. First by piling stones on top of
stones. A great big pyramid, I grant you, is impressive. But D Ujgsth big pile and though quite grand, it
EOI UGz OUwbOUxBUI wEPIT 8 w

Realizing this, the Pharaohs tried a different tack: giant statues of themselves, ten times life-size or
more. The effect worked backwards. Those very impressive stone figure invited one to consider a
comparison with their very puny human models. Too bad for the Pharaohs: the viewer would end up
rolling his eyes and shaking his head at the comparison: big statues are impressive maybe, but not awe-
inspiring.

No, to inspire true awe, one needs an abstract shape, where the viewer sees a form never seen in

nature. The Parthenon, for example. Or the Pantheon. Or the Taj Mahal. Shapes not seen before.
Buildings that shake the foundationsof the Y D1 P1 Uz Uwb OUOE§

The first seriously awe-inspiring building ever built was the Tabernacle of 2 © O O O TefigldJ w
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ancient traveling Tabernacle had been a tall tent set in the middle of a tent courtyard, Solomon set a tall
stone tower in the middle of a stone courtyard.
20000007 U wdds Eall. T2 EaHe) building any Jew was had ever seen.> A huge tower sitting
on a huge base.

Twenty-five feet wide, forty-feet long, and seventy (whole) feet tall.

"OPWEPT wPUwWUTEUYyw(zYI wEITTOwlOUaDOT wlOOwUT D@oser O wi Obw
dimensions; this is the best I can come up with:

Imagine your typical double-P DET wOOEDOI wi OOI & kirdl Orlezany d big E&c$) tnes Gt 1 w
one in mind? Good.

Now imagine a second double-wide dropped on top of the first. And another on top of that.

31T EUZUwWEwWUUEBREGWOLWEDU &MU WEWITaEWzIUWXx U1 00awUOEOOB8 w3 EOOI
steeples.

Imagine a second triple-decker stack. Place the whoe second stack on top of the first stack. Now you
have a sixty-foot stack of double wides. 6 EDUOWET EEUU] waOUz Ul wOOUWEOOI wal U8

4. T wal U8 wsOUZUI wuUBT T U8 w( wE O Orothdr ddmeJawwi othet kot&platkiofothen Bad se¢hO O1 wUD O1 w
something bigger. Thank you so much for reminding me.

5 See previous footnote.
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Add yet one more double-wide on top, and nowa OUwi EYI wEwWUOPI UWEUWUEOOWEUw?2
Seventy feet.

You know those gas signs on the interstate. The way, way tall ones you see from more than a mile
before the exit? Those are seventy feet high, some of them. Some of them are that tall.

So picture that tower of double-wides. Lean back. Tilt your head back. See the front door of the top
one? You can just make it out, way, way up there, way at the top. Remember how it looks ¢ take a
picture in your mind, okay?

five-feet wide ¢ wide as a typical house. When you get to end, turn the corner and keep walking. Keep
O000O0DPOT wUx wEUwaOYY deét dtipFRROB®O0 & E w x Ul UThatus Ore Gig horKm@ O 6
stack of double-wides.
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Now we need to get that pile on to a baseO wU O wO 1 Uagplathotr® ET D O1 w

The Tabernacle sat atop Ew U Ul x x1 EWEEUI 0 ustdpped PlhtidrmFan 8ud dolibieOvides.E
And a wide porch with enough room that our priests can walk around the stack.
That means base of the platform will have to be big: a hundred and twenty feet around. Having
trouble imaginingit?3 1 EUz UwUT I wU Db atbwnBduse bt x DEEOWUOEOO
Iwenttoti T w" OO0O0T T 1T wOi weDOOPEOWEOEW, EVAwWDPOW6 DPOOPEOEUUT w5
were flat-roofed two-story brick dorms about one-hundred foot square. The Tabernacle platform was a
stepped sandstone platform twenty-perecent wider than of one of those frat houses.

The top of the platform was the same height as the huge sandstone walls of the Temple.

So imagine UT E Uwa O U z thdt hig sévbnty(dottall stack of double-wides on to the top of that
frat-house. Remember how you were craning your neck to see the door on the top double-wide before?
Now the top is even twenty feet higher. Now a O Ugedllyoneed to lean back to see it.

999
(zOwxUUUDPOT wUT PUwWwOUUUawDOET I wbOwa 60U U wikotida Bf@ gidn®O UwE wUI |
pancake stack of doublewides hoisted onto a frat house stupefies your little brain.

Because stupefied was how the Jews felt.

When they stepped out off the dusty roads of the sparse brown plains, and they saw at last the lush
hills and palm-lined streets of the Royal City,

And they saw amidst those city streets the holy Temple Mount.

And they saw at the top of Mountain Zion the gleaming walls of the Temple.
And they saw the Breathing Veil of the Temple Gateway.

And they saw bright smooth Courtyard of the Temple

And they saw the wide Steps to the Tabernacle Platform

And they then saw the glistening Tabernacle of the Lord towering above them,

They saw the grandest thing built by human hands that any human eye had ever seen.

It was just as hard for them to integrate what they were seeing into their understanding of the Nature
of the World as suddenly stumbling onto a stack of doublewides hoisted onto the roof of a frat house
would be for you.
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I U0 wb U sinwply th® ghébtisize of the Tabernacle that made it awesome. It was much, much more
than its size. Size was only the beginning.

Consider the Tabernaclez materials. Of course, the polished sandstone. But those brilliant, gleaming
facings were decorated with abstract, graphic designs. Embedded in the bright stone were onyx and
carnelian and jasper and hair-thin bands of gold, crisscrossed over the entire surface of the Tabernacle,
glistening in the afternoon sun; as though the whole tower had slipped through a magical spider web,
and jeweled threads still clinging to its surface.

999
Consider the windows and door of the Tabernacle: At the top of the platform, two tall dark doors of
precious cypress, themselves twenty-two feet tall, opened to the inside of the Tabernacle. These doors
were framed with carved columns of dark variegated marble, so thick that four grown men could not
join hands around them.

Except for those doors, the bright walls of the Tabernacle seemed to be seamless ¢ from the bottom to
the very top: where there were four small square windows. Remember when you imagined the very top
double-P PET OwbPEa OwbEa wpP E a wU sseusth@xwinddvk vizetk zEMtta bniall, to inake them
seem extra far away

And the designers of the Tabernacle added yet another trick to make the tower seem even impossibly
taller. They gently tapered the edges of the tower; using the taper to give an illusion of perspective and
distance. And the small windows P1 Ul Oz UwUl EOOa wU @ U gatdd atpled thjerdenHddcihgd 1 EUT E w0
to those below the illusion of soaring height. So the tower now seemed perhaps twice as high. ¢
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If you were lucky, you might see the inside when the cypress doors of the Tabernacle opened.

637 1T wUOI 1T OQwUl EGOT UUwPTI PUT wlOOPT UwoOil w20600006067zUwW3EEI UBEEOT wxUO
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descriptions of Isengard.

Nobody knows precisely what the Temple looked like, least of all me. I fancy that I have read every scrap of

have studied the construction of buildings of similar antiquity the middle east and in other parts of the world. But
OEYPOUUOGaOw(zOwi UI UUPOT OWNUUUOWODOT wi YI UAEOEawl OUI &

A few years ago, I started having dreams about the Temple. Not that my dreams would be any more or less accurate

than any other images, but they were consistent with historical records. In one of my dreams I explored a series of

underground treasury rooms, one of which I took to be a gold refinery. A few weeks later, I found a monograph that

described the discovery of an underground room below the site of the Second Temple which appeared to be gold

refinery. I also saw a strange room to the side of the Tabernacle, apparently carved into the guts of Mount Zion, with

a set of benches made of living rock. Only later did I see my first reference to the so-EE OO1 Ew? 1 OO0 wOi w' 1 pOw2 |
So.

Anyway, certain parts of my description the Temple are my own elaborations on the source material available in the
historical records. The most significant additions are my ideas (a) that white polished sandstone was used almost
exclusively as the primary facing material and (b) that the Tabernacle and its steps were tapered to create a sense of
greater height. There is no reliable source material for these ideas. But similar architectural features were employed
consistently in other major buildings of contemporary cultures, and these elements figured in my dreams of the
place, and those dreams have proved accurate in other ways, so I am including them. As with many other
speculations I have included in this book, I believe these descriptions are relatively harmless and evocative notions.
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Those windows set at the very top of the tower would create, in all probability, that really cool
Sunbeam of the Lord effect + you know what I mean? With light pouring down into the room in a
brilliant narrow Golden Stream from Above, just like in the movies.

Inside the tall EOOU P E a w a Qd)githetusidié, kwod enormous graven images. Two enormous
painted statues of cherubim: tall, unfurled eagle P D O1 U O w O b Gt Swolds) fiefrd, Hightening
faces.

By Enormous I mean REALLY BIG: UOWUEOOwUT E0wa OUz Ewdiitd effesy Bnd e EET Uw U C
wings covered in gold leafOwWU O wUT T awUT 601 wPOwUT | wUUOEI EOUS w&UEYI OQwb
guard what the Tabernacle held: the most precious objects in the world.

The everburning censer of incense. The everburning lights of the Menorah. The table of showbread,
the ever present offering to the Lord of Hosts.

And just beyond those holy vessels, long cloth drapes, woven with images of cherubim, that
stretched from the top of the tower to its floor. The drapes that hid the most precious object of all: the
Holy of Holies, the Mercy Seat: the Ark of the Covenant. The earthly throne of the Lord of Heaven.
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Only priests might enter the Tabernacle. So we today are no different from the Jews that worshipped
there three thousand years ago. Like them we can only imagine what it was like to be other. And in my
OPOEzUwl al Ow( wUT 1 wPOWEOOwWUT 1 wUDPOI wdOOPS

But those ancient Jews might have caught Ew 1 ODOx Ul w O w UT 1 w 3WHed thO EE O z U
Tabernacle doors swung open, they might have seen the fierce painted faces of the cherubim, and their
gold-leaf-covered wings.

But if we had been priests, we could have stepped inside that awesome place. We might have heard
the thud of the huge cypress doors echoing through the tower as they closed behind us. The sudden
dark and quiet as they closed.

The vast emptiness in this tall cavernous spire of that room. The air charged and fogged with incense.
The sting of incense in our noses, in our mouths, in our lungs, now beating through our blood.

The smoke swirling in a single beam of sunlight so bright it looks almost solid, bathing the whole
tower in refracted light diffusing through the incense smoke. And far below that fierce bright sunbeam,
OTTl wOPpOawi OPEOT UPOT woOPT T OUwWOT wOiI 1 wodl OOUET zUwUI YIi Owobdb
golden on their golden table, as if any moment Someone might come to eat them.
And the drapes that shielded the Ark, shimmering in the light and shadow and muffled quiet of that
vaulting space, gently moving as if with an unseen breath.

It would be as if we had stepped into another world. A world of silence and great space. Unlike
anything anyone else had ever seen or ever felt. As though we had come into a place where cherubim

were real, where fiery Ul UExT DOwOPT T OwUDPOT wUI I PUWEOOUUErlthe x UEDUIT 8
emptiness that connects heaven with the earth.

This is all that we would see if we were priests.
But if you had been the High Priestd

0 thent consider this t theno

6 once a year, thenyouOBPT T OwUI 1 6
(6 Oh what you might seed )

6 On Yom Kippur, the day of atonement, you might come forward -- holding in your hand in a
golden bowl the blood of the scapegoat -- and you might walk to the very heart of the Tabernacle, and
step up to the veil, and cast the drape aside,,,
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0 and then you might see a sight so rare that only a handful of men who had ever walked on earth
I EEwl YT OwUT 1 SwbUb

6 E O é&vatyone who had ever seen it before younow P EUWE T EE 6

0 w cloud would gather around the top of the Ark, and then gather above itd

6 and the cloud would start to glow until you saw, within the glowing OB U U &
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0 The Face of the Most Highd

0 The Face of the Most High.
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Now the city of Jerusalem alone would have been awe inspiring. The Temple Courtyard alone would
have been awe-inspiring. The Tabernacle and its platform would have been, holy cow, the most awe
inspiring place on the planet. But the Temple complex had a lot more going on.

First of all, music. And I mean some serious music. The Jews were still high as kites from King
#EYDEz Uw/ UE OOU O w Uittt Br®dibpsithiatBel td ahe Babethicld wias a courtyard full of
musicians. There stood solo singers, dancers, choirs, harpists, trumpeters, and percussionists of every
imaginable variety. Psalms echoed constantly from courtyard walls.
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And between the courtyard of musicians, and the grand stairway of the Tabernacle was the Holy
Altar of the Lord. And that, I have to say, must have been pretty jaw-dropping.
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the same shape and awesome size for the Olympic flame. Of course in our day they build it out of steel
or something, and keep it lit with propane. Not so easy for the Jews.

The Temple Altar was a tower built of stone: huge boulders: huge chunks of stone, unhewn stone,
pulled raw from the earth, each boulder the size of a small sports car. Who knows how the Jews
wrangled them together, or got them to sit there in a tower thirty feet tall without collapsing? Somehow
they managed it.

So the top of the stone tower was higher than the Tabernacle platform, taller than the Temple Walls.
Taller than a church steeple. Pretty honking tall.

On top of this huge tower of rock had been set the Altar brazier: a great brass bowl the width and
depth of a good-sized wading pool.

The Altar fire burned in the brazier continually. It was a big fire. Again, big means Big.” Hot. The
grate of the Altar would get so hot that they had to forge it from iron, any softer metal would just melt.

That big hot fire burnt continuously, day and night. That was the job of a special group of priests.
And it took aLOU wOi whP OOES w( WEOOZz UwOOOP wb i whublthavé d&n Qlaadfhed B OT wi Ob
much: ( Z YT wET T OwU O wUdf Vanahaki brOtR Gdnged&Rivierwlere funeral pyres burn day and
night. They have monster piles of wood there, wood in stacks so massive it looks like blocks of row
I OUUT UwbOw! UOOO0O0adOwllI E0Z UwUT 1 wEOOUOU whhagike®HdyEhadb 1 7 Ul wUE
at the Temple.

They had a special gate on the west wall of the Temple called the Wood Gate, where wood got carted
from a big staging area to the Altar.

7 It would take a pretty big fire to keep burning in a big metal bowl] that size. You have to keep the bowl hot, or the
heat will sink into the metal, and the flames will go out. So you need a big hot fire.
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From the sandstone courtyard to the top of the altar, two long, wide ramps of tamped earth had been
EUPOUS w. Ol wOil wUT 1 Ul wUEOxUwPEUWOT T wh.0 vowd fridsks unagle &
constant procession along this ramp, carrying wood from the carts up to the fire, and the carts made a
constant procession from the Wood Gate to the ramp. And one of the Twelve Tribes ¢ a different tribe
each month t+ had to come up with the mountains of wood needed to keep that monster Altar fire
burning day and night.

Imagine the heat pouring out of the mouth of that enormous brass Altar. Imagine the sight of it,
burning constantly, whipped by the wind in front of that magnificent tapering sandstone Tabernacle
that seemed to reach to heaven. Imagine the flash of yellow and green flames leaping high, the echoes of
the roaring fire mixing with the singing and the cymbals and the trumpets, and all that sound cascading
from the stone walls and stone floors of the courtyard.
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Now we need add one more overlay to our mental image of the Temple -- one last awesome sight,
perhaps the most awesome sight of all. Because the Temple, most of all, was a place of sacrifice.’ I said
earlier that there were two earthen ramps leading to the top of the altar, and that one was used for fuel.

s(OwlT T wOUPOI wUPOET w( wUUEUUOT EwUT OPDOT wi EVUGawWYI UUPOOUWOI wli PU
read about pieces of meat being cooked on the altar fire, but that some readers are a more than a little squeamish
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built. Hundreds of thousands of animals were slaughtered there every year.

have no options. The Temple was a slaughterhouse. Get used to it.

(OwlOT 1T w3l 6xO0l zUwWi 1T aEEaAaOwWOT 1T Ul whbl Ul wEEOUUWAKYOYYYWOOWEWODOOD
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sacrifices. Gentiles from other countries were making sacrifice offerings as well. Everybody wanted to get in good

with Hashem, or with Israelites. Sacrifices offered a double whammy for foreigners. They would got the karmic

benefit of the sacrifice, and because the cooked sacrifice meat would be distributed to people of Jerusalem if they
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relatively inexpensive way to win favor. But it just added to the huge number of animals being killed each day.
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that, friends, is a shit ton of animals.
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that size looks like. In October 2012, some Spanish shepherds brought 2000 sheep into downtown Madrid to protest

some new regulation or other, and there a lot of pictures of the event. So you can see that 2000 sheep, crammed

together, will pretty much fill up a regulation football field.
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line: the Tables of Sacrifice. Long tables, where specially trained Jewish Priests were waiting with sharp knives. They

had bare chests and wore leather aprons, They were standing before the Tabernacle, and beside the Altar and so

they stood on ground as Holy as any Jew had ever stood on.

Those priests and those tables stood on a specially built false floor ¢ a real masterpiece of ancient engineering. A
porous floor that drained onto a watertight subfloor; where a constant flow of fresh water diverted from some
nearby springs sluiced across a subfloor, and eventually drained into a open sewer at the northeast foot of Mount
Zion.

Maybe the gentlest way to say this is that the drainage water would not be pure. You would not want to drink it. It
would have a lot of animal residue.

You see, the reason why the ancient engineers set up that hidden drainage system beneath the Courtyard because
there was a lot of nasty residue to drain. A lot of nasty stuff would pour off those Tables of Sacrifice. Animals being
sacrificed meant animals being slit open, and when animals get slit open, a lot of nasty juice pours out: blood and
pee and shit what not. Also, to keep things tolerable, the priests would sluice clean water over the tables, and their
equipment, and of course themselves between sacrifices.

All that nasty liquid had to go someplace, and where it went was through the false floor, and into the subfloor and
drainage channel below, and eventually, to the open sewer at the foot of the Temple Mount.

All the sacrificial killing was done according to the Law, by a sharp knife, with one quick deep cut through the
throat; the animal bled out quickly and relatively painlessly. The priest that did the killing slid the carcass down the
long table. Following the killing cut, what passed down the table was the carcass and a series of trays, or pans.
Priests cut pieces off the carcass, and put the pieces into trays. Some pieces were acceptable for sacrifice, some were
not. So one priest flayed the carcass, another cut off the head, another broke the carcass in half along the breastbone,
another cut off the head and spine, another cut out the Law-forbidden organs, and so on.
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The other was used by priests carrying sacrifices to the Altar fire.

They carried them in large silver trays, held over their heads. Dozens of priests, walking constantly
up that long earth ramp to the blasting fire, bare-chested because the fire was so hot. Trays heavy as they
hoisted them, with grain, with flesh, with fat. That fire, mighty hot.
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flames were low, and the flesh would brown and roast.
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By the time the sacrificial animal reached the end of the table, the animal had been reduced to a set of trays: Useful,
non-edible animal parts (like hides and horns), animal parts that non-Jews might eat (like kidney fat, which some
folks find quite tasty), Jewish-edible parts (similar to what we today call Kosher) ¢ one of flesh and one of fat. A final
tray, basically, was the bits no one wanted; bones, sinews, like that. Stuff that would be fed to the pigs, except that
(UUE]I OWEPEOz Owl EYT wxbDlT U w- OUwal UB

Of the parts that could be eaten, the priests took ten percent for themselves as provided by the Law.

The useful parts that could not be eaten or sacrificed were sold by the Temple, which kept the proceeds. The priests
sold their ten percent of the sacrificial flesh to local shops, and split the proceeds. Israel ate a lot of meat and priests
got rich.

The nasty bits that nobody wanted were carted away to some dump on the edge of town, I suppose. I imagine that

was where the poor people lived.
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the day was twelve hours long, and 2000 sheep needed sacrificing that meant killing a sheep on average about every

20 seconds, every minute, every hour for 12 full hours. No lunch breaks, coffee breaks, or bathroom breaks.

From bleating, beating, breathing, furry beast to 5 trays: 20 seconds.

I use sheep as the size reference point for this activity because most of the sacrificial animals were probably sheep or
goats. There going to be calves and full size oxen; those would need special handling, and there were going to be
newborn lambs and so on, but most would be about the size of sheep. Anyway the same basic setup would apply.

Birds: A lot of minor sins required birds for expiation, doves in particular. Dove catching or dove farming was
at the neck, its blood was squeezed onto the stone of the altar base, and its body was tossed onto the fire. That must
have been quite a scene, little bloodless dove bodies being tossed in thirty foot arcs. I get a kick out of this image, but
some people find it gross.

substitutes. You needed (by my count) 7 or 8 priests at each Sacrifice Table to do the butchering, more priests to

sharpen knives, clean, clear and cart the trays, water carriers and table cleaners, herders to move and hold down the
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and guts and what not.
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talk about carrying sacrifices up and down the altars.
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carried them lifted above their heads before the towering Throne that held the Mercy Seat, and carried
them to Altar of the Most High, and cast them on the Ever-Burning Flame.

999
The first sacrifice in the morning and the last sacrifice in the evening was a holocaust, a whole-
burned lamb. And when the priests placed that holocaust upon the fire they threw in great handsful of
salt as well. The salt made great blue flames that roared up high. Quite a sight, against the dark sky, and
the golden light touching the white stone, the blue flame of the Altar fire, the brilliant light of the
holocaust.

999
When Solomon dedicated that Temple -- that magnificent Temple --that day was the Day of Days for
the Jews, I think. One of those astonishing days where when ® U 7 U wid Yt theGack thinking: Well, I
can keep on living, but UT EUZ UWEEYDEBOTA Rl ODOT wlOwi B YiewEraalyO 001 UwE
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The Temple was Brand New and AWESOME on that Day of Days. I hope I have made it seem to you
at least a little awesome. Because it really was.

Imagine how great it felt for the Jews to have that totally sweet Temple of their very own, after a
couple of thousand years of running around worshipping the King of the Universe in a tent ¢ in a puny,
smelly TENT.

For that matter imagine how great it felt for the Jews to have a totally sweet nation of Israel after a
couple of thousand years of running around as nomad tribes fleeing from the Invading Horde of the
Month.

Imagine how great to have that totally sweet city of Jerusalem, and a King, and a Royal Palace, and
an army and a government, and all that Civilized Stuff after a couple of thousand years of acting like
something out of the Stone Age.

Imagine how great to have all the Kings and Queens of the border countries coming into the
Courtyard of that sweet new Temple, all kneeling and heads down to Solomon, and bringing peace
Oi 1 1 Ub G108 Solorhdd,Please™® OO0z Uw T U U Uawdhpleyof thioudarid lyddrs of Jews doing the
kneeling, how sweet to see somebody else doing the kneeling for a change?

Imagine how great to watch the faces® of those Kings and Queens when they saw the Holy Temple of
the Awesome New Nation of Israel. When they saw what the Jews and their Awesome Lord could
accomplish.
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many lands who got served.
The Jews got something too. The Jews got a dose of Shekinah.
Remember Shekinah? The Presence of the Lord in flame? She came. Did she ever.

That huge walled Courtyard, that towering Tabernacle, that great flaming Altar. Brilliant in the
sunlight. The courtyard filled with kings and queens and practically every Jew in Israel. Flames leaping
to the sky, voices lifted echoing in cheers and song.
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King Solomon himself, arms stretched before the open doors of the Tabernacle tower. Behind, the
gleaming golden faces and bright wings of the cherubim guardians, glimpses of the veil that hides the
Ark. Solomon, calling on the Lord to bless his Temple.

And as he calls out, a white cloud above the altar fire rises and turns dark, and spreads across the
sky, and hides the sun, and every eye in the courtyard looks up in fear.

Suddenly the dark cloud falls to earth like a great blue-black ball, and it fills the courtyard space
where the Tables of Sacrifice will go. And it changes from a ball into a tall blue flame flickering, a
brilliant flame taller than the altar, stretching so high it seems to reach the very top of the Tabernacle. It
burns, but does not give off any heat. Bright blue, yet you can see right through it.

No one, of course, can take their eyes from that blue flame. It rotates, swirls, tightens until it is no
taller than a man. Then it seems to walk, or float, up the Tabernacle steps, lingering for a moment as it
reaches King Solomon, then passing into the Tabernacle itself so the Cherubim seem lit from within.

Then the blue flame passes through the veil that hides the Ark. And then from the high windows of
the Tabernacle, light blasts out in all four directions, as if the Tabernacle itself were a beacon to all the
earth.

Then finally the bright blue light fades, and the Courtyard, which everyone now realizes was utterly
silent and utterly still, returns to some sort of life.

Now that, for the Jews, was the Day of Days.
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Of course, the Temple completely changed everything for the Jews. ImenUD OO1 EwUT PUwl EUODI UC
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changed everything.

Almost overnight there was a new normal. A normal based on living in a city with walls and streets
and houses, instead of a living in a cluster of tents. A normal based on worshipping in a temple built of
stone that stayed in one place, that what was grand and beautiful, instead of a traveling tent you never
really knew for sure where it would be next. A normal based on military might, a confidence that enemy
hordes would not be raiding your tent in the middle of the night, that you could tuck your children into
bed and find them there the next morning.

The Jews were a nation now. The Jews had a King.
The Promise Hashem made to Abraham had truly been fulfilled.

g g g
But.

stopped being a moving target. They had become a big fat sitting duck.
Allow me to explain.
The nomadic Jews always felt like they were being singled out for attack by hostile neighbors. But I
UT DOOwUT PUwPEUOZ BaniitD@aDT WAODBEPEGAYUWUWEDPEOZ Owi EYI wWEwWOO

has a lot of stuff to pillage when they get there (like a city). The nomadic Jews, to their hostile neighbors,
were simply Targets of Opportunity, not Strategic Targets. There just happened to be lots of
opportunities.

Now that David had united them into Israel, now that they had an army, and a fortified city, the Jews
had pretty much ceased to be a Target of Opportunity.

In the course of years, however, Jerusalem would soon become a Strategic Target. An Increasingly
Vulnerable Strategic Target.
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So Vulnerable that a day was coming in about 350 years when Jerusalem would be rubbed out. Gone.
There would be nothing left of the Temple. Not a stone left standing on that holy mountain.

Remember the experiment? How bad the subject felt when the glass of water was taken away?
Imagine how he would feel if the experimenter were to spill the water, smash the glass in his face, and
take a shit on the table.
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how seeds of tares were sown amidst the good seeds of Jerusalem.

999

As I described, Jerusalem really just sort of showed up one day in the desert, thanks to David. It all
happened so fast. But sometimes things do happen fast: there are modern day analogs to the sudden
appearance of the Jerusalem and Temple in what had been, essentially, the wilderness. It brings to mind,
for example, the sudden appearance of a railway stop in places like East Middle of Nowhere, Wyoming
when the Union Pacific drove west, and how a town and city and metropolis might spring up around it
overnight. Or how Las Vegas basically showed up out of nowhere when Bugsy Seigel opened the
Flamingo Hotel on the day after Christmas in 1946. Or how Orlando turned into whatever the hell
Orlando is today thanks to Disneyworld opening in 1971.

If you look at a map of the Ancient Middle East before David, & O U z O Ghis bif) Blénku space
between Antioch and Alexandria, just waiting for Jerusalem. All you need to do is lay down a city, and
some roads t EOEwOOUU0wWwOi wEOOOwWw( wEEOz Owi OxT EUPAT wUOT DUwi OOUT T
Temple surely would become, and & O Uezasically guaranteed that Jerusalem would become a bustling
metropolis.

Which it did. The insular, tribal Jews, who up until then had practically no dealings with the Outside
World, a world who cared about them not at all, now suddenly found themselves at a commercial
crossroads. Not only that, that Temple itself was drawing people from all over the Outside World to
Jerusalem.

The Temple was the Cool New Thing to See. Like I have said repeatedly, it was Awesome. There was
nothing like it. People wanted to see it. And Solomon anticipated this: His Temple Courtyard had been
laid out so the largest area, facing the Tabernacle, was reserved so Gentiles and others who technically
were not allowed to worship there.1

Tthe people who could afford to make the trek and see the Temple for fun were rich. You would
need to be rich to make that trip. And the rich people who saw it would be superstitious. I say that
confidently, because in the world at that point, everybody was superstitious.

the god of the Temple, just to hedge your bets, just like you spin the slots a few times at Vegas, even if
a0Uz Ul wOOU wOU E becani3d, wiy nok? B @iEm@zhtlget lucky. And a rich, superstitious tourist
might bring a few golden trinkets to hand off to the Temple treasury. The Temple Treasury certainly
started to get quite a few golden trinkets.

The Rich Touristas wanted nice places to stay. Nice things to eat. Not mutton and olives and sheep
cheese, thank you very much. So the Jews built nice inns, with nice feather beds, and imported chefs
cooking imported food to cater to rich tourist tastes. They built those inns on the quiet hill that led to the
31 O0xO1l OwUOwWUT 1 wthhév® todfbr UdEvehik. IS€dH) O keame known as Temple Street. The
imported chefs and the E T 1 itkeg and kids needed houses. The featherbeds needed fluffing, and the
Jews imported maids to fluff them, and the maids brought their husbands and children, and they also

10 Tronically, this was called the Courtyard of Women. Because, obviously.
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needed houses. And all those chefs and maids and families needed food like they had at home, so
import stores sprang up next to their houses, and on and on.

And beautiful as it was, inspiring as the Temple PE UOw O1 Uz U w &h stahdlabdOvatrhutiBeO U w
gorgeous dancing fountain light show at the ! 1 OOET DPOwWPOwWw+EU w51 1 EUOWEUCOwPI T OQwa
surrounded by an army of pimps. Because the only thing tourists want more than food, wine, and a bed,
is a pleasant new companion to share them.
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that gets cared for by incredibly poor people who live in jaw-dropping x OY1 UUad w( Uz UwUT EVQwPp E:
tourist town.
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the wives of government officials or the wives of priests to watch the wives of the touristas driving off in
a stretch limousine to a fancy late night dinner wearing a mink coat and diamond earringsd w( Uz Uwl EUE wi C
their husbands not to imagine how easy it would be to lay hands on some fast untraceable EE UT 8 w( Uz UWE
bad mix, tourism and government and religion, butUT EQwPEUw) I UUUEOI Oz UwODR S
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I say rich tourists, but who were those tourists, and how had they gotten rich? Merchants, of course,
but some would also have been royalty and government officials of neighboring lands. When they

probably were chatting noisily with one another and with the increasingly well-off Jews of Jerusalem in
wineshops, and cooking up deals. The rich love to cook up deals.

And these superstitious foreigners brought with them their beliefs in other gods. At that time living
in the middle east was like living in an X-men comic book populated with gods instead of mutants: So
many gods, each with different powers. Hashem may have had a really snazzy temple, but those other
gods had cool powers, and lot of those gods had followers, many of whom, it turned out, were really hot
women, the kind that Jewish men seemed to go for.

Anyway, almost immediately after the Day of Days, things started to go into a nasty nasty spiral.
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And then when Solomon died, and his son became king, the southern half of Israel seceded, and
formed its own kingdom, Judah. Bam, just like that, half of Israel, gone.

31T aAawEUI OzUwUx] EDI PEEOOawUI Ol YE O$by @ @0 WUV uWix B Wug ,UR WEIEQU

weaker king; followed by a real stupid-ass putz king; then an even stupider ass-putz king; then a kind of

boring spiral down to blah-town.

There are two really surprising elements on the spiral. One surprise is how many of the ass-putz
kings actually started setting up idols in the Temple.

Idols!
Idols in the Temple!

Of course those ass-putz-kings were also looting all the gold they could lay their hands on from the
Temple treasury. I mean you could pretty much write that storyO wE U U w Bstbarbkingl 0D O O wE
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So naturally during the ass-putz-king periods prophets would show up and condemn the king and
OT 1T wxl OxOl wi OUWUT T PUWPPEOI EwPEAaUOWEOEwWUT T Ul ZEWET wx OET
not.
And naturally, enemies would come and start marauding and looting and reducing the holdings of
Israel, and generally making things uncomfortable. And the Israelites would be wailing and gnashing
their teeth, and eventually the ass-putz would die and then finally the benign king would come to power
and tear down the idol, and things would be ok again for a couple of years.

And then it would all start up again.
But just sad, you know? After the Day of Days. Just sad.
The great military might of Israel was fading. Nobody was scared of Israel any more.

999
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northern countries had gotten tired of killing each other, and finally decided to unite and form Babylon
and kill everybody else instead, and they were getting really, really good at it.

Babylon was scarier than any other country anyone had ever seen. Babylon made the Philistines look
like children.

999
2 Owpk i z OQhe 8tbrizd the Great Miracle again here, as Babylon begins to threaten a weakened
Israel. Great hordes of Babylonians are heading south toward Jerusalem.
3T T Ul ZUWEwWxUOxT 1 Uw b Gsuy¢ulédn pprolaidyughidssil I0DEW OWEDEOT wEUOUOE
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forgotten his Law. And all you need to do DUWUE O] wWEwWPEOOWEOPOwW31 OxOl w20UI 1 0O
what Jeremiah is all worked up about. Jerusalem is a moral cesspool.

Tonight, standing on the Temple walls you can see the campfires of the Babylonian forces. There are
thousands of them sitting out there, sharpening their swords. The Israelite army has fallen back a dozen
times. There is no defendable perimeter except the city walls. And the Babylonians have elephants.
3T EUOzUwOT 1 PUwUI EUT Owbil ExOOB
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The prophet Jeremiah takes matters into his own hands. That fateful, final night, with a half dozen
followers, he breaks into the Tabernacle and carries off the Ark of the Covenant. Under cover of
darkness he carries it out of the Temple, out of the city. He takes it to some secret place. The next
morning, even the men who hide it with him forget where they have taken it. Jeremiah tells the Jews that
the Ark will be recovered when righteous men return to walk upon the earth.

9949

The next day, the Babylonians attack. Remember the great city gates of Jerusalem? The Babylonians
have brought elephants from India. In India the gates have long iron spikes so elephants caOz UwUEOwUT 1 06
Because in India, they know all about elephants. In Israel, no one has seen them before.

The elephants tear through the gates OD Ol w U1 | AThdy btouvp Ehroligh the streets, trampling
people underfoot. They push through the walls of homes and shops, burying families beneath the
rubble.

They storm up Temple Street, leaving destruction behind them. It looks like a town in Alabama after
a tornado. Jews are standing in the smoke and ruin with blank, empty stares.

By noon, half of Jerusalem is rubble. Rubble.
311 w! EEAOOOPEOUWEUI EOQOwi OUWOUOET 6 w3 i 1 usHU Gazuwyil Bl ub?vil ESuA
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By early afternoon, the elephants have reached the Temple. While soldiers mill through the Temple
looking for loot, the elephant masters form the beasts into clusters. With their great heads joined
together, they push against the smooth stone temple walls and the white stones tumble OP Ol wWET DPOEUI Oz
blocks.
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They wait until sundown to move on Ul I w3 EEI UOEEOI w$YI Ua OO0l wpEOUUWUOOWE
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at the bottom, the falling blocks would crush them.

pulled from the corners of the Courtyard so the tower tumbles down in pieces.' 1 z Uwi BT UUl EwbUOwUO
falls at once, quite dramatically.

999
And just like that, Everything is gone.

999
The Tabernacle. The Ark. The Stone Tablets. The Altar. The Temple.
Even Jerusalem.

999

The Babylonians have commandeered a few thousand women. They have had them bring some jugs
of wine, and food, and of course beds and blankets to the Courtyard.

They made them watch the Tabernacle fall. They got a big kick out of the tears.

31 1 Udlentidofiwood EQwUT 1T w3i Ox Ol foubdrfilesd zu® Oud @il wBwl ODOT wUOOWET w
sacrifices.
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now that there is nothing left to destroy, the Babylonians are patting themselves on the back and
UTUOPDOT wEwWODPUUOT wYPEUOUawxEUUVaOwWUDT T OwOT 1T Ul wdOw, 6UOC
everyone is going to have a great good time. The men will have good time, anyway.

Tomorrow, the Babylonians will round up all the Jews they can find and march them north to
Babylon as slaves. The Jews are going to be captives for the next eighty years.

The lucky ones are on the run right now. But among the ones that remain, some are already
beginning to wonder: if the Promised Land is gone, and the Tabernacle is gone, and the Ark is gone,
what remains of the Covenant? What remains of the Law?

What does it mean to be a Jew?

999
The Jews are starting to realize that Hashem has abandoned them.

9949
The Jews are about to wander in the wilderness again.

This time there will be no ark to lead them.
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Night Five
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tOODT T Uz UwE Edeinfdle tilliddridle bolder$than empty. More light than darkness. Even if we
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When I tell this story out loud, at home, this is the night when I usually get asked for an encore,
contains a lot of surprising facts about the Jews that have been hiding in plain sight for centuries: the
unexpected origins of modern Judaism. OE wUOODT hlds glehts Wplh@dd) & murkiness that runs
throughthe- 1 Pw31 UUEOI OUz Uw&OUx1 OwlUOUDI U
(UzUwUl EOCCAWEOCEADPOT whT EVwI E x x 1 Odtré&yadUANuwittin the ppace of WET U1 Uu
about seventy or eighty years. 3 OO D1 1 U gotdliy thikésWnd head spin. I hope I can make your head
spin too.
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so personal: I keep saying that this Story is my story, and DUz UWE U wUT PUwx OPOC0wUOT T w) 1 pU;
personal to me. Because my miserable life has been saved more than once by the Twelve Steps. And
when I read the story of the Jews in Babylon, I recognize how similar their story was to my own, and to
the stories of many others who have been helped by that astonishing program.

When you are in the midst of your long, boring downward spiral you hardly notice. And then one
day, you wake up in a wrecked car, covered in pieces of a shattered windshield, or face-down in a
gutter, or listening to the squeal of the tires as your wife drives off into the night with the kids, never to
return, or find your hands cuffed to a table in a police station, and only then do you realize, Holy Jesus. I
have really screwed the pooch this time. I am really and totally fucked.

Well if you like me have faced one of those horrible moments, brother, you have all my sympathy.
But consider this: no matter how fucked we were, I seriously doubt we were ever as fucked as those
Jews.

But I was fortunate. Maybe you were too. Someone, sometime took me aside, and said tome6 wUT 1 Ul z U w
hope. No matter how bad, ti 1 U1 z Ulihd pobléndisiyou. The problem has always been you. You dug
this hole, and you keep digging it, and now D Uz UwU OO wWET | x wi OUwa OU0wUOwx UOOwadUL
to turn to a higher power if you want to get out of it.

. 1 wE OUU U listeq. B i thErgidbuof my black despair, I remembered those words. Somehow,
like so many broken desperate men before me, I reached out into the black vacuum, hands shaking, tears
falling, and I made my vain, hypocritical, half-hearted offer to turn my will and my life over to my
higher power.

And I discovered to my humiliation and my delight, this wonderful blessed open secret: as the great
mystic poet Rumi says: The Lord in His Mercy accepts bad coin.!
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open to us. If our prayers for love are insincere and mechanical, we can at least pray to become more sincere when
we pray. If we cannot run towards the Lord, at least we can walk, and if we cannot walk, we can crawl. And even if
we cannot crawl, we can pray for the ability, someday, to be able to crawl. And we may be surprised to find that
1 YI OWEUEPODOT wbUwOOUwO! El UUEVUaOwWET EEVUUT wUOT 1 w+ OQUEwW' DOUIT Oi wi E
man I actually met named Eruch Jessawalla. RemembeU wi OP w( WUEPE w( z EwOl OwlOUUT wOOYIT UUwOI
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The Jews were about to do the same thing.

999
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have been around since forever. The Old Testament prophets were constantly delivering the message of
UT T wi PUU0wWOT Ul lyoubtwhi. ©tlyoHaghédkzandstoryOuwtdsanity. You must once again
turn your will and your life over to Him.
The most recent prophet, Jeremiah, had been saying this just minutes before the Babylonians
stomped Jerusalem into the earth and rounded up the strays. So I suppose the message was pretty fresh
POwil YI UAEOEazUwODOES
OEwbPUzUwbOUI UT UUPOT wi OPwUOT T w) 1 PUwi UEOGT EwUT 1 PUwxOPT T O
311 awodPT T Owl EYT wWUEPEO w61 OOOwWPi zUIl w! EEAOCOOPE®auUOEYT Uw
prisoners of war: our duty is to harass our enemy and attempt escape. Or: We can do what our forefather
) OUI xT wEPEOwWwPOUOWOUUwWPEAWDOUOWOUUWEE x UOUQZRuA f€ @:Ewl UEET U
( Uz Uwl YI Ua wOeknyinében bf thedthifikk. n, w
But what they actually said was: We are Jews in Exile.
999
We are still the same Chosen People of the same Lord of Hosts. We are still Jews.

But we have been exiled from our promised land. Exiled, meaning we might hope to return.

999
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make a decision.

And that definition of themselves as Jews in exile pretty much established that there was only one
choice worth making.

(wbOET POl wOTl EVwWEa wlT 1 wUO-Buddrad thileltrakzadrassithd §yBdd Ddsdrtuabblitl D U wi DY
the time they were crossing the Euphrates, the Jews had made the decision to rededicate themselves, and
once more turn their wills and their lives over to Hashem.

Anyway, almost as soon as they reached Babylon, they started on what most of us who have gone
UT UOUT T wPOwpbPOUOEwWUI EOT OPAT WEUwW3TT w»OUUUT w20l x8w»OUwOI
searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. And rarely has a moral inventory been more
fearless or more searching than the inventory done by the captive Jews in Babylon.

The Jews may have thought that Hashem was so angry He had sent the Babylonians to drag them
into slavery. To me it sounds a lot like He had sent the Babylonians to drag them into rehab.

99g9

Now the amount of study, discussion, and U1 OUT T OwUOl EVw( z OWEEOUUwWUOwWEI UEUDE
So we probably need to do a little historical contextual housekeeping here. Ostensibly the Jews had been
UEOI OwUOw! EEAOOOWEVWUOEYI UOWEUUOwWIi UOOwPT E U davingd Owl EUT 1 U
them to do once they got there. For one thing, most of the major Babylonian building and what not had
already been done. 3T 1 w! EEa OO OD E OU uabyl pyran@ids Oruaty thibg) £l Gk Babylonians
had been conquering other countries and taking captives right and left for years.

In addition, Babylon was undergoing a lot of internal strife, and to top things off, the Persians were
gathering strength on their eastern border, so the locals had a lot on their minds besides the Jews. So it
seems like they put some half-hearted effort into making work for the Jews, but not a hell of a lot of it.
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The Babylonians seemed basically to have left the Jews more or less together in a group, and to have
given them plenty of free time. Their captors P 1 Ul idtp Whipping the Jews, or torturing them or
sending them to the salt mines or anything like that. Instead, as near as I can make out, they just gave
them some isolated farmland and left them alone: kind of like cat owners who go on vacation and leave
those automatic food and water dispensers behind. It might not have been all that great, but the Jews got
along OK.

So the Jews had time to weep by the rivers of Babylon, and to focus on their Fourth Step. And how
they undertook that moral inventory was to review in minute detail the 673 Commandments, and their
own lives in relation to those commandments.

argue over fine points, and to think about their lives. When I say their time in Babylon was a lot like
rehab, honestly, it was a lot like rehab.
This period was hugely productive. The Jews never lost focus, and they were serious, complex, and

creative. Which led to a whole set of interesting developments. In fact, modern Judaism was born while
the Jews were in Babylon.

999

I think the best place to start is with a concrete example, so let me ask this question: Why will a
modern, observant Kosher Jew not eat a cheeseburger?

Now some of you smarty-pants will now be waving your hands and saying eagerly ? ( wOOOP nw( wOO Ok
Oh! Oh! Ask me!? wE OE w aa® kbt EQU IOUP T Uw? ! | EEUIOWY Uiw ED @il & U kiE dOd uu
together.z » w

And you would be so very very wrong.

But someone elseO w ( 7 O-usbhté Wdry clever, Hermione-Grainger-type -- at this moment has her
hand raised, very politeO & O w U O wBeédtbe df Wihatthappened in Babylon during the ExileOw UT EUz Uw
why.? w

Go to the head of the class, Ms. Grainger.

You see, the Jews did have a pretty clear starting point for establishing their moral inventory. They
had a list of what was Right and Wrong. Unlike we poor lost souls today, those Jews had the Law.
. UwEOwOl EV0wUT T awlT OUTT OwlT 1 awEPESw! U0OwPUwWUOUUOI EwbOUU
Unlike the stone tablets that Moses had brought down from Sinai (which were still in the Ark,
wherever the hell that was), the rest of the Law, the 673 Commandments ¢ those were not to be found in
anice, fixed form in a book some place. Not yet, anyway.
(ZYI wOEOOI E w EtEtkeWdoll ofii PWHOWE PW T wWEOOOU WO wii T w! DPEOI 6 w3
Those books | E E Oz Uiftdn tip3yet.
All that existed were chunks of story, scraps of the Laws, some written on parchment, some in

Even the Hebrew alphabet had not been standardized yet, so even what had been written was
written in different alphabets ¢ the writing of the place and time. So even what was written was just a
mess. And never mind the countless errors of addition and omission that are inevitable in hand copying.

The Jews had always had this impression that they had The Law. All their Lives they heard that they
had The Law. But now when they actually tried to find The Law, The Law turned out to be a giant
jigsaw puzzle.

It was heartbreaking. Everything had been taken from them ¢ everything but The Law, and they
hoped to rebuild with that as a foundation, and now all they found were scraps.
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( WEE Oz UWE | wEhebeDdieles bidkenDéried Jows had one wan hope and now even that
hope gets taken from them, and that breaks my wise-ass heart too.
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In the midst of this utter despair a hero arises: to me one of the greatest heroes of all time, and he is
completely ignored and completely forgotten and completely nameless. As I looked at the history of this
horrible moment, the before and the after, I began to see the handiwork of this unknown hero. I gave
him a name. I started to call him Some Smart Guy.

Some Smart Guy looked at this complete mess and saw that the whole thing the Book of The Law
that everybody was hoping to find actually was sort of sitting there already. It was just in pieces, sort of
like the bookshelf you bring home from IKEA.

All that needed to happen, Some Smart Guy figured out, was:

7 to create a standardized Hebrew alphabet,

teach a bunch of guys to use the new alphabet,

translate all the existing scraps of writing into the new alphabet,

organize the newly translated scraps into some sort of coherent narrative,
edit the narrative,

7 and establish a canonical version.

=A =4 =4 -4

And all it would take to do that, Some Smart Guy figured out, would be to convince t OT Ow( WE OOz UwOOOP OwWOE A
or six hundred other smart guys ¢ to work like mindless zombies for next three or four years.
Somehow, Some Smart Guy ¢+ P1 z OOwOI YI U w0 Qi k. MéuBibw it gaime) who would
you invite to dinner? Some Smart Guy; thaUz Uw Oa wbDOYDUI 6 w2 OO0I w2 OEU thak& Ua Owi Ob
that happen? That would be a story worth hearing.

Some Smart Guy standardized the Hebrew alphabet, organized the scraps of text, collected the
unwritten, memorized elements, assembled those chunks into books of the Law. Clearly it was a team
effort, and it must have been a hell of a big team, with a hell of a lot of smart people. But Some Smart
Guy led the Charge.

Just think of the effort involved. Everybody on that team of smart people needed to be able to read
and write, and since what they needed to read and write was the New Standard Hebrew that had Just
Been Invented, there had to be New Standard Hebrew as A Second Language classes, and New Standard
Hebrew as a Second Language Teacher Certification Classes.

OEwal OwOOUTl o w( wEOOZz OwOOOPWPIT wadUz Yl wUl EEwBddUD]T Uwdi u
Dead Sea Scrolls, or how the Oxford Dictionary was assembled ¢+ who am I kidding, of course you
I E Y1 4Cmtlhose stories are fascinating accounts of teams facing almost insurmountable intellectual
challenges and creating clever creative methods for cataloging, comparing, assessing, and finally
deciding the final form of an idea. And here was this ad hoc team of Exiled Jews who was developing
and performing a similar massive undertaking, on the fly, in very short order, in a whole new language
no less, and doing a pretty honking good job of it.

Probably the hardest part of this task was dealing with the constant discouragement and exhaustion
and doubt. Some Smart Guy managed against all odds to keep the effort going.

What developed very quickly among the exiled Jews was a whole new class: the scribes. Scribes
became a very important class in the Jews religious life from this point forward.

Priests, of course, had been born into the priesthood. They performed rites: circumcision, sacrifices,
mikvahs and the like, and they learned how to do them from other priests., OUUWEDE Oz OwOOOP wi Ol
read, and since the Law had been until then a ET EOUDPEwW O1 UUOwW UT 1 awEI UUEDPOOawE

understanding of its subtleties.
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The scribes, on the other hand, were men who could read, and could teach others to read, and made
it a point to know the Law, now that it had been standardized.

Jews began to value those who were familiar with the Law. Jews began to value those who could
read. Jews began to send their children to tutors so they could learn to read the Law. In Babylon, the
Jews quickly became the most literate people on earth.

Nice going, Some Smart Guy.

999
But getting back to cheeseburgers.

There is nothing in Law about meat and cheese. But this is this Law, that shows up in two places,
$BROEVVUWEOEwW#1 UUI UOOOOaow?31 OUwUI EOVWOOUWEODPOWEWOPEWDOu
Thanks to Some Smart Guy, the Jews now had something tangible to think about as they considered
their Fourth Step. What about it, they said to themselves. What kind of moral creeps have we been
EGapEayw) UU0wl OpwOESaA wWOPEUWI EY] whl wET |1 OWEOPOPOT wbOwUI 1
And of course, the obvious answer was, probably not a hell of a lot. Or maybe they had been boiling
EwUOOOwWOI wObEUWwD O w Uthehrd hbw @6l kridwyUuu(GzDAWOO O w E U O EM2Eb a wi DU U (
cream of kid soup was a real fave around Jerusalem, and maybe the Jews | EEOz UwEI | OwEOOwUT E
about whether where the milk had come from.
''O0wU0T EVwDUOZ poimtOig thexJéwB @&td aonsideting this Law with reference to their
Fourth Step moral inventory. Thinking about this law, and what it meant to their relationship with
Hashem.

It was during their consideration of laws like these ¢ and this is a very famous example, actually ¢

clear that they went on for days and nights, and probably got pretty loud at times, and may have been
aEEOO*XxEOPI EwEAWEwWI 1 PUuEOOOEaAawWOOUI UWESEwWOPUUDOT wlOI 1 UT 6w
forget, there are 672 others.

The discussion went like something this: Sure, this law about OD E U wE O E w O Gsbunds itdew OB O O
But first off: How do we guarantee that any OP OOwU Ul EWUOWEODPOWE wOP EBvEnGwi Ul T wo
drop would violate the law.

For that matter, when does a kid cease to be a kid? In effect, boiling any goat of any age in any milk
puts you at risk of violating this law.

To risk violating the law is to decide that you are willing to sin.

Write that down on your fearless moral inventory. Any goat in any milk equals: I am a creep who is
totally willing to sin.

Get the idea?

And now the discussion gets more abstract: Is this Law a specific prohibition? Or is it rather an
Example of a Principle?

Why should Hashem regard a kid differently than a lamb or than a calf? If the Principle applies,
UT OU O Eafipty tbuahy Blesh we cook?
Further, why would boiling the flesh in milk be different than baking, roasting or other methods? Or
different from serving it in a nice cold milk jelly? Or different from having a tall milk shake with your
OU0UOOwWI aU0y w( Uz VWES Gight?®DODEOQUUEDauwBdWwuk DBT wlUT BOT UwOE
At this point in these discussions, when some people are very anxious to stretch the interpretation to
DPUOUwl ROUI Ol UOWEOEwWOUT 1 UUwx UOOWEEEOWUEaDOT omedthtEh® Ow' EUT |
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expiation of sin. The Jews are already in the midst of some serious suffering of the consequences of
disobedience. Hashem has made it abundantly clear that he will visit the sins of individuals upon the
entire Jewish nation. The third strike rule is in effect.

They have got the hell to get things right. They wanted to do more than avoid Hashi Oz UwE OT 1 UOw 0T 1
wanted to please Him. And if this meant trying harder to parse the intent behind the 673
commandments, they were going to parse the hell out of them.

Anyway, this is when dietary rules began to get pretty honking complicated.? This is when
observant Jews stopped going to McDonalds, much as they might crave one of those totally sweet
cheeseburgers.

9949
But in the middle of these fist fights OYl Uwi O E.{Jvzhlﬁllw@vﬁ)ﬁfge of even hotter discussions
broke out. Some of these discussions started with leprosy, but they sure EDE Oz Owi OEwUT 1 Ul 6

I mentioned earlier how it wasO zjiht animals that were clean and unclean: that people could be
clean and unclean too. I talked about coming into contact with blood or death could make you unclean.
Well, there was a much worse way to be unclean. Leprosy.

In our modern world people we think people are lepers if they have an active infection of one of two

bacteria: Mycobacterium leprae or Mycobacterium lepromatosis. We all know what those bacteria do from

OT1T wOOYPI UowUOOT wi UazUwbOOUT wi ECOPOT woOi I wbOwUT 1 wUOUXx Owot
But in Old Testament times there were no germs. So leprosy was much more common because it had

nothing at all to do with bacteria. The biblical definition just describes ugly scabs, and all kinds of things

can cause those. Some people were infected with leprosy bacteria, but any nasty skin condition might be

called leprosy: Psoriasis, scabies, skin cancer, even bad acne; practically anything that looked nasty to a

priest could potentially be defined as leprosy.

How leprosy got diagnosed was that a priest looked at some skin problem and called it leprosy. If a
priest said you were a leper, then you were unclean, and anything you came into contact with was
unclean. Even touching your shadow would make something unclean. It meant the end of your normal
life. There was no mikvah to clean you, no red heifer blood to fix you. The only interactions left to you
were with other lepers. The end.

Now the actual Law about leprosy?® is explicit, disgusting, and completely vague. Since priests
EOUOEOz UwUI EEOWEOEwWUDOET wUOT | w+EPWPEVUWOOUWEOOUDUUI 6004 wt
defining leprosy on instinct and hand-me-down experience. This meant of course that leprosy was being
over-diagnosed and under-diagnosed based on which priest was doing the diagnosing.

wUPOT Ol w! PEOT wYI UUT wEEOUUWODPEUWEOEWOOUT T UzUwODOOWO]

dietary laws. Imagine discussing 25 verses about leprosy.

And it really came down to this: A whole crowd of Jews, a whole faction, became convinced that the
pUPI UOUWUUEOTI Edw( ZOwUEaPOT wlUl PUWEUWOPOEOaWEUwW( WwEEOGB w
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2] am sure as hell not going to get into Kosher here, which is mind boggling to a non-Jew like me. But I will note
that many of the principles associated with animal sacrifice laid out in the Law became ingrained in the rules of
Kosher. The debate between the Pharisees and Sadducees about whether parts of the Law applied to all the Jews or
to the Levites only fell squarely in the Pharisees favor, at least insofar as Kosher butchery goes.

3 Leviticus 13, if you can stand it.
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Priests by Hashem, were not merely supposed to be the Jews permitted and required to perform all rites
and rituals, but were also supposed to be the Moral Leaders of the Jews. And that they had, over the
centuries, completely fucked that part up.

Instead of moral leadership, the Levite priesthood had been content to learn how to kill sacrifice
animals, do circumcisions without cutting off too much of the important parts, and most of all how to
take, and sell, their tenth of the sacrificed flesh, and make money.

If you are making a moral inventory and considering where we Jews have gone off track, said the
Pharisees, put the Levite priesthood at the top of the list.

The Pharisees prized the learning of the scribes, and more than that they prized the application of
that learning to the daily moral actions of the Jewish people. They saw the need for direct moral
leadership in every aspect of the community, by applying the majesty and the subtlety of the Law.

So in this instance, the Pharisees took it upon themselves to explore the subtleties of the 25 verses of
the Law associated with leprosy. Then they set leaders in each group of Jews to check everybody in their
community for leprosy, and to bring candidates to the nearest stupid priest, and then demand that
whoever the Pharisees happened to think was a leper -- based on their new-formed re-definitions of
leprosy -- and get that person kicked the hell out of Dodge.

An activity that, as you might imagine, won them both a lot of friends and a lot of enemies, and
certainly got them noticed.

The Pharisees promoted a name for these proactive moral community leaders. They called them
rabbis.

999
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formal training or organization. They were self-appointed experts with no other credentials. But like the
scribes, they quickly became a very important and highly obvious new part of Jewish society. They used
their familiarity with the newly available and codified written Law to engage and instruct their
communities. In my view, they were buttinskies, but the exiled Jews seemed to dig them.

The Jews, very concerned with their Fourth Step inventory, very concerned that they wanted to do
better in the eyes of Hashem, listened, learned, discussed, and considered how to change their ways.
Like by giving up cheeseburgers and so on.

It was also during this time that the books of early Jewish history, Genesis and Exodus, also got
collected and codified by the scribes. The Pharisees began to give the Jews a sense of their history.

999
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mine, of course. My Story has no agenda).
Well the Pharisees definitely had an agenda. And the stories they collected into the books of Genesis
and Exodus reflected it. The Pharisees believed that the Lord worked his will through history, that you
EOUOEwWUI T w+OUEzUwl ECEWEUwWPOUOWPOWUT T wi PUDOUAWOT wOT T w) I
Now this view was exactly the opposite of the Party Line held by the non-Pharisees (a group that
dol UOz 0wal Owi EYTI wEQawOUT T UwOEOI OWEUUwWPHOOwWI YIi OUUEOOa wEI
The Sadducees had a problem with this Pharisee idea of Divine Intervention, because if Hashem was
influencing History, that meant He was influencing People. And if He was influencing People, that
Ol EOUw/ 1 OxO01 wEPEwWOOUWI EYI wnUI 1 weDOOS w @éoplddedidt forOx O1 WED
themselves between Righteousness or Sin? And if People E O U @ &e@de, what difference did it make?
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But, gosh darn it, if you look at the history of the Jews and all those parting of the Red Seas and
Moses being Saved From the Bulrushes and what not, and how the hell do you explain all those
amazing, wonderful coincidences without concluding that there must have been at least a touch of
Divine Intervention?

61 OOWOEY S w8 OUWE E 0z U Whith thBkEsit tbligh foulke Saddicees.U D O O 8

So an ongoing dispute broke out. The Pharisees began to edit whole chunks of Genesis and Exodus

with particular emphasis on Divine Intervention, and the Sadducees made a concerted effort to make
sure that those edits never saw the light of day.

Not a popular position among the rabbi-favoring Jews who were suddenly feeling like they were
involved with their faith in a whole new way.

But not all Jews favored the Rabbis.

Remember the Priests still had a lot of street cred. The Jews recognized that they were the Chosen
Tribe of the Chosen People. Only the Levites could make the atonement for the sins of the People. The
Ark might be MIA, but any minute it might show up again, and when it did, only a Levite High Priest
would be able to make the Yom Kippur sacrifice to make things right with the Lord.*

All this was happening very fast, in just a few years. It might remind you of the Protestant
ReformatiO 08 w( | wUOOwPUz Uwil OPOT wUOOWET wli YT OwOOUI wUl UOOEBLwWUOC
place over centuries, this all happened in course of a few decades.
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As the Pharisees and rabbis became more and more popular, however, even those Jews who sided

with the Priests found themselves asking a hard question: if the Priests had been doing what was needed
to keep Hashem happy, why had He destroyed everything the Jews held dear?

Event the Priests found themselves acknowledged their part and joined in with the Fourth Step, and
admirably for them, they did not turn away from the ugly reflection in the mirror.

They took to heart the criticism of the Pharisees. They found themselves shaking their heads
contritely: Yes, perhaps they had neglected the law. They had misinterpreted and erred in their duties.
They had paid more attention to the rewards of their positions than to their obligations.

A lot of the priests had learned to read. They studied the Law, and discussed it with the scribes, and
soon they were discussing with the Pharisees and rabbis, in a sincere and good-hearted debate. Many

4 In fact, some End-time Fundamentalist Christian churches are actually currently funding schools in Jerusalem

where Jews who can prove that they are Levites by blood can be paid to learn how to perform animal sacrifices and

other Old Testament priestly duties, so when (as the End-timers believe) the Jerusalem Temple is finally restored

these Levites will be available as priests to do the required sacrifices. Why would Christian churches fund this?

Because only when this all happens will Jesus return, which is what they really want. Of course when Jesus returns,

thanks to these highly skilled Levites, the Temple, Israel, and all the Jews will be destroyed in a cataclysmic war,

and all the Levites that the End-timeres trained will be sent straight to hell and torment for eternity, for failing to

EEEIl xOw) l UOUWEUwWUOT 1 PUw/ 1T UUOOEOwW2EYPOUSw! U0wpPT EQwOT T wil EOowU
thought of that before they signed up. The important thing is that the End-Time Christians will all go floating up to

Heaven. The irony here is so deep you need hip waders.
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having precise written instructions of what these duties were: Crucial,critical rites, like Yom Kippur, or the Red

Heifer sacrifice, or like any of them, for that matter. So no wonder they found errors of omission and commission

when they did a review. I was reminded of Eric Berne, the founder of Transactional Analysis, who had a gimmick

where he would have his clients examine their birth certificates. About 20% of his clients found that the name or
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took to spending days wearing sackcloth and covering themselves with ashes, publicly mourning their
failure to have done a better job. I truly think this was sincere.
i 01l UWEOOOwT 1 Ul zUwUT T wUl DOT o wECwWUT PUwxODO0wOI 1 awi EE
based on priestly sacrifices had just evaporated, and with it any need for the priesthood. So they were
going to a lot of trouble with very little external gain beyond a very small measure of approval from
their community.
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Even so, these newly learned, newly sincere, newly dedicated Sadducees started to raise a couple of
interesting points, which unsettled the Pharisees and rabbis quite a bit.

For one thing, the Sadducees spun that whole Divine Intervention paradigm rather neatly. If you go
along with whole ? 3T 1 w+ OQOUE w" OO U U O Othing, theP i@ to the fattb®, Wz U widathey | Ua w
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Mr Rabbi? the Sadducees asked with a wry, but respectful smirk.

For another, they had a very different, much more literal take on the Law than the rabbis and the
Pharisees. They held that the bulk of the Law applied only to the Levites, particularly the parts about
cleanliness and so on, which were the most burdensome parts for the average Jew. Also, they were much
OOUI wOPUI UEOGow3T 1T awET UI T EwUT EQwOT Ipply?t®ddl BoatDadduall datwt OO UT 1 U
milk, but they were not willing to stretch it further to all flesh and all milk and all forms of cooking. They
P1 Ul Oz 0wl YI OQwE UU E btGnaybdbunif ts th€lBvlitds.wuO OWEOOw) 1 pUw
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Well, these interpretations, by the Tribe that The Lord Had Selected As His Personal Guys To Make
The Sacrifices For the Whole Nation Of Israel For The Last Fifteen Hundred Years, indeed carried some
weight among the Jews. Which naturally drove the Pharisees completely nuts.

Because the Pharisees had been promoting this new idea: A New Society of Jews Guided by The
Rules of Daily Life Established by The Law As Brought to You by The Scribes and Thoughtfully
Enforced by Your Local Rabbi.

The Sadducees now propounded an alternative: a sort of modified version of the old ritual. What say
we make a tent-style tabernacle again. Recreate the holy vessels, they said: We have the technology. The
Levites will get it right this time. OEw Ul | wOPEIl wxEUOwDPUows8. 4wEOOzUwI EYI
OPOYET POT wEOGEwWPT EUwOOU S wdéatedhe beavy liffing fo Ustlevitdd. Andicrodd OE O1 O 8 w
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Now consider the situation from the point of the Jews who had not been quite as actively involved in
reading, discussing, debating, or propounding, but who had been willing passengers, as it were, in the
Fourth Step Moral Inventory Bus, and glad to be there. They were entirely willing to admit the defects of
their collective character, and have the Lord remove those shortcomings.

But suddenly there was a tussle over the steering wheel, and everyone was arguing over who ought
to drive.

371 azEwEI I Gy ohbthefS@ibeuntdOPBarisee Freeway, and everything had been going
smoothly until the Sadducees had popped in like the Loyal Opposition and suggested an alternate route.

Now the Jews had to decide between two different ideas: a Pharisee and a Sadducee version of How
Jews Ought to Live.
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around the corner.
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Gosh, said the Jews. That Pharisee version sounds like Work.

Look, said the Pharisees calmly, at the top of their lungs. Are you going to keep listening to the idiots

who got you into this mess? 8 OUz Ul w U1 I D OT luat okl HeOdgsttoyesl Bhe Temple for a

Reason. 31T PUwPUwUT T w#DYDOI w( OUT UYI OUPOOwWPI zYlI well Owll 0O0POT u
31T EUZ UwE wi afdiGhie Jews(T®D @&reniiythink Hashem wants the guys who fucked things up

to be put back in charge?

What? said the Sadducees. You should listen instead to a bunch of guys who are making it up as they
go along? Hashem is on record choosing Us as his representatives on earth. Sure we fucked up, but we
Got The Message. Has Hashem said ever said Thing One about choosing Pharisees over Us?

3T EUZUWEOUOWEwWT OOE wx 0D OU Ow U THisus)vdryppu zalihg. ¥ Rriok waOwUT T w2 E
would really help us? A sign from Hashem.

And just as the Pharisees and Sadducees were about to roll their collective eyeballs at the naiveté of
) 1 P Uz wHasBdih] thhtkly son of a bitch, did indeed give everyone a sign.
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were doing all this arguing and inventorying and so on in their backyard, instead of any useful slaving,
but I speculate that at this time they had their hands full with the Persians.

The Persians and the Babylonians had been mixing it up for decades, but the Babylonians had been
spreading themselves thin, whatP D UT wEOOwUT | wEOOQ@UI UDOT wEOEwWUI EUDOT weobdPC
been doing a lot of all around the Middle East, not just in Israel. The Persians took advantage of how
many fronts the Babylonians were fighting, and one day they basically tore through and beat the crap
out of them.
37 1T w)l PUwWEDE Oz U wthht dnyOdd thisuhad MappanbduThey Gkt woke up one day, and
instead of a bunch of Babylonian slavemasters standing over their beds, they found Persian slavemasters
instead.
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Now there had been Conquering Hordes for centuries, Horde after Horde after Conquering Horde,
but the first great Empire was Persia. They basically wrote the book on Empiring For Dummies, and
everybody other Empire, from Alexander, to Rome, to Victoria, has since read it and followed the
instructions.

Look at what the Babylonians had done: tearing down the great city of the Jews, gathering up
captives. They had destroyed a gigantic asset capable of generating huge amounts of revenue, and
instead of leaving a citizenry capable of taking care of themselves, they quickly acquired instead a
gigantic number of dispirited mouths to feed.

11 01 OET UwUTT wi EOOUVUwW UOOOEY" OOEOwWUT T w! EUEEUPEOwW+DOI vy
driven before you, and to hear the IEOT OUEUDOOwWOi wOT 1 PUwPpOO! 062> w31 EOz UwOi 1
Babylonians lived to hear those lamentations.

371 w/ 1T UUDPEOU wE b E ORzehting 18n¥értationss THepwithntded Eaidveblt mpire, i.e.: real
domination. Remember the Neutron Bomb that killed every living thing but left all the buildings in
place? The Persians would have appreciated a weapon like that, but they would never have used it.

Even that would have been too unsophisticated.

When the Persians conquered a city, they destroyed as little as possible. (Sometimes as little as
possible was a hell of a lot, but they were careful nonetheless.)
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They offered mercy to anyone who abjectly surrendered and brutal painful death to anyone who
feigned surrender or double-crossed them.

They publicly killed everyone in the city government, and with great pomp installed a puppet
government made up of carefully selected locals.

Then late one night they would kill most of the priests at the city temple and steal all its treasury. The
next day the conquering general would publicly apologize profusely to the city populace -- like it was a
terrible error. He might even execute a few renegade soldiers just to show how sorry he was about the
mixup.
Then the general would install the second or third string temple priests to lead the temple, and hand
over some Persian gold pOOUWEUWOUET wEUwT 1 z E wlabdvath 1 pubih plavsebthel OwWET I O
temple a Persian overseer and some Persian guards to make sure nothing bad like that would ever
happen again.

Suddenly instead of a strong defiant enemy, the Persians had a compliant, hardworking client city
with most of its assets intact. And the locals would be worshipping at a Persian-run client temple. And
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It took a little while for the Persians to sort out what the hell all those Jews were doing in Babylon,
but once they did, they wanted them out. The Persians had done the math and decided it would be

cheaper to fund the rebuilding of Jerusalem and send everybody back there than to keep the Jews in
Babylon.

Oh, by the way, not just rebuilding Jerusalem. The Temple, too.
"OpPzUwUl EQwi OUwEwW2 DT Owi U6Ow' EUT T Oy
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61 OOOWOE Y b%dd th) vOgotBt Wight) saill the Pharisees. Because what have we been saying
all this time? About Divine Intervention? And what could be more Divine than Intervention like that,
intervening about the Temple and all?

. Owlil T wOOi 1 Uwi EOEOWUEPEwWUT 1 w2EEEUVUETI 1 UOwWwPUZ UwEwWUDT Ow
doing his sacrifices, just like The Good Book says. 2 EEEUET | UwUUOl o w07 EUz Uwpki EQwOT |
Sadducees.
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to some pretty wild developments, but I have a few other things to talk about first.

I could try to make the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple interesting and exciting, but the hell
with it. That would be work.”

( 7 O 0 wEsrtiallyxsome Jewish stewards selected by the Persians took some money the Persians
had given them, and duck-taped the walls of Jerusalem and the Temple and Tabernacle back together
from the bits that the Babylonians had left behind. Doing that was was a long, laborious undertaking.

6T EOwOT T awl OETl EwUx wpPUT whPEUOZz Uwl Ul EVUOQWEVUUWPUwWPEUWE wi

7 Read Nehemiah and Ezra in the Old Testament, if you can manage to keep your eyes open.
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Now for any readers that are Christian, or happen to be intereU Ul EwbDOw" T UPUUDEODPUaOwi 1 U
detour. The Gospels are full of references to Samaritans: the Good Samaritan, the Samaritan woman at
the well. And so on. All the Sunday school teachers manage to tell us about this is that there was Bad
Blood between the Jews and the Samaritans. They never tell you where the Bad Blood came from. So
nOb w( z Owl OB OThaRe& uf the SBovywa O U w

The Samaritans lived in (of all places) Samaria, a little area near the northern border of Israel, and
claimed that their citizens were two parts of the original twelve tribes of the Jews. They claimed that
they descended from Abraham, that they too were Jews. The Jews scoffed at this and said U1 1 awpk1 Ul Oz Ud u
The Samaritans had even built their own Temple years before the Jerusalem temple, and kept the Law
faithfully (as they saw it), with their own priests. The Babylonians had blown right past Samaria, leaving
the Samaritans untouched.

The Samaritans regarded the capture of the Jews as the capture of their own kinsmen. To them, the
Captivity was an outrage and a family tragedy. They felt it personally and deeply, and prayed for all the
Jews to be reunited.

So when the first Jewish emissaries returned from Persia, the Samaritans came to welcome them.
They believed their prayers had been answered.

They invited the Jewish emissaries to join them. They offered to give the returning Jews homes in
Samaria. They said, since their Temple had never been destroyed or defiled ¢+ why not make this the
place of worship for all the Jews?

Well, the Jewish emissaries scorned the offer. Scorned it.

Nobody likes being scorned. The Samaritans took it hard. They wrote a nasty letter to the Persians
saying the Jews were being a bunch of jerks, and misusing the money that the Persians had given them.

The Persians wrote a nastygram to the Jews to stop everything until they had investigated the
Samaritan claims. The Jews wrote back, telling the Persians that the Samaritans were a bunch of jealous
assholes with no business calling themselves Jews. It was a big scandal.

Eventually, after the Persians looked into it, they agreed that the Samaritans were in fact a bunch of
EUUT 001 UG w OwlOl EU0OWUT ECz Uwi O Bl melbfnhe iGasgels, fhe waufd® wOT 1 w) 1
were still pretty fresh. Even today, twenty-four hundred years later, The Samaritans and the Jews still
E O Qikdtautalk to each other.?
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had been there for more than sixty years. Every adult Jew who made the trek from Jerusalem is dead.

37T w/ T UUPEOUWT EYT wEI 1 OWEOGOEDOT wUT UOU hetualiPfoundutheE Ea OOOD E
Holy Vessels stolen from the Temple: the Menorah, the Censer, the Showbread Table. Other things too:
5DEOUwWOi wi 60aw, 1 OOUET wOD OO w Bdxds af'thd atred Ancehsk. Bitdry thetlaktl EOU wU U E
loaves of Showbread, now stale and hard as rocks, wrapped up in linen. Everything cushioned in wool
and straw and packed in wood trunks, marked and sealed. The Babylonians, the most destructive force
the world had ever seen, had for some reason been scrupulously careful about these treasures.

The Persians returned these to the custody of the priests, so they could bring them back to the rebuilt
Temple when the exiles returned.

8 More about animal sacrifice; not for the queasy. The Samaritans, to this day still practice Mosaic-style ritual
animal sacrifice much as was done at the Temple, including the slaughter, flaying, dismemberment and burning,
and there are videos of the practice online. Google Samaritan Paschal Lamb Sacrifice
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never seen these things. 3 T 1 d2ogly read about the Holy Vessels.
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altar base. None of them has formed the holy incense, or kept an Altar fire burning all night long.

Have you heard the term Performance Anxiety?
They realize that ti T Ul wi EUOZ OwEI | OwEw' DT T w/ UPI U0wi OUwal EVUB w3
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In the Old Days, the outgoing High Priest would whisper the True Name of the Lord to the New
High Priest. Does anyone even know the True Name of the Lord anymore?
If there had been among the Sadducees before any lack of focus, any smugness in their discussions
PPUT wOT | wWUEUPEI UowUT EUz Uwi 601 6w
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After you complete the Fourth Step, after you admit your failings, you ask your High Power to take
away your shortcomings. That prayer® gets answered, it seems, with a swift and an often devastating
power. OEwpbi 1 Ow( wUEawUOi PUw200UawbUwdawllOUaowbUzUwOOOI O
suddenly the Lord reaches out, and takes your half-hearted prayer with its dubious sincerity, and turns
it into a laser beam pointed at your heart.
3T EUzUwpkPT EQwl | wi EEWEOO] wUOOwWUT 1T w2EEEUET T UBw' | wi EEWEOU
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Things were going to get interesting for the Pharisees as well. For one thing, they were going to the
TTOwOl 1T wOEOST w/ T EUPUIT 1T UBw' 1 Ul zUwi OpPdw

The Persians were smart cookies. They needed to figure out how to establish a compliant client

Jerusalem, but those were not the People People.

The People People were the PhariseesOw UT 1 w/ 1 UUPEOUwWUI EVUOOT EGw3T 1 azEwal
were two conflicting camps: UT OUT w/ T EUDPUI I UWEOEwWUI 1 w2EEEUETI 1 UBw3il a
Sadducees by returning the Holy Vessels. Right now, the Persians owned the Sadducees. They needed to
figure out how to own the Pharisees.

Then they needed to figure out how to play those two sides against the middle and own the Jews.

But first things first: how to own the Pharisees?

Actually, it turned out not to be that hard.

999
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contact with extraterrestrials and learned algebra or creole cooking or how to make eyeshadow or
gunpowder or something.
Well the Persians had been following a religion for a few thousand years E O E stiP foliowed by a
lot of Iranians today), called Zorastrianism, and when the Jews came into contact with it those
Zoroastrian Persians in Babylon, Judaism began to change, quite dramatically.
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realize are an obstacle to my recovery. Help me to continue being honest with myself & guide me toward spiritual &
mental health.
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Although the Jews of that era were extremely isolated compared to the Persians, it would not be
surprising if some of Jews spoke the Persian language, Farsi. The Persians, however, prided themselves
on learning, and probably could scare up quite a few people who spoke reasonably good Hebrew.

Anyway, the Persians and the Pharisees began to talk about their respective faiths, and they
discovered that they had a lot in common. Both believed in the Flood, for example. Maybe more
patriarchs than Noah had survived.

Maybe they found common ground because both believed in a single, all-powerful deity whose only
visible manifestation was through fire. Unlike practically any other culture in the known world, where
deities were just enormous versions of animals or people, the Persians and Jews worshipped something
abstract and essentially invisible.

I'like to think that the discussion took the form of the Persians asking questions; questions that set the
Pharisees to thinking.

Questions like these:

Is there a soul that survives death? If the deity is immortal, is His creation mortal? If Jews are judged
for their adherence to the Law, what about non-Jews? If non-Jews are judged,what form will that
judgment take? Are there unseen forces of good and evil working in the world? Are human affairs
affected by those forces? The Deity that felt that the world had become so evil that he intervened with
the Flood ¢ could He feel compelled to intervene again? If so, what might that intervention consist of?

Now in fact, a lot of the sayings of the Jewish prophets, and the psalms, and the words ascribed to
Hashem that were scattered in writings and remembered snippets that would in the near future be
gathered into the Tanakh touched on these various topics. And the scribes among the Jews had been
actively gathering these words. But when the Persians asked these questions, this way, those snippets
Ul'l O1 EwWVUUEET 00awUOwobT T UwUxOwWECEWUOwWI EOOwWPOUOWEwWODOE wc
quite make sense, butd B U wi Gdh@thifgulike a shadow in the fog.
So the Jews took these words back to the Persians, sort of excited, and showed them, and discussed
them. What made you ask these questions, they said?

Because our faith teaches us of these things, the Persians answered.
Like what? The Pharisees asked.
So the Persians told them.

They told the Pharisees about angels!?, bright spirits who looked like men with wings, who the
Persian god had made to bring goodness to men. But some of these angels rebelled against their god,
and sought to make men do evil.

They told the Pharisees that although some men were fortunate enough to know of the Law, all men
would finally be judged for the goodness of their acts + judged by whether they had listened to the
angels of the Lord or to the fallen angels who had rebelled.

They told the Pharisees that their god had promised after the Flood not to destroy the earth again
except once more, and that by fire, so he was waiting until he could not abide its evil any more.

They told the Pharisees that when their god could finally stand no more, he would be born in human
form, as a king who would cleanse the earth of evil.

They told the Pharisees that there would be a great and terrible war, and all the forces of evil would
be on one side, and all the forces of good on the side of the incarnate god, and that the good would
triumph, and the god-king would reign for a thousand years.

10T told you that there was a day that the Jews first heard about angels. After this, angels start appearing in human,
winged form in Bible stories, and they start having names.
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And at the end of the thousand years, there would be a Last Judgment. And all the dead would come
back to life, and rise from their graves, and stand before the throne of the god-king.

And the king would judge them one by one. The god-king would open up a bridge to the sky, and
invite the good to live in joy for eternity in his heaven with the angels.

Then the god-king would set the earth to endless fire the evil would burn in that eternal hell in
torment with the fallen angels ¢ that some might call devils.

3T EUzUwPT ECwbPIl wEI OP1 YI OWUEPEwWUT 1T w/ 1 UUPEOUG

Holy cow, said the Pharisees, looking over their snippets of prophets, psalms, and sayings of
Hashem. It sort of looks like we believe that too!
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dots were there, and Persians had basically helped them draw the lines. Angels. Devils. Heaven. Hell.

Resurrection. A Messiah. A Last Judgment. All there: In the words of the prophets; in the words of the
psalms. How had they been so blind?
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You can just imagine their wonder, their excitement as they raced back to their discussion buddies,
the Sadducees.

We just had the most amazing talk with the Persians! the Pharisees told them.
Oh, yeah? said the Sadducees. Like what?
So the Pharisees went on and on. Angels. Devils. Heaven. Hell. Resurrection. Et cetera.

Hold the phone, said the Sadducees. Where exactly is that bit about the Resurrection?
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ourselves Pharisess from now on, which is a nice Hebrew word meaning separate ones, because we sure
as hell want to be separate from you."
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So the Pharisees and rabbis started spreading this message of Heaven and Hell, Resurrection, the
coming of the Messiah, Angels and Devils to the Jews as they waited for the Great Return.

And it really caught on. It became almost an alternate Judaism.
l'UUwOOEOEaAwWw@UDPUI woOlbl pwi Ob w U fitiwith theBrddtiorall Juzism-of thew 31 EET D
Sadducees.
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They want to destroy our traditional religion!

Are these the same Persians that just rebuilt our Temple so you priests could restart our traditional
religion? the Jews asked.
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this word into English, it became the Sadducees, and every English translation since has used it.
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Just checking, said the Jews.
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now on, said the Pharisees.
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in the first place? Asked the Jews.
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Just wanted to be sure, said the Jews.
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The Persians meanwhile had figured out the structure of the client state they wanted for the Jews.

The Temple had a Room of Hewn Stone'? where the seventy Chief Priests would meet on special
occasions, such as when they elected a new High Priest. When the Babylonians destroyed the Temple,

the Room of Hewn Stone was one of the few structures left standing. Perhaps the Persians regarded this
as an omen.

The Persians told the Jews to select from their ranks a Council of Seventy Elders. The Council of
Elders would elect a High Priest. The Council could choose whoever it wished.

Of course by Jewish Law, the High Priest had to be of the Levite tribe, and he would have had the
specific religious duties laid out in the Law. The Persians understood that.

But the Persians decreed that the High Priest would also be the temporal authority for the Jews,

establishing the civil law for Jerusalem and the client-state of Israel. The High Priest would report to a

Persian governor, who then OB T T OwY1l OOwUT 1 w' T T w/ UPI UUZ UwUIl Ox OUEOQWEEUD
The only powers the Persians reserved to their governor were the two biggies: capital punishment

and taxation. Pay attention to that, because that will start to be a big deal over the next few years: capital

punishment and taxation.

The Persians concluded (correctly) that the Jews would divide the council pretty evenly between
Pharisees and Sadducees, and that the Council would need to find a leader who would work with both
groups and keep compromises going. That if either side got too upset, that Council would get voted out
in classic parliamentary fashion. And if things got too far out of hand, the Persian governor could put on
the brakes.
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So the Exile is about to end.

[a=)
uj
O
S

>

The Jews are about to troop back to Jerusalem and the Persians are going to wave bye-bye and sit
back and collect the revenue.

Do you think that Persians were pretty smart cookies? I do.
They had conquered the Babylonians, and basically taken over everything Babylon had.

They had won the hearts and minds of the Sadducees by restoring the Temple and returning the
Holy Vessels.

They had won the hearts and minds of the Pharisees by convincing them they were kindred spirits.

12 See Night 4, footnote 5
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They had won the hearts and minds of the rest of the Jews by sending them back to their restored city
and Temple, and giving them the authority to choose their own leadership within a traditional
framework.

Nice going, Persians.
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The Jews had come to Babylon broken-hearted and empty-handed, with their Temple destroyed,
their city in ruins, and their religion effectively wiped out.

Today the Jews return from that Exile with:

A new alphabet

A highly literate population

Multiple identical copies of the Torah, now canonical

A rededicated and trained (at least, book-trained) priesthood

A new class of persons (scribes) familiar with Jewish Law

A new class of persons (rabbis) concerned with morality in daily life
A newly rebuilt Temple

A newly rebuilt capital city

A newly established temporal and religious authority based on parliamentary elections (the Council
of Elders)

New religious concepts®® that are going to dominate all future Jewish thinking: Angels. Devils.
Heaven. Hell. Resurrection. A Messiah. A Last Judgement.

Not bad for eighty years of exile that everyone thought were going to be simply eighty years of hell.

13 T want to be perfectly clear here that I am not saying that these concepts were simply taken or absorbed or
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legitimate to suggest that they were revealed within existing Jewish thinking as a result of being seen in the light of

Zorastrianism. And there are two ways even of understanding that hypothesis: that those concepts may have been

widely promulgated in an oral tradition, but never written down, or that they had been written, but lost, or

forgotten or not included in canonical texts collected previous to the Exile, but after contact with the Persians who

shared similar notions, those expressions may have seemed more worthy of publication.




Night Six
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Our seven-day week. Weekends. Why wine is sort of hip and sophisticated, but beer or whiskey is

kind of slutty or derelicty. Why practically | YI Ua wOEOwOa wET | wPUWEPUEUOEDUI ES w6 T :

I should really make a list. You should really make a list.
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you know that they started 2500 years ago?

I love knowing stuff like that. Even if there had never been a Great Miracle, it would fun to hear this
Story, just so you could know stuff like that.

But the fact is, a Great Miracle Happened There. And the story of that Great Miracle gets closer with
each candle we light. There are only two more candles to go. I can hardly wait.
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Tonight Night Six 475-175 BCE

Tommorow Night Seven 175-165 BCE

Final Night Night Eight 165 BCE {
the Great Miracle

300DT T Uz Uwb OUUE GbHrénllytnbhazingcKaingdd. 1 astnigldd @&talked about changes in
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about the way world was changing all around them. And was it ever changing
999
But first things first:

The Jews left Babylon and returned to Jerusalem.
Some of them, that is; not all of them. Not by a long shot.

The strange thing is, how few of the Jews actually returned. You can never be sure of numbers in the
Bible. But only about a tenth of the Jews who might have returned actually came back to Jerusalem.
Maybe that was five thousand, maybe it was fifty thousand. Anyway, it was a lot fewer than all the Jews
living there.

After living in Babylon for eighty years, people thought of themselves as Babylonian Jews or Persian
Jews or something, not as Israelites. They had farms. They had families there and friends. None of them
had ever lived in Israel.

Those that made the trek came back to a not so wonderful, patched together version of what once
had been a pretty nice city. At the top of Mount Zion was a patched up version of what once had been a
pretty awesome Temple.

The Persians, who were pretty smart cookies, appointed a Jew to be the governor of the client state of
Israel: Nehemiah. Even the Jews must have thought he did an OK job; he got his own Book in the Old
Testament.
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Nehemiah, and Ezra, a Levite Priest and a scribe, accompanied by thenew 3 1 Ox Ol z Uwi PUUOw' BT 1
a fellow named Joshua, then dedicated the rebuilt Temple.

Nehemiah asked everybody in Jerusalem to gather in the Courtyard. The crowd, from all accounts,
PEUOz OwUT ECWEDT 8w

Then Ezra read the whole of the Law aloud, pausing from time to time, to make sure everyone
understood. It took all afternoon.!

When it was done, everybody went home.

9949
But the blue flame of Shekinah did not fall from the sky and walk through the courtyard into the
Tabernacle.
9949
When Yom Kippur rolled around, U1 1 w' BT T w/ UDT UOwWE D E Oz U wkikgYhe Settd wbp OUU & u
Hidden Name of the Lord correctly. Remember last night, when I asked, rhetorically, whether anyone
even remembered it? Turns out, nobody did. The Name had been forgotten.
ACEWPUWEEO]I wUPOI wi OUwWUT T w' BT T w/ Wb w Vs UoQupio O AJ TuudH B L
to sprinkle. No righteous man had yet come to recover it, I guess.
So on that Yom Kippur and every Yom Kippur to follow, the High Priest just stood in the Tabernacle,
next to the place where the Ark would have been, and spriO 001 EwUOT I wi OEUZ UWEOOOE wOOwUI
The Ark was gone.
(WEOOZUwWPEOUWUOWUxOPOwWwadbUUwl YT OPOT OWEUUwWOOwWOO!T whEUWI
Not then. Not ever again.?
9949
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Oh, why hold back? The winter rain drizzles on the courtyard. Your hair drips and your clothes are

damp and chilly and they cling to your skin. What little sunlight that manages to sneak past the dreary
heavy clouds only washes the color out of everything.

So what do you think, Exiled Jews, standing in the cold rain? Are you glad to be back?

999
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quite different: The courtyard will be filled almost to bursting with beautiful well-dressed people, the
altar will be roaring with flame, the Tabernacle will faced with gorgeous white marble and decked out
PDOT wi OOESGwW3T 1T w3l OxO01 wPhDOOwWET wOOUI wel EVUUDI UOWEOEwWOOUI u
It might confuse you that no one in the Temple is speaking Hebrew; that everyone is speaking Greek.
It might surprise you how gloriously rich everyone looks, even the Temple priests.

And when you walk through Jerusalem, you scarcely know what to make of it. Along with being a
great spiritual center, it has become, in three hundred years, one of the most important financial centers

T wOOUwWoOl wiOT T w)l PPUT woOl Qwki OQwi EEO7Z UWET 1 OwE E JelidniviesuFEZr® E wUUE a1 |
El EOEUI EwUT ECWEOOwWUT OUT wOEUUPET T Uwbki Ul wOUOODI by thep erild wUT O0wU
leave as well. Or, as Ezra pointed out, stay, and pick a nice Jewish girl from the new arrivals. Most chose option two.

That Ezra was a piece of work.

26 Y1 OwOT OUT T w(zOwOOUWUUUT wbUOwi POU0WT 1 Ul O wwonddrful giant Btédussoll Uw 0T DU w
the cherubim in the Tabernacle were gone too, never to return. The newly strict Pharisees and Sadducees agreed

that they just did not belong.
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on earth. All the trappings of wealth: huge, rich houses, vast estates, fabulous shops, all the rest, things
Aa0UwoOPT T 0wl RxT E0wOOwWUI T wbOw U7 1 OUwOUw Ol REGEDEwWOUw OUE
A lot of things will have changed since the day the duck-taped rebuilt Temple was rededicated.
999
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agricultural lives, most of them. They formed ad hoc tribes again, ad hoc alliances. A lot of farmland had
been owned by Jews that got taken to Babylon, so who owned that land now? Anybody who grabbed it,
essentially. So families started trying to stake out property for themselves, and there really was no one to

stop them. You can imagine that scene. There was no government. The tribal leaders were long gone.
Things could get pretty brutal.

The Jews used to have to stay close enough to Jerusalem to get back to the Temple three times a year.
Well, the Temple was gone, no what was holding them back now?

With so much uncertainty, a lot of Jews just headed for the seaports. Jews spread out in every
direction. They called this movement the Diaspora, the Dispersal, and it became a great big deal in the
years to come.

999

What happened to these Jews, the Diaspora? Though they were very different, they appear to have
had a lot in common.

Even though they settled in different countries and different communities, even though they took up
a variety of jobs and trades, they rarely adopted the local religions or joined freely into the community.
They typically lived in enclaves with other Jews. They still circumcised their sons, and got drunk for
Passover.3 1 1 awOl x OwUx1 EODOT w' 1 EUI PwEOOOT wlT Itdderk. ONat, yOWE OE wU T
the way, is an important fact.)
AndheUl ZUWEOwWPOUIT UT UUDOT wbUI OOwWwO! 6UPOOTI EwbOwWwOOUT wUT EQuw
settled found the Jewish women uber-attractived w ( Uz Uose Gvdreh watkl off pheromones or
something:3 1 1 Ul zUwEwUT EOQw/ 1 60T OUUI w+d obthelexpatfie@SEvoDdnhaBut0 Ow U1 1 wE
the Jewish women would not anything to do with those men unless they got themselves circumcised. If
the menfolk did that, however, the women would take them as husbands and give them hot sex, and the
men would be accepted into the expat Jewish community. Those were among the first converts to
Judaism.

Along with the sort of typical trades you might expect, a lot of Jews took up mercenary soldiering.
371 1 az E wiréliatibnGoun Eerce fighting, and a lot of armies hired them on; forming scary, elite
units of Jewish mercenaries, the Inglorious Basterds of their day. I swear this is true.

So within a few years after the destruction of Jerusalem, all over the world there were communities of
Jews. And remember, you were a Jew because of blood, because you were part of a family. All the Jews
were cousins. Judaism P E U Oz U wEOwlO UQBiERG @ Uwb U wb Eitvdgabiethtidx Oa wEwUil OB B
999

So if you were to imagine a sort of Old Testament Professor Xavier with a sort of Old Testament
Cerebro that could track every Old Testament Jew on the planet: E1 | OUI wUOT T w$RDODOI OwlT 1 Ul 7
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million little Jewish lights, and all of them would be in a little area about the size of Rhode Island, and
most of them would be in Jerusalem.

Eighty years later, after the Return, Professor X would see roughly the same number of lights, but not
so localized any more. Now UT 1 az EwEIT wUEE U U1l Wil EwBQidlaug®Fing podkéts all
over Greece and Macedonia, and all along the sea coast of the Mediterranean, and lots along the
Euphrates in Babylon (what we now call Iraq), and some in Antioch, and quite a few in Persia (Iran), and
a little bunch in Jerusalem, and scattered like sparkles over the territory that used be so full, Israel, and
down into Egypt and North Africa.

g9d¢d
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And they wanted to share some of the glorious new learning that they developed: the new Hebrew
alphabet, the written Torah. And the Pharisees, in particular, were anxious to spread their vision of the
moral application of the Law in daily life.

The Pharisees did not much like the Sadducees. They even had a catch phrase: A learned momzer*
has more value than an ignorant High Priest. They wanted all Jews to be learned. They set themselves
up as rabbis ¢ a term which has come to be translated as teachers + and many became missionaries to the
scattered Jewish communities.

So over the course of a few years, many of these communities had rabbis. The rabbis brought with
them copies of the Torah, in the new Hebrew script. They taught the Jews how to read.

While they were at it, the rabbis taught them their cool new interpretations about how to live

EEEOUEDOT wUOOw' EUT | Oz OEOERQOEDVI GODWUDHQWLE BT Ox Ol Owpki DE

Jews were too far away to do. These expat Jews were kind of feeling themselves in a bind: they really

PEOUI EWUOWET wOOw' EUT T Oz Uwil OOEWUPET wepUl Ol OET himg), 1T whki OO

there was no honking way they were getting to the Temple to sacrifice a dove, and here was this rabbi
making them read aloud every damned little misdemeanor that they could screw up. So they worked
like hell to keep things the way the rabbi said to keep them, and if that meant no cheeseburgers, so the
hell be it.

g9¢d

Now the Pharisees, as I have said a gazillion times, were big on prophecy, and this was the golden
age of Prophecy. In fact, there was a kind of Prophecy of the Month club. The Pharisees were regularly
sending out these Latest and Greatest Prophecies from Ezekiel and Zepheniah and Hezekiah, and a lot
of other prophets who never made it into the Bible, prophecies full of Angels and Resurrections and Last
Judgments, and all the other cool stuff the Pharisees had picked up in Babylon, to all the Pharisee rabbis
at all the outposts all over the world.

Of course these Prophecies were scary as shit: the world was going to go kerblooey in a minute or so,
etc. So the Jews at Antioch, or Alexandria, or wherever, would read the prophecy, have a heart attack,
and then beg the rabbi to please send back with the messenger a few shekels to those wonderful,
thoughtful Pharisees who had sent the prophecy, and oh by the way, a few extra shekels for the priests

( OEwbPEUOZz OwOOOT wiel i OUTl wlOT T w2EEEUET 1 VWET 1T EROqu&® wx BT 1

for Love Offerings: The Altar could really use a nice polishing: only 500 shekels. Wez O O uplutYalniCe
plaque with your name on the base. And so on.

4 Momzers were Jews who could not enter the Temple. Momzerhood started with a Jew of born of an incestuous or

aE

an adulterous union, or to be more precise, if the father could not be proven U OWE T wp OOEOz UwUx OUUIT 8 w- 60U
OUO0wOi whpi EOOEOODPUWPEVUWNUUUUwWI POT wWwOOWET WEWEEUUEUES w, 604l Ul OOE

momzers for the next ten generations. Momzers could only marry other momzers, or non-Jews.
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said that the Exile planted the seeds of modern Judaism, you may not have realized how broadly that
statement applied.)
Of course the Pharisees went along: they wanted a nicer Temple as much as the Sadducees did.
, EAET w0l 1 awO0i OUT T OwOIl Tl w+EPwUI gUPUI EWEWEDI 1 1yWtheOUwOI YI O
importance of the Temple.
And the Sadducees needed the goodwill of the Pharisees to maintain the continuity of the High
Priesthood; the Persians had seen to that. So they had set aside offices in the Temple for the Scribes, and
set aside special colonnades along the Temple walls where the Pharisees could sit in the shadow of the
Tabernacle and discuss with anyone who wanted the finer points of the Law.
3T 1T w/ TEUPUIT UwOPOl EwUl EVUOWEOEwWUT 1 awEPEOZ UwbPEOUWUOwWOI U
999
But perhaps you were very observant? Did you just notice something? Something rather important?

That messages were going back and forth from the Temple to the expat Jewish communities? And
money?

The expat Jews certainly did. Those expat Jews were sharp.

999
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his rabbi one day, could you ask Benjamin the Scribe to pass along this note along -- to my expat cousin

999
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Of course Benjamin the Scribe would be happy to do that. And soon, in Jerusalem, the Pharisee

scribes and messengers were coming and going with notes to all the expat Jewish communities on a
regular basis, along with the usual prophecies and news from the Temple.

It had been so simple to start adding message delivery to the mix. A central sorting station at the
Temple, that was all it took. Shake the incoming bag of messages on the table. Sort them into the
outgoing message bags. For a small fee. Done.

999
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few shekels to her cousin Elizabeth in Alexandria. But that gets dicey. Carrying cash money gets very
dicey. So the rabbi, hearing this request, would say no. Forcing Sarah to weep. Which is never pleasant.

to the rabbi and a long heart-to-heart. Then he told Sarah he was going to Jerusalem.

When he got to Jerusalem, Uriah met with one of the Pharisees, and offered this plan. Uriah would
give the Pharisee some money, say a hundred shekels. The Pharisee would keep fifty, and give the other
fifty to the rabbi in Alexandria.

When Sarah wanted to send money to her sister in Alexandria, the Antioch rabbi would send along a
note to the Alexandria rabbi, who would release some shekels to the sister. If funds ran low, the
Alexandria rabbi could always ask the Pharisee to cover for some of the remaining fifty, and the Pharisee
would provide it.

The Pharisee thought about this, and it all seemed pretty reasonable.
But then Uriah added a few twists.
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Now suppose somebody in Alexandria wanted to send some shekels to Antioch, said Uriah. Okay,
said the Pharisee. Tell the Rabbi to collect the money, and have him send a note. I, Uriah, will cover the
amount in Antioch. And there will be money with the rabbi in Alexandria the next time Sara wishes to
send money to her sister.

What? Said the Pharisee. For suddenly, he got the idea.

B3TEUzZUwUPT T OUOwW4UPET WUEPESwW3T PUwbPEaAaOwWDPOUUI EEwOl wUil OED
some point, when we want, we take our notes to the Temple and settle up.

61 EQwadUz Ul wEIl UEUD E b Obrilliant) dordptuiat hhswevdr BebhBddh HefOreu Brld w E w
few centuries however, it will become very popular, and D 0w bP D OOwWl EYI WEWOEOTHe w( Uwp D
Modern Bankiing System.?

Is that so? said Uriah.

81 UOWUEPEwWUT T w/ T EUPUT T w( QwlT 1T wdl ESGUPOT Ow( zOwdi I wUOw
tell him the whole thing was my idea.

999

You see, money is a pain in the ass. Particularly in those days, when money meant metal. Money
back then was heavy. Money was hard to carry and easy to steal.

@TTUIl wpkpl Ul wOUT T UwxUOEOI OUwbDHUI Eo®O S thing) it wds Baledl tau P 1 7 OO w
guarantee its value. Gold and silver were easy to adulterate and coins were easy to counterfeit. Another
UPOx Ol wUOUPEOWPEUWEODxxDOT 6wUEOTI wEwl OOEwWOUwWUDPOYI UWEODO
the ground an actual Mogul coin that should have been as big as a quarter; what I dug up was the size of
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Those messengers returning from Antioch or Athens to the Temple would clearly be carrying Love
Gifts for the Temple, and every brigand on the route would know it. They would be sitting ducks. And
bril EOEUwPOUOEOQOZzZ UWEEUT wbi wlOT T awl EEw0OwWOPOOwWUT T wxOOUwOI Ul
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But if funds were going both ways ¢ both to and from the Temple, then the amounts and distances
being carried would be much less and that reduced the potential for death, or worse.®

In fact, if you could convince someone to accept a note of guarantee in payment t another Jew,
x1 UTExUOwbhi OWEPEOZz UwOlIl 1 E w Yéulntghtdb abld € wrindded Andd) Withéub wE P Ea w
moving any actual cash at all!

But this concept -- moving money with notes of guarantee ¢ by checks, so to speak ¢+ only works if
there is a whole network of trust. The Temple, and the priests and rabbis, and the families of the Jewish
Diaspora provided that network of trust.

And believe me, sending a check sure beats moving big bagsful of heavy coins.

This was an idea that had legs.

5 In around 2000 more years, to be exact, in England in the 1560s.

¢If, for example in Antioch, someone was to receive 50 shekels via a temple transfer, and other Jews in Antioch were
sending donations to the temple of 30 and 20 shekels, then the shekels could be moved around within Antioch,
without going back and forth from Jerusalem.
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So the Temple had a kind of a Post Office, and a kind of Central Bank.

At this early point in their development, these were just nice little family conveniences for keeping
the Jews connected, and for keeping lines of communication and finances open between the Jews.

But Jews doing a little business in different parts of the world found it much easier than other, non-
related people in different parts of the world were finding the same sorts of tasks.

If you were some guy in Alexandria, you might never know that some guy in Antioch had exactly
the sort of lace that would be a big hit with Alexandrian widows. Even if you did, how would you
manage to find a way communicate ¢ let alone to pay that guy?

But the Jews, with a central messaging system, and a central banking system, had those methods.
61 EQwOT T w) 1 pUwEWHatAgbbHy hal Wet ¢ Gvastath édsyiway move goods from Antioch
to Alexandria.

If the goods were little, like a few pieces of lace, the Jews could probably use the Temple Post Office.
Nobody else could do that.

But: Really: who cares about a little lace? What if they wanted to move something important,
UOOI Ul DOT wEDT OwOP Ol WEWUOOWOT wpT 1T EVOWOUWUOOT wEaxUI UUwOUC
in the ass. There were still so many different borders and laws, and dangerous passages full of murders
and highwaymen and corrupt border guards. And everyone spoke different languages at every point
along the way. Yikes.

But over the next few decades, all of that was going to change, and all the world was going to
change. And when it did, Jerusalem was going to become the center of the World.
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What made it all change was Alexander the Great.” I do so love Alexander. He wanted to change the
world, and he totally did it, and he had a terrific time, and then he died. When guys like me first heard
our therapists tell us we were OEUEDUUDUUUOWEOEwWPI wUI xODI EOw Ol wUl EOOa
therapists stumbled around for answers and then finally gave the example of Alexander the Great, we
DPOUUEOUOGaw&OUw( U6w OEwUT T OQwUT T wll 1 UEx B Uatldd AlbxéenHE OUE U1 E wE
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Alexander been trained by Aristotle himself, and he so loved the brilliance of the Greek thought, and
Greek governance, and Greek language, and Greek culture, and Greek art, and Greek everything; and
when he looked in the mirror, he recognized that nobody else in the world was smarter than him, or
prettier, or braver; so one day he just decided that he was going make the whole world Greek, and be
I YIUAOOl zUw! 1 OOYI Ew* pOT 6w
It took Alexander a little less than ten years to conquer the entire civilized world, from Greece and
Serbia and all those eastern bloc countries all the way across the middle east and Asia Minor to Pakistan
and Afghanistan and down into India, and down through the Middle East, completely conquering
Persia and Babylon (and of course Israel and Jerusalem) and Egypt, and a lot of North Africa.

Not a bad decade. Nice going, Alexander.

army was the Alexander the Great Government in a Boxa-. The Neocons got this bright idea from
Ol REOGET UWwEOGEwWUUDPI EwPUwpPi 1 OwlOi 1 awbOYEEI EW2EEEEEOQOz Uw( UE

7 With this passage, we step out of the Tanakh -- traditional Old Testament. The outline for the rest of my Story
EOOI Uwi UOOwWOT T w! OO0V wOi wli 1 w, EEEEET | Uwi OUOEwWPOwUI 1 w xOEUOXIT a
begins with the history Alexander the Great and the division of his kingdom following his death.
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Alexander killed or exiled the government officials of the conquered land, and replaced them with a
government smart, benevolent, highly-trained Greeks. The new government only spoke Greek: if you
wanted to get something done, you had ask them politely in Greek, so pretty soon, everybody in the
conquered country was learning how to speak Greek As A Second Language.

Ol REOEIT Uz Uw Ol b O dased Gdvdirimen®| weener debhbctatfd, mostly, which were a

refreshing change from the nasty autocracies they replaced, so the coO@U1 Ul EwWEOUOUUDI UWEDE
being conquered. Alexander was Their Hero. A lot their young men signed up to join his army for his
Next Big Battle, as he always won and he rewarded his soldiers well. But to join, you had to learn Greek,
dress Greek t eventually think Greek.

This started to happen in Judea®. The High Priest stayed the Same, the Council of Elders stayed the

same; but there was a Greek-Ux 1 EODOT wi OYI UOOUOWEOEWE wi OUUUVUawoi wbdBUIT Ui
Israel was no different than any other place that Alexander conquered: an incredibly short amount of

time later, the entire civilized world began to unify around O1 BEOE| Uz CeskcBlthR.OOwOi w

It reminds me so much of modern times when no matter where you go in the world, everybody
speaks some English, everybody wears blue jeans and a Nike tshirt and a Lakers cap with the brim
U0UOI EWEEEOPEUEUSwW3T UOUTT OU0w OI BEOEI Uz Uw$OxbBPI Owbki b
everybody had learned a little Greek, and women started wearing the himation and peplos, and sewing
up their hair in braids, and men began to wear short skirts and to shave.

9949

So almost overnight, Alexander changed a fractured multinational, multilingual, multicultural world,
into a (diverse, but) unified world. With one government, one official language, one default culture.

Suddenly the complexity of transporting a ton of wheat from Antioch to Alexandria became possible.

All the paperwork: the orders, the invoices, the bills, the content declarations, the bills of lading, all
the bureaucratic hocus-pocus that existed three thousand years ago, maybe even worse than today, now
needed to be done once, not dozens of times, and in Greek only, not in dozens of languages.

Now the road and seas were (relatively) safe, and there was only one guardszcommand to bribe for
safe passage, not dozens along the way.

Trade over long distances had just become much simpler, thank to Alexander. But knowing what to
trade ¢ and paying for that trade ¢ was still a pain in the ass.

Unless, of course, you happened to be an expat Jew.

999
Alexander may have unified the world, but he had not established anything remotely like the
amazing communications and financial network that the Jews had in place. There was nothing
comparable to that network. And in fact, there was probably no way anything would ever be remotely
comparable.

Temple network. They wanted in.

When they explored it with the expat Jews, they could not believe their luck.

8OUwWUI 1 OWEEUT wbp E thérzdbhard inddeta@radd inwtéhiing. @hey also stole messages
between merchants. Knowledge is more than power. Knowledge is money. Communications between
tradesmen could be quite valuable: getting hold of a merchants frantic order for a purchase for wheat,

sending the order to a different supplier, and the wheat to a different merchant ¢ well, there was money
OOwE!l wOEEI OWEOEwWPUwWPEUWEDPUT OO01 UOUWOEAE]Il OWEUUOwWPUwWwPEUOz Uu
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But the communications to and from the Temple were written in Hebrew. And no one wrote or read
Hebrew but the Jews. If one of those messages went astray, it was a pain in the ass, but no long-term
harm was done.

Same with promissory notes, or notes of guarantee. Easy to forge a note of guarantee in Greek or
Persian maybe. Not so with Hebrew: only Jews could write it, none but Jews could read it.

So the Temple-based, Hebrew-only network of the Jews had a character similar to the encrypted
internet communications that make Amazon and other e-commerce websites possible: Trusted
EOOOUOPEEUDPOOUWUT EVUWEEOz Owl EUPOCawE] wEl EBxT 1 Ul EwOUwWODUUL
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The merchants were glad to ante up to do this. There was Big Money to be made, and making a
generous Love Gift to the Temple was simply the Price of Entry, and not such a steep one, really.

g g g
The increase in the volume of trade in Alexanderz Uw Ol POa wUODPI Pl EwPOUOEOQWEOQE wUT 1

embraced the internet in modern times.
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heaven. Jews were those people you wanted to have over to lunch, even though you had no idea what

you could serve them to eat. The locals started calling the Jewish enclaves synagogues ¢ the Greek word
for assembly ¢ instead of the nastier words they used to use.

Every major trading house wanted its in-house Jew. Jews in major cities could form consulting firms,
and hire out their service on as needed basis.

Naturally, since they were writing up secret messages and moving secret funds, they were privy to
all sorts of tantalizing information, and they might, even without breaking or even stretching
confidences, find ways to utilize some of that information to enrich themselves and others; other
merchants and other Jews.

Of course, thanks to the Pharisees and the rabbis, all the Jews had learned to read and write Hebrew,
and they could write to one another anywhere in the world. But the Jews in Babylon spoke Babylonian at
home, the Jews in Alexandria spoke Egyptian. Now all of them were picking up a little pigeon Greek,
just to get along.
In Jerusalem however, the bright young Jews were learning Greek as fast as they could. Knowing
serviceable Greek and Hebrew was like having a law degree and a Harvard MBA.
Alexander had EOOT WEEEOwi UOOw( OEPEOWOEUUDI EWEWOPET w/ 1 UUPEOW
went to bed early that night, and died.

And the Jews were about to take over his world.

g g g
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deathbed and divided his world between them.
The two divisions that concern us are named for their first rulers, Ptolemy and Seleucis.

Practically all the descendants of the first Ptolemy kept the same name, which is confusing, but nice
and simple. The Ptolemaic Empire, basically was Egypt and North Africa, and the coast of the
Mediterranean, where Gaza, Israel and Lebanon now sit. They also owned Cyprus, and a chunk of
30UOI adw3iT 1 w/ UOOI OPI Uz wEExDUOOwWPEUwW OI REOEUDES

The Seleucids owned pretty much everything else in the Middle East, from Turkey east to
Afghanistan, including Persia and Babylon. The names rulers of the Seleucid Empire typically alternated
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of Lebanon.
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Jerusalem was about to become the richest place on earth.
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The Jews had just begun to discover the Wonders of Banking. There are several wonders. The first
wonder is Reasonable Fees

They would charge a Reasonable Fee for transferring funds, which the merchants would gladly pay:
after all, a slight fee for a guaranteed transfer is way better than the paying no fee and having some
robber take everything. But these fees were presented like a tithe: ten percent, and that seems reasonable.
But ten percent meant: ten percent when the money goes into the Temple, ten percent when it goes out
i UOOwWUT T w3l OxOl Gw( OwdUT T Uwpb OUE UO w fdbtheTéhdple, sihct)in fadd U6 w6 1 DE
nothing would really be changing hands at all in most cases, except a piece of paper with some Hebrew
words.

Next they discovered the magic of Exchange Rates. Although these countries had been conquered by
Alexander, they all had different coins and currencies. The merchant in Antioch had Crescents, the
merchant in Alexandria wanted Talents. How was this to be managed?

The Temple solved the problem by establishing a standard currency, the Temple shekel.® The
established uniform exchange rates between various currencies and Temple shekels. With a Reasonable
Fee for the exchange. On both ends.

Finally, they discovered the Float. Eventually, somebody would actually demand cash payment for
the note of guarantee they had receive. But for the longest time, it would notes changing hands, not
actual cash. As long as people believed the Temple had the cash, the Jews realized, it was practically the
same as having the cash. (This principle, by the way, is exactly the way banks operate today. This is why
George Bailey freaks out when his depositors show up at the savings and loan and start asking for their
OO0l adw' 1 WEOI UOzUwWI EYT wUT T PUwWOOO! a6 Aw UwoOOOT wEUWUT 1 wE
realized, it could be used for other purposes. Like lending to others.

So the Temple began not only to exchange funds, it began to lend funds. When that merchant in
"axUUUwil EVEWEEOUUOWEwWlI Ul EOWETI EOWOOWEWOOEEwWOI wi UEOODOE
Jew might suggest he borrow the money from the Temple. And presto, the deal would happen. For a
Reasonable Fee.

And within a very short time, the Temple expanded its lending from merchants to the royal houses
of the world.

In a few short years, everybody owed money to the Jews.
999
+1 Uz UwU E ek B BOM@uhpplpening there, a lot of change was going on.

That nasty little duck-taped city was The Place to Be. It was Where The Money Was. People who
wanted to be in the Center of the Action started flocking there.

° This actually was a requirement of The Law ¢ everyone entering the Courtyard of the Tabernacle was required to
pay a Shekel for the privilege. At the time the Law was written, lots of countries made coins called shekels, but two
thousand years later, nobody was making them except the Temple, purely for ceremonial purposes, until it became
a bank. The moneychangers that Jesus drove out of the Temple were the men who were selling Temple shekels at
inflated prices to pilgrims who sought entrance.
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You know the kind of people I mean. Well heeled people wearing sincere ties with power-
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Testament equivalent was. People who spoke Greek, who wore fancy Greek clothing, who ate Greek
food, who lived in Greek-style houses, who washed at Greek baths, and had their hair sewn into Greek-
style braids or had shaved Greek-style chins, who begged favors of Greek gods at the Greek temples that
had sprung up around the city, and to show how with it they were, went to those fun Greek-style orgies.
(ZOwUEOODPOT WEEOUUW) I PUB w
How bad was it getting? Jewish men of this era, the second book of Macabbees tells us, were so
embarrassed at the Greek baths about having their circumcised penises hanging out there for all the
world to see, that they were taking steps to restore their foreskins.!0

The city was rich. Temple Street was a kind of Rodeo Drive. Touristas came to the Temple not to be
EPl EOWEUWUT T awl EEwDPOwW20000007 UwE E a ORh&ricktsthbt GheyGaler@ P wUT 1T w U ¥
Rich and Decent Men of Good Character, totally deserving of a Big Fat Loan. A good way to show this
was by making a substantial gift to the Temple, or to sacrifice a few oxen. The Priests would never take a
bribe directly, but theyz EwUE Ol wOT I PUwUIl OUT wUT EVUI wOi wEwi I PwORT O6w) I UL
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The Temple itself, once duck-taped together, now looked great. All those Love Gifts alone would
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jasper. The courtyard of musicians played constantly, and the instruments were the finest money could
buy. The Altar roared with fire, animals were being slaughtered in cartloads, priests carried sacrifices up
the earthen ramps in pairs, rich dark smoke hung heavy over the Courtyard.

The hill behind the Temple was a magnificent community of great walled houses; where the priests
made their homes. To be selected as a chief priest was to be guaranteed a lifetime of wealth and ease.
FOU0w( wUT OUCEwWwxOPOUwWwOUUwWUT E0wUT T w/ UPT U0UwWT EEWOl xOwOT |
idolatry almost overnight, remember. But the new Temple had stayed complete free of idols, completely
true to the Law ever since the Return. The Sadducees had maintained a fierce adherence to the Letter
and the Spirit of the Law so far as the Temple rituals were concerned.
But beneath the Temple, where once had only the tunnels built by King David to provide fresh water,
now there were treasure rooms, and those rooms were filled with gold.
The Pharisees and Sadducees continued to work together in the Council of Elders as the Persians had
defined. They continued to cooperate. Who could argue with success?

9949
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herders kept their flocks, life went on as usual. Every village had its rabbi and its priest. All the village
priests longed of course to go to Jerusalem; otherwise they were content.

The city was rich and paid well for what the villages provided.

V(OQwWEEUTI wadUz Ul wpOOETI UDOT wi Gwswéd Ddevied Kndivid as Eh® Bdhd @ dulagus) kHED E D U1 E w)
resembles a trombone mouthpiece, a heavy piece of brass that fits over the glans of the penis, and gets attached, by

string or adhesive, to whatever bit of foreskin remains. The weight is allowed to hang free, and it tugs on the
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horribly, painfully wrong.. The process takes several months. In the second century, the Jews changed their

circumcision techniques to reduce the amount of residual foreskin, making it harder to restore. A number of

modern devices are available that take similar approaches.
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Three times a year, the Jews made their pilgrimage to the Temple, but now they felt like strangers
there. They felt like bumpkins.

g g9gg
The Ptolemies, as rulers of this land, were not ambitious. They taxed it, but lightly. They were
content. They replaces Ol REOEI Uz Uw&OYI UOOUwPDPUT WEWOEOwWOIT wli
had had a country of their own, the Jews hardly noticed.
The Seleucids, on the other hand, were different than the laid-back Ptolemies. The Seleucids had
ambition.

Israel sat at the edge of The Seleucid border, right there for the taking. And it P O U Otth&lagng before
they decided they would take it.

999

Now the thing was, nobody but nobody wanted a war fought in Israel. Why? Because the Temple
was the Goose that was Laying Golden Eggs. The Temple was Where The Money Came From. The
Temple was how business got done in the wide world. So when the Ptolemies and Seleucids started
puffing their chests and threatening each other, everybody in the whole wide world with any influence
sent word to the kings of these two countries to work things out, to fight things out if they had to, but to
OEOI wi OEEEOwWUUU] wli EOw) 1 UOUEOI OwEDPEOZz Owl 1 Owi OUU

This would be the first of many battles between these countries about the ownership of Israel, and
none of them got fought in Israel.

Anyway, this battle, like most of them, got fought in Gaza, north of Alexandria, and the gentle
Ptolemies totally crushed the much more warlike Selecuids.

g9g
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built a big round tower next the Temple wall, called the Citadel, and put a garrison of soldiers there, just
to show the Seleucids they meant business.

g g g
Life went on.

A couple decades passed, and the Seleucids had another go. Same result.
Another decade, and another attempt.

This time the Seleucids won.

Now Israel was in Seleucid hands.

999

Well, not much changed at first. The Seleucids installed a Seleucid governor. Probably the only
person to pay much attention that was the High Priest, who reported to him. The Governor raised taxes

a little. Then a little more. The Judeans might have expected that. 3T 1 a wi Ox1 EwDUwbp OUOE Oz UwWEI

The Judeans did notice, however, big time, what was going on at that big Citadel tower next to their
Temple. First it had been emptied, as the Ptolemies frantically sent every man they had at the Citadel
down to Gaza to do Battle against the Seleucids. So the Citadel, meanwhile had just sat there, like a
ghost mansion, gathering cobwebs for months, even after the new Seleucid Provincial governor was
installed.

' 00006 Uludaans thought. Maybe the Seleucids are even more laid-back than the Ptolemies. At
first they the idea pleased them. Thenthl a wp i Ul Oz OwUOwUUUI d w

37T 1T awdl 1 E Oz U ulhdsitubtiomrrésdlkédduife ®bviously soon enough.
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The Seleucid Kings had a different view of themselves than the Ptolemies. It was surprising, really ¢
sort of the opposite of what you might expect. The Ptolemies ruled Egypt, where the ancient kings had
UT OUTT Qw071 OUI OYI UwUOOwWET wi OE UBhey3hel that théyGler® Buimbhuahd E Oz Owi O
acted like it. The Seleucids, on the other hand,, totally bought into that b T O O1 kifgdakkuGods? wH.ET E
To the Seleucid kings, since any temple belonged to the gods, and since they believe themselves to be
both gods and kings, any temple sort of de facto belonged 6 w0 OwUT 1 O

Now this particular Seleucid king, called Antiochus, the one who had just beat hell out of the
Ptolemies, was one greedy son of a bitch, and he had made up his mind to start looting the treasuries of
his temples.

He meant to loot a lot of them, of course, but the one he really had his sights set on was the Temple in
Jerusalem.

So he sent a great big mean-ass garrison of troops to the Citadel.

These were not his run-of-the-mill soldiers, not like the ones the Ptolemies had sent when they were
in charge. These were his shock troops, the Seleucid equivalent of the SS. They were the scary, black-
hearted, take-no-prisoners mercenaries that gave little children nightmares: 0T 1 wbp OUOEZz UwEI EEODI |
team -- Spartans and Jews.

The Ptolemy garrison had kept its patrols quiet. The Seleucids marched noisily through Jerusalem if
full shiny armor, spears raised, shields held high, banners flying, stomping hard, knocking things down
if they got in their way, making a big show of intimidating strength.

Who, the JudeanUwp OOET Ul EOQOwPEUwWUT | wUT Opwi OUY w- Ot ERldt w/ UOOIT Of
with their tails between their legs.

No, the Judeans realized: they were the ones meant to be intimidated.

And they were.

9949
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perceived them ¢ seemed ot him to be easy pickings. Those temples might not have been as rich as the
Jerusalem Temple, but a lot of them were pretty rich in Love Offerings. So Antiochus sent a trusted
general around, with an elite squad of soldiers, and a bunch of wagons, and started carting off their
gold.

And after a few successful forays at some of the lesser temples, Antiochus decided to send his man to
Jerusalem to have a go at the Mother of All Temples.
g g g
Things did not go as expected.

The general brought his band of troops and wagons right into the Courtyard. Assuming that the
treasury would be inside, he personally stormed up the steps and into the Tabernacle.

When he entered he saw, clearly, angels. (Lucky for the Jews that they had discovered angels!) First
an angel on an angel horse, who ran him down and knocked him to the ground. Then two very
handsome, well dressed, muscular angels who stood on each side of him and beat hell out of him with
scourges.

Eventually UT 1 wi | fdndam®ig dhd carried him out on a stretcher. The general rounded up his
men, and galloped off empty-handed, straight back to Antioch.

The king, of course, was anxious to meet him,. He expected to get a favorable report and some nice
prize Love Offerings.
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While he wiped the blood from his sword, the general declared that because of OT 1 wOdné z U
actions, the general had been forced to take the throne, and was now the rightful king.

A few days OEUT UOw OUDOET UUz wU OO0 wE GtESeldutispaskedudspaal vitutpa O U wi U1 |
new self-styled king. The general agreed, and the son stabbed him to death with a hidden knife.

The Seleucids rejoiced. Justice had been done.
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poisoned his newly-crowned brother, and declared himself to be the new king.
999
I want you to go over that last section in your mind again, and this time, imagine it by picturing

yourself as someone living in Jerusalem, hearing about those events.

Imagine yourself in a Jerusalem where a garrison specially chosen to be scary is tramping in full
armor, right past your house.

Now what do you make of that story?

61T EOzUwaOUUWEOOI PEI OE| Kidg Anfioehds (theuFeulrtle & ThatINartieRidny
less greedy or less murderous than the rest of his crazy family?

61T EOzUwaObUUwWEOOI PETI OETI wUI EQwUT OUT wi YD Ouild@ade®OT wol UE
obey an order from that crazy New, New King?

You know that Jewish mercenaries are supposed tOWE T wUT I WUEEUDI U0wx1 Ox Ol wOOwl E
Who would send Jews to scare Jews? Yet actually, it is even scarier, even crazier because it is so crazy.

You think about the New, New God-* D OT z U seht Enéhitd lddtahe Temple. How long will it take
before this one gets the same idea?

Jerusalem, you realize, is in deep doodoo.

g9g
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But before we talk about himOw Ol Uz Uwl T OwUx wEOOUI WEOEwWx1 UUOOEOwWPDUT 1
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Antiochus the Fourth. Or as he likes to be called, Antiochus Epiphanes. Antiochus, God on Earth:
Ol E0zUwpkPT EVwWi 1T WEEOOUWI POUI Oi 6
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his own brother, or thinking that there might be global economic consequences if he loots the Temple,

which is the engine of the world economy. No, hi 7z Rinkidg about what happened to that general in the
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between me and the so-called King of the Universe. That god is going DOWN.
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for him to show up.

999
That person in Jerusalem who was thinking about the troublesome recent events in Antioch, the one
coming up with a really brilliant plan was named Jason.! He was the brother of the current High Priest,
Onias.

Now the books of Macabbees present Jason as (take your choice) a villain or a douchebag. And for
the thirty years so I studied this story, I thought of him this way too, bouncing between those two
options.
EOUUwEwal EVWET OOw( wUl EOPA&AT EwUT 1 Ul wPEUWEwWUT PUEWOxUDPOOD
20wl T Ul zUwpkPT EQw( zOwl OB §duwwbh®dJasenCifd unthighGaumhpdBedchranidléw 01 O
xUl Ul O0wi POWEUWEWEOUET T EET wYPOOEDPOBS wW3T 1 Ow(z00wUI OOwl BY
makes any damn difference to you at all.

(Z700wUI! aryaciddttethi You think of what Jason did, the way things finally went down
afterwards was a bigger fucked-up mess than anyone could imagine.

999
So here are the facts. Nobody has any alternate facts to present.
Jason went to Antiochus Epiphanes, the God-King of the Seleucids, with this deal:
1. OUDPOEI UUwUT OUOE wi PUI w) E thOHighPriest thébedd. | UWE OE wWOE Ol w) E |
2. Antiochus should make the client-state of Judea (including Jerusalem) into an independent
Polis, a city-state.
3. The new polis would be named Antioch, in honor of Guess Who.
4. Since it would not be a province, the polis would not be ruled by a provincial governor.
Instead it would be ruled by the High Priest (in other words, by Jason. See Item 1).
5. The High Priest would build a Gymnasium in the Temple courtyard.
The High Priest would have authority to establish taxes and to impose capital punishment.
7. The polis would pay each year as tribute to Antiochus three hundred and sixty talents of

S

pure silver.12
A few points about this deal were a little disturbing to the Jews, according to the Macabbees authors:
First, High Priests had never been forcibly replaced, and never been appointed by a foreign king, so
Y EUOOZ Uwx OEQwWUOWUOEOT wi PUWEUOUT 1 UwlUT PUwbPEawPEUwWUI EOOA wi
Second, the High Priest was establishing himself as the ultimate civil authority. Taxation was never a
"D T w/ UDI UUzdf gike©ditalipunith®dhi adthority. That was really scary.
Third, calling Jerusalem Antioch? Are you fucking kidding me?

Fourth, the Council of Elders was supposed to determine who the High Priest was, not the other way
round.

Fifth, so obviously the five solid silver automobiles a year are coming out of the Temple treasury.
67T EOOwUT I wOUl EV0VaAawPUwOOPw) EUOOZUwxUDPYEUT wxdDT T awEEOOY

11 From here on, practically every Jew found in the Bible, as recorded in those books and the later New Testament
books, will use Greek names. Jason had changed his name, other sources tell us, from his original Hebrew name,
Jesse.

12 A talent was a unit of weight, about sixty pounds. Three hundred and sixty talents was almost twenty-two
thousand x OUOE U8 w3 T EUZ UwUT T wi @U D YizeBolid &luetautanidbiles) owdstadk Ofuhin@iYah wi U OO
silver dollars over eight miles tall ¢ so tall that jetliners would need to swerve to avoid it.
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Sixth: A Gymnasium? In the Temple courtyard? Are you fucking kidding me?
And so on.

g9d¢d

Yes, at first glance, Jason does seem to be in the lead for the Douchebag of the Year award. Actually
on second glance, third glance, and five thousandth glance too.

But I have recently come to see a different, much more positive interpretation. I think Jason was
trying really hard to find a way to return Israel to Jewish control, and was trying to take advantage of
O U b O kduditibg, agotism, and greed to make this happen.

Temple, but if he tried on his own to take out that much silver ¢ evenoncet 1 1 z Ewi EET wE OI
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insurrection throughout his kingdom. He could pay a heavy price, or get as much for free ¢ and establish
a precedent for other temples in the kingdom.

O U b O E otidr: gvelllobviously, Antioch. Flatter, flatter, flatter.
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Modern Greek Ideas while he studied in Athens, just like Alexander had, and Alexander had made a
name for himself by putting his education into action. Jason was helping Antiochus see ways to develop
this self-styled connection with Alexander. Jason sort of guessed that Antiochus wanted to end up being
called Antiochus Epiphanes the Great, and probably had gotten wind that the king was hoping to use
polis development as a way to do it.

Same with the gymnasium suggestion. The whole idea of gymnasiums ¢ the whole healthy mind in a

healthy body thing ¢ was like the uber-& Ul 1 OwDET EO8 w& a O 0 E UBdCFinuse CebitbrOz U w N U U (

They were places of learning as well, where smart Greek philosophers held forth on whatever the hell
smart Greek philosophers were holding forth on in those days. Putting one in the Temple would offer a
Modern, With-It counterpoint to the Old-Fashioned Superstitious Nonsense being practiced by the Jews
a few hundred yards away.

TH OUT wbl Ul wOT T wUPTT O 01 U0wOOwW) EUOOZUWET EOB w3
believed that the time had come for Israel to step up and have its own ruler, with the same authority as
its ancient kings. And he guessed that Antiochus would, in his heart of hearts, want to deal with an
Authority, not an underling.

And Jason, I think, also shared the belief that it was time that the Jews should begin to Branch Out,
and that they would never branch out into the wider world until they began to experience the richness
and variety of Greek thought. Maybe some of the City Jews had already begun to do this, but the Jews in
the country were still quite backward, held down by the strict fundamentalism of their rabbis. Yet three
times a year, at the Temple, those Jews too would now have a chance to come into contact with Greek
culture at the gymnasium.

Last of all, Jason believed, I think, that a High Priest governing Jerusalem would be able to assert
command over a largely Jewish Seleucid garrison, should the need arise to countermand one of
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Antiochus and the soldiers in Jerusalem.
Even if it cost a stack of silver dollars eight miles high, that would be worth it.

999

And so Jason and Antiochus shook hands or fist-bumped or whatever the hell guys like that did, and
the deal was struck.
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Night Seven
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remember our forefathers, and their roller-coaster relationship with their god. This time that our
forebears, who had lived through horror and wonder twenty-two hundred years ago, set for aside for
themselves and the generations to come together, and light lights with their family and friends, and
remember the Great Miracle every year forever.

(zOwl OEEwUT E U warDidyruYiseew Bién¥sbl hank ywod forthe honor of sharing this time
with you.
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a drink. Some of was will be lucky enough to get one.
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Oh, Jason, what a glorious fool you were. You thought you were dealing with a megalomaniac. How
could you know that you were dealing with Evil incarnate?
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face when you told him to strip off all his clothes, and then you picked them up and put them on.!

And the look on the faces of the seventy members of the Council of Elders in the Room of Hewn

Stone, when you told them to pack up and go home, and marched in a whole new, hand-picked Council,
and not a priest or Pharisee in the lot.

And the faces of the Chief Priests when you told them you were knocking down the back wall of the
Temple and building a gymnasium there.

And the faces of the Keepers of the Temple Treasury when you told them to rustle up three hundred
talents of pure silver for delivi Ua wOOwUT 1 w* DOT zUw/ EOEE]I Ow OUDPOET 6w
And the faces of the People of Jerusalem, when they heard your decree that henceforth and forever

the city would be called Antioch.
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Handy to have command of that nasty, scary garrison to maintain order when the looting started. You
made it clear pretty quick who was boss.

Days passed, weeks, months. Slowly people got used to you. You did your job. You wore the robes,
sprinkled the blood, waved your arms at the appropriate times. Nodded solemnly at the concerns of the

Sadducees and Pharisees and scribes, but youEDE Oz UWwOE Ol wEOa wUUEE]I OWEDPUUUUEDOT w

People expected you to jail or exile your brother, Onias, the former High Priest, but you mercifully
allowed him to retire quietly to the country. That won you some good will.

Eventually the dust settled. Eventually people realized the upside of the downside. You were in
charge. You, a Jew, a High Priest, ruled Judea.

It was almost the same as when Israel had a King. Instead of Israel, Antioch; instead of a King, a High
Priest. But almost the same. Pretty darn close actually.

Jerusalem began to admire you.

Go ahead and get puffed up, Jason. You like Greek, right? Look up hubris.

! The new High Priest got installed by wearing the ceremonial clothing of the former High Priest in the Tabernacle
i OUWEwWl UOOWEEaAawEOEwWODT T U8 w( OWEEUT wadUz Yl wi OUT 6001 OWwEEOUUOwWOUT |
of describing it in the middle of Night Two.
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Actually after the dust settled, things went along fairly well, maybe better than anyone expected for
the next three or four years.

It got a lot tougher for Country Jews, however.) EUOOz UwOIl pw" OUOEDPOwWOIl w$ OEI UUwhk

Jews, merchants mostly, and all of them, oddly enough, agreed that taxes had to be reduced for the
suffering merchants of Jerusalem, but should be raised for the privileged farmers and herders of the
countryside, who were basically freeloading off the wealth of the city. Without the benefit of all the
Ol UET EOUUz wi EUEwWPOUOOWET Ul UwEOGOOwWPT T Ul whOUOEWUT
Time for those freeloaders to pay their fair share ¢ which share turned out to be two or three times the
share paid by the merchants.

When the Gymnasium was complete, Antiochus visited Jerusalem ¢ er, that is, Antioch. Jason
rounded up everybody, and I mean everybody, and showed him a good time. The royal full treatment:
parades, golden crowns, honors, the works. Antiochus clapped Jason on the back and said they were
BFFs, so pleased with his bright idea of creating a polis that he went home with a big grin on his face
and started thinking about making a whole bunch more throughout his kingdom.

Yes everything was going well for Jason. Until a bright young boy named Menelaus took a look at
) E U @laygbdbk and asked to have a chat with Antiochus himself.

9 99
Menelaus went to Antiochus Epiphanes, the God-King of the Seleucids with deal quite similar to
) EUOOzUOwWOO0awli 6UUIT U
1. Antiochus should fire Jason and make Menelaus the High Priest instead.

2. Menelaus would pay triple the current tribute to Antiochus: one thousand and eighty talents
of silver every year.?

OUIT wEOI
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Jason was too smart to PEDUWEUOUOEG w UwUOOOwi 1 ZEWEUOxx1T Ewl DUw' BT

ran for the hills.

One thousand and eighty talents is a boatload of silver. Frankly just about all the 31 Ox Ol z4GtwE E U1

pretty much cleaned out the Treasury. When the Jews saw cartload after cartload of silver, their silver,
driving down Temple Street, driving off to Antiochus, there were riots. Standard, modern-day style
riots, complete with looting. It took a lot of broken bones and few spears through the heart before things
calmed down.

Menelaus was not well liked.

999
Up until that time, things had been going pretty well: the Gymnasium at the rear of the Temple was
a great big hit. People were flocking to the Gymnasium every day, making it a regular part of their daily
routine. Warm Greek baths beat cold ritual mikvahs any day. Foreskin stretching became more and
more popular.

Nobody was bothering to stand around to watch the boring sacrifices any more. The Gymnasium
was so much more fun than watching dead burning animals. The calisthenics and competitions were so
enjoyable that even the Temple priests joined in. In fact, sometimes the Temple proceedings had to halt
until they could round up enough priests to come back from their games at the Gymnasium.

2 Almost sixty-five thousand pounds. More than sixteen automobiles, or a stack of American silver dollars twenty-
eight miles tall. The Space Shuttle would need to swerve around that stack. Even geostationary communication
UEUI O6PUI UwEOGOz Owi Sawli EVwT BT T 8

EIGHT NIGHTS 111



999

A year passed, and the second tribute of nine hundred talents came due. The Temple Treasury just
E b E Oz U unbtinYdshuabléah w

When ( Zz Y1 wET 1 OwUx1 EODOT w i zuvd T ul ek Adp@dikosy lofiiit dddh, BHatlid) eheu
coins involved in its banking. But it held more wealth than that: Over many years, the Temple had
10001 Ow+OY!l w&dI VU0wOI wi Ul EOwYEOUT wUOT EQwpkI Ul Oz OwbOwEODOO
Philistines, for example, and more typical items of value, like golden chains, or necklaces or crowns, that
sort of thing. I call them Love Gifts because those are the sorts of things that people gave out of a sense
of gratitude or affection, things that mattered to them, gifts from the heart.

The Temple had a lot of these sorts of things, and they really EDE Oz OwOOOPwhkpl EUwWUOT 1 wi 1 OC
them away. If push came to shove, the Keepers of the Treasury reasoned, they could always sell them.
But until that time came, they had rooms full of beautiful, valuable, but not very liquid objects.

Well, on the day the second nine hundred talent installment came, push had definitely come to
shove. Menelaus ransacked the Love Gifts.

Naturally this did not go over well with some of the Temple priests. It was one thing to take the
banking profits: afterall mEa ET wUT I w31 O »ver baidvolded & Badkirg at all. But those gifts
Ol woOOY!I Owl DYl QOwWEawlOT 1T wi EPUT T UOwWU O wBelsdcsbnet* OUEY w21 OUOE Oz (

Those troubled priests got word to Onias, the first deposed High Priest, who was living in a nearby
OOpPO8w. OPEUWEPEOzZOwWwOPOl wPUBdw' 1 wWUEET EwUOwW) 1 UGKHE Ol OwEODE
confronted Menelaus.

. Ol woOl w, 1 01 OE 8 tHesimPlesGespomsé whtld kill Onias.
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Well, that was kind of rude. And it was the kind of act that makes the ugliness of the situation all too
OEYPOUUBwW(UzUwODPO! whbT 1 OwUT T wUl EOCT EOQwUT | UDtrylingtogdd UOwUT 1 B
to school, or when the whole world sees the pictures of prisoners wearing panties on their heads at Abu
Grahib. Sudddenly the ugliness is just too obvious, and nobody feels good anymore.

8 OUWEEOZ UwNUUUwWOB OO wEAupalEdll brujdrddaiein Manulaud fel Q& leittove. O E § w
Antiochus started issuing decrees. He sent someone to execute the murder. You might have thought that
would have calmed things down. It only made matters worse. Everybody realized that Menelaus was
just O U D O pdppkt) Kot even much of a puppet when you came down to it. He was just the guy who
was ransacking the Love Gifts.

Antiochus also decreed that a statue of himself as Zeus was to be placed at the front of the
Gymnasium, complete with altar, and that sacrifices were to be made there daily. Sacrifices to Zeus
meant pigs.
OUPOET UUwl EEwUT PUwOOUPOOWUT ECwUT T wxUOEOT Gule 0T wil 1 w
they really should be worshipping. Meaning him. He thought a big-ass statue and some pig sacrifices
would make that easier for the Jews to understand.

999
So far as money went, Antiochus was raking it in. Now megalomaniac kings follow one of two
courses when they get flush: either they build big monuments to themselves, or amass big honking
armies to attack their enemies. Antiochus was taking the second option.

About this time, things were getting squirelly with the Ptolemies. The king had died, the heir was
underage, and there was a big argument about the succession. The Ptolemies managed to reach a very
dicey compromiseOWE OEw OUDPOET UUwl OUwbOYPUI EwOOwWUT 1T wedUO
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well-equipped army on the face of the earth, and he marched it down to Egypt. Ostensibly to celebrate

U7 T wadUOT wOPOT ZUWEOUOOEUDPOOOWDPOwWi EEOwWOOWET xOUI wi O
2DOETl wilzEwl ONOal EwUUET wEwPEUOwUI EI xUDPOOWEIT | OUI OwE Ol

boss, Antiochus decided to pass through Jerusalem on his way to Egypt.

Menelaus returned from his self imposed exile. Somehow he managed to gather up enough Jews to
cheer as the king passed through the city.

Menelaus took Antiochus through the Temple, to the Gymnasium and showed off the brand-new Big
Ass statue of Zeus that looked just like, of all people, Antiochus. The two of them stood together and
watched AntiochuszGreek priests sacrifice a few pigs to the God King.

behind them, threatening them with swords, just to be sure they showed sufficient enthusiasm.

Then the sacred pulled pork barbeque was passed around. Anybody brave enough to eat some got
gold stars from Menelaus.

999
While the Ptolemies were squabbling over the succession, another power was just beginning to flex
its muscles in the world: Rome. The Ptolemies understood that their country was in danger from the
Seleucids, and that the succession dispute had weakened them, and they had looked to the growing
might of Rome for an alliance. Which, as it turned out, could not have come at a better time.

In Gaza, north of Egypt, a single Roman general® rode out alone into the desert and met Antiochus
and his vast army. He told him that he had been sent by the Roman Senate with a message for
Antiochus:

If Antiochus attacked the Ptolemies, the message said, Rome would destroy the Seleucids.
The general asked what answer he should give to the senate. Antiochus said he would think about it.

With that, the general drew a line in the sand* in a circle where around the spot where Antiochus
UUOOEG w?/ UEAWEOwWOOUwWUUT xw OUUUPET wUT EQwODPO!l wET 1 OUT w( wi E
(By the way, if you ever find yourself in a similar situation, pay attention to the smooth moves of that
solitary Roman general. He went alone. And that meant he totally dominated the situation. Antiochus
had his whole honking army, fifty or a hundred thousand men, cavalry, chariots, even war elephants for
/101 ZUwWUEOI OWEOEwWUT T wi by@imselfE(Oluwi TEIEZ EEwilDE O 100w EAXaIERMPEOWE O 4 1 C
or hundred, or even a few thousand, Antiochus would have done the math and figured, hell, I can take
him. Antiochus would have felt obliged to take him. But alone? ' OPwaOUwWEI EQwpbPPUT wUOT EC
DOUPOPEEUDOT wi OUwPOU#EALS w( Uz UwNUUOwi 60001 WEUDO
Nice going, solitary Roman general.)
Anyway, there was the general, and there was Antiochus, and there was the line in the sand.
Antiochus gave some thought to his reply before he stepped outside the circle. Then the little coward
turned tail and ran.

999
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Macabbees I and Macabbees 2 tell parallel versions of what happened next. Macabbees 1 is very
matter of fact. Macabbees 2 sets the stage.

3 My darling wife wants me to E1 wUUUT wUOOwUI OO0wa OU w U IiGaiikurdpilliusulheha Priotadz Uw OE O1 w
because she was Gaius Popillius Laenas in a former life.
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For forty days before the Egyptian invasion, the second book tells us, the sky was filled with
apparitions of golden horsemen charging through the air with lances and drawn swords ¢ oh hell, this is

B3TEUZUWEOOwWPOWUT T wUOaOowOPOEwWaodUs
CEw( woOPOl wUT PUwXxEUOwWUOOOwWPT PET wPUw@UDPUI whpPUUI UOWEODI
apparitions might prove tobe E wl OOE wOOI 06 »
As if.
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The story of Antiochus and the general that reached Jerusalem, like the mixed up finish at the end of
a game of telephone, was slightly different than the story I just told you. Slightly.

The story that reached Jerusalem was that Antiochus was dead.

"U1l wOi 1 wgdOi 1 0UPOWUT T wWUPEOI VwUExT wxEUEETI OwU0i 1 weEOEDOI
(remember Jason, the former, but not dead, High Priest?), who had been gathering a thousand followers
just outside of town.

Jason and his men staged a triumphant return into Jerusalem. The Jews were jubilant. They forgot all
O 1 wEUExwUOT T azBwi OEVUUI Ewpbpi POI w) EUVOOWPEUwW' BT T w/ UPI U0OOw
Menelaus. While they were carrying Jason around town on their shoulders, Menelaus scurried out of
town while the getting was good.

Remember that messages in those days only travelled as fast as the people who carried them. So
PPUT POwEwWI T Pwi OUUUwWOI w) EUGOzUwWUI UUUOWIEGEWE G163 z0RWIUE Wl i ug
Antiochus himself.

999
When he saw the Jews rejoicing over his supposed death, Antiochus flew into a rage. He ordered his
army to kill everyone.

Everyone and anyone they could find. And then to hunt down and kill everyone and anyone that
was hiding. And they did.

Men. Women. Children. Infants.
Forty thousand Jews.
Forty thousand defenseless Jews, killed in a few hours.

999

They EDEBR Uwl OOUDPOUUOaAdwW3T 1 awEPEOZ UWEDT wi OUwWUOT 1 PUWEOUOUL
They E D E @igitlan earthquake, or a fire, or a tsunami.

They E D E &gnldlie because they killed Christ, or because they were racially inferior.

Those forty thousand defenseless Jews died because a fucking psychopath was having a bad day.

Even' PUOI Uz Uwb OU WtbukillbdEdsti thokidard fewn a single day.

9949
At this point I want to tell you how Antiochus diedd w( Uz U wO O U w xIkvistwitd dllun® Bear? UOU a 0 w
that the Jews had killed him, but his death happened while he was on his way to put down a rebellion of
Persians. Nevertheless, I want you to know how he died, right this minute.

EIGHT NIGHTS 114



Antiochus got a horrifically terrible disease: he was infested with parasites that ate though his organs
and chewed through his gut until his belly burst open and thousands of white, carnivorous worms
spilled out’ It was a painful living hell of a death. And it was a death that was way too good for
Antiochus Epiphanes.

999
Well I guess the slaughter stopped before everyone was killed. I guess the soldiers got worn out, or
just sick to their stomachs. Something. Anyway, it turns out there were still some Jews left the next day.

These were Jerusalem Jews, Jews that had adopted Greek culture: the language, the hair, the shaving,
the clothing, the restored foreskins. Perhaps because they had tried to embrace civilized behavior,
Antiochus took what I suppose in his mind passed for pity.

In the midst of city streets still littered with corpses of their brothers and sisters, Antiochus gave
those Jews a choice: Death.

Or drop their stupid ways, and follow his new decrees:

No more Sabbaths. No more sacrifices. No more mikvahs. No more circumcisions. No more Torahs ¢
in fact all copies of the Torah were to be burned. The Temple to be rededicated entirely to the worship of
Zeus ¢ in other words, to Antiochus. The festivals of the Law were out: no Passover, no Sukkot, no Yom
Kippur. In their place, Olympic Games. And that whole no pork thing? That had to go.

Sounds good to us, said the Jerusalem Jews, standing in the blood of their relatives. Where do we
sign?
g g g

Antiochus went back home, but he left a big chunk of his army behind with instructions on how to
proceed.

The soldiers went through Jerusalem street by street, house by house, person by person.

They looked for circumcised children. These they killed, along with their mothers. If the children
were small enough, they were tied, still living, EUOUOE wUT 1T D U w O O bokthiwereg tHravifrn® U OwE O E u
the temple walls.

The houses were tossed to find copies of the Torah. If these were found the scrolls and the occupants
were burned. (Naturally, a lot of copies of the Torah just got found lying in the street.)

Finally the pork test. Every person, every single one, had to eat pork. It was the proof of compliance.
Eat pork or die.

999

So Menelaus eventually crept back into town, and Antiochus put him back in charge. Who knows
why? Supposedly more money changed hands, but heaven only knows where it came from.

Back in charge meant that the High Priest of Jews was now the High Priest of Antiochus as Olympian
Zeus. Menelaus soon had the priests of the Temple making sacrifices to Zeus instead of Hashem. The
Gymansium changed from an adjunct to the center of wUT 1 w31 Ox Ol ZUwWEEUDPYDPUAG w3 T 1 w
Tabernacle without looking up.

At the Temple now, pigs were burned in addition to sheep; and Zeus preferred pigs. Menelaus
imported as many as he could to keep the god happy, and encouraged the Jewish farmers around the
city to start raising pigs. Pork quickly became the preferred meat of Jerusalem.

> Modern diagnosticians believe this disease may have been a form of visceral leishmaniasis, which is about the most
T OUUPEOT wEPUT EUT w(zYT wl YI Uwli T EVEWOT dw+O000whPUwUx wbi wa OUwWEODZ
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After a few months, when he saw the High Priest bowing to the statue of Olympian Zeus, and the
Chief Priests offering sacrifices of swine at the altar of the god, when he saw the former Jews of
Jerusalem singing hymns to Zeus, and kneeling at UT 1 w U UdetJadd eptlihg pork still hot from the
altar, when he felt confident that worship of the Jewish god had been replaced with worship of himself
as Zeus, Antiochus gathered up his men and marched them back from Jerusalem to his palace in
Antioch.

99g9

He left behind a garrison of soldiers in the Temple citadel, and orders that Menelaus send them
through rest of Israel, or Judea, or Antioch, or whatever they were calling it these days, and rid the
world of Jews forever.

There was no need for those Jews to die. They just needed to cease to exist. They could stop being
Jews, just as their kinsmen in Jerusalem had done. The choice was up to them. The garrison was there to
draw a line in the sand around them, and wait for their reply.

999
Judea covered a lot of territory, and the garrison was small, so it took some time. They rode from
village to village, rounded everybody up, burned all the Torahs they could find, lined up the Jews at
sword point, brought out the pork. A few old souls would refuse to eat, and die, but not many.
999
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making the rounds had gotten used to the drill. They burned the Torahs, just like always, lined up the
villagers for the pork like always.
Now this town had as its rabbi an old man ¢ P1 WE OOz U w O O & kanullaBothadGtk @tintuy
priest, a man named Mattathias. The rabbi POUOE Oz Uwil E0wUT T wxOUOBw' 1 wEI T EQwUC
loved him, and took him aside. Someone slipped him a piece of chicken and told him to eat that instead,
just pretend to eat the pork. The rabbi agreed, but when the time came, he was overcome again, and
could not.
Ol wOl wOT T wYPOOET T UUwi EEwl OOUTTBw(UzZUwWOOWEDT wUT pOT Ow
and took a piece of pork to eat to demonstrate.
And Mattathias, who had been watching this scene, lost it. He leaped up, struck that villager across
the head with his staff and killed him.
2+1 Owi YI UaOO0l wpT Owi EVwal EOQwi OUwUT 1 w3 OUET weOEwpkpT OwUU
Mattathias. One of those great lines that probably never got shouted.

Anyway, they followed. I guess they killed or somehow overcame the soldiers, and the whole village
took to the hills.

This was the start of the Great Rebellion.

999

So while Jerusalem continued to worship Zeus, in the countryside of Judea, more and more villages
packed up and took to thl wi DPOOUS w, EUUEUT PEUz wUI El OOPOOOwWi OUWwOEOawC
finding ways to hide from the small garrison in Jerusalem.

Remember, the villagers were mostly herders and farmers, familiar with their area, the rugged hill
country of Judea. Tl | wWUOOEDI UUwPI Ul wi OUlI BT OwdOl UEI OEUDI UwpbPUT wOOw
job finding a village that was where it was supposed to be; trekking around the wilderness looking for a
bunch of people hiding behind rocks was not in their job description.

(zOwxl UUOOEOCaWEWEDT wEI 0PI YI UwDOwWwUUEEOI wUDUUEUDPOOUOU
situations stable even if the solution is unpleasant. This situation, however, running around in the
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first a little more unstable, and then very unstable.

UUEEOI wEOUT wi OU
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Sinai. Some probably have brought along their sheep, some have probably brought a few provisions;

UT1T Ul zUwi OOEwOEaET uBUOERAED Ww®iDd 166uwe2 11 16D 0 UwE OOEWEOEWUE

31T OUIl wi POOUWT EYTI wOOUUwWOI wEEYTI UOwUT OUT T OwUOwUi EUzV0wPT

EOOUUEOUOwpPOUUaGs w- OEOEawOOOPUwWPi EUZUWUET T 6 w( peupOYDOT WE

i1T1 QOWwEOGOx1 001 EwOOWOOYI w8 OUwl 1 OwlOT 1 whbETI EG w8 OUwbPOUOEOZC
Jerusalem, however, just lost its supply chain. Everything Jerusalem eats comes from the villagers

who are now running in the wilderness. The city probably has some storehouses, but just like the

villagers are taking inventory and worrying how many more meals they can count on, so are the Jews of

Jerusalem. The garrison that is supposed to be dealing with the Great Rebellion is going to be needed

herl WOOOOwWET EEVUUT wi OOEwWUPOUUwWEUI 6z 0wi EVWEPEAG
As for the garrison, things have gotten unstable for them as well. They signed up to be real soldiers,

assigned to the Citadel to defend the Temple, so they thought, from attack by the Ptolemies. Now

UT 1 a z U lingitddther®4nd babies from the Temple walls, feeding pork to weeping rabbis, chasing

farmers through the hills. What are they supposed to do with a farm girl when they find her, anyway?

Rape her? Run her through the heart? Find a scrap of ham and force her to eat it?

999
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Macabbees mention that the a group called the Hasids joined up with the Rebellion. After that, the
Rebellion began to change.
A lot of scholars think that Hasids were an early version of a later group of Jews called the Essenes,
and we know a lot about them. They were an extremely devoted and faithful group of Jews, mostly
males, who joined together, sold their possessions and pooled the proceeds, ate meals in common,
bunked together, and followed rigorous hygiene practices.® They were huge believers in a Messianic
Apocalypse, with beliefs not a lot different than our modern End-time Christians.
Anyway after meeting the Hasids, t{ 1 w1l E1 OOPOOwWET EOT 1 ESG w31 1 will El OUWEDE
They attacked.

999

(WEOOzOwOOOPWPT AawPUWPEUWUUET WEWOOY!T OWPET EwUOOwWxPEQWOI
for the Rebels, but the notion only seemed to catch on when the Hasids show up.

As the rebels started to kill soldiers, things got unstable enough that Antiochus got wind of it. So he
started by sending a couple thousand troops to Judea.

-OpPpw(zZYl wOOOEwWaOUwWET | OUT wi OpwOUOOxUwi OUTT OwedkE OUOI Uou
of David and Saul. Big armies lining up for big battles. The big Seleucid army got down there, but there
PEUOZUwWEOAWEDT will El OWEUOa woODP Ol EwUxwET EDPOUCOwWOT T 06

But it turned out, this first attack turned out rather well for the Rebels. They were led by the third of
, EOUUEUT PEUZwi DYl wUOOUOWEwWaOUOT wOEOwW OEO! Maahoeet Bhe UOw P T Ou
Hammer.

¢ These, in the end, probably wiped them out. They used to carry a little trowel with them and bury their excrement
in designated areas. Sadly, the trowels and their footwear would get contaminated by this supposedly helpful
practice, and they end up getting sick pretty often and dying early.
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attack by night. This, apparently was Very Poor Form, and the Seleucids did not know what hit them.
Judas and the Rebels set fire to the Seleucid tents, stole a ton of armor, weapons, horses, and best of all
food, killed a bunch of soldiers, and ran away before the sun came up.

Judas was a great bighero. 31T 1 w1l EIl OUwWUUEUUI EWEEOODPOT wlUT 1 OUI OYT Uw3T |
to be known: the Macabbees.
999
The Macabbees had just beaten a well-equipped army with sticks and rocks and slings and crappy
i EUOI Uz UwPIi E x 640 Bwbrds abdspebld ahdshields.
371 w21 O1 UEPEUWUT EQwUUUYDYI EWEEOT wEI Ul UwO0T 1 O8w) UEEUZ wWE
run away. It was a pretty good plan. It confused hell out of the Seleucids. They were used to battles with

lines, flanks, glorious chargesE OE wUT 1 wOP Ol d w3 i T awbkl Ul Oz 0wlUI EwOOWET EUDPO
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On the Sabbath, these faithful, noble Jews would huddle together in caves and observe the Mosaic
Law of Sabbath Rest. That meant doing nothing. Nothing. Not even defending themselves or running
away.
OEwPi wUOT 1T w2] Ol UEPEUWUUUOEOI E woO O U O wihéGeleméids gathbrédU 1 wWEE Y1 U
piles of wood, and set it in the mouth of the cave. The Jews just sat and watched. Then the Seleucids set
the wood on fire and burned the Jews alive.

g gg
The next day, when Mattathias heard this news, he gave the order that Jews were to violate the

2EEEEUT wEOEwWi DT T OWEEE OGS w? %OUmDE GWuy EQUN wd EWudud e GEIEEOI
And it was those words, my friends, that made me decide to write this Story. Crappy non-Jew that I
am, unworthy vessel that I am. For what value has the Miracle, and the thousand pairs of hands that
passed the light to me, if the Story is forgotten?
(wl OUwUBUI Ewdi whpEPUDOT wi OUWUOOI ECEa wl OOEwUOwbUDUT wbUB
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So the Macabbees kept fighting as they ran away, even on the Sabbath, and the Seleucids, to their
surpUP U]l OwOl xUwEaPOT 6w (UzUwOPOl wUOI T awNUUUwUOT T wil OOwWwEOGUC
UUxxOUI EwOOwPDOOwWI OUwW/ 1 Ul ZUWUEOT w3i 1 w)l PUwpkl Ul wOUxxOUI
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basically the same exact stunt, a surprise night raid, with exactly the same result. Except this time,
x UEEUPEEOOaWEOOwWUT T w2i 01 UEPEWUOOEDPI UUwbkI Ul woObOOI EOQwEC
surprised.
999
Around this time, Mattathias died, and he surprised his eldest son Yohan by making Judas the leader

)T PwOT EQwPEUOZ OwbOw) I U [dih#H Rebelsl EE wOl | Owi DUwYDOOET I wUOw
Which made the Rebels into Sitting Ducks.

Antiochus stopped farting around. He sent a really large army south this time, twenty-five thousand
men or more. He sent word to Jerusalem that he was going to capture all the Rebels and sell them as
slaves, and he was going to do what the Babylonians had done, raze the city.
OUDPOET UUzwi 1 UEOGEUWEUDI EwUI E U wfhithfhl) XetsOvbréhippir Je@E WET wE wi
would flee the city, head north, and join the king, only then would they be Ux EU1 E w Ud fhtawol 1 E1 O7
slavery or death. They ran like rats.
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The massive Seleucid force marched toward the Rebel encampment.

Judas gave his menOWEEEOUEDOT wUOOwUT | w! OO0V wWOi w, EEEEEI 1 UOwUT T
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OE w B U w b E U OmdssisreNatontyy theadlirg Ediith: following right behind, hundreds of slave
traders with empty slave wagons and empty shackles and empty chains at the ready. With lots of coin,
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This time the Seleucids were ready for the Macabbeeszsurprise attack by dark.
Judas surprised them anyway, by attacking with a full frontal assault, in broad daylight, miles from

where the Seleucids expected. Judas wiped them out, every last one of them. Then he took all their
armor, and their weapons, and their horses. He also took all the money the slave traders had brought.

trouble I mentioned earlier, that trouble he was having with those Persian rebels.
31T w)l PUWEDE Oz Uwrd® Aitiechud Was debldtoo. UBsiworthy guts were spilled all
over the ground someplace outside Qum.
(WOOOEwWaOUwUOOPT T OwPEUWT OPOT wUOOWET wEWEUOOI UB
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victory. You enjoy it too.
999

After the feasting and the dancing and the slapping each other on the back and agreeing that they
were all great heroes, somebody must have suggested that they should all go to Jerusalem.

w! V0wubi
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I can imagine the moment. After things had grown quiet, and everyone was staring at the fire, a quiet
voice reciting an old poem:

?As the navel is the center of the human body, so was Judea the navel of the world, situated in the
center of the world, and Jerusalem in the center of Judea, and Mount Zion in the center of Jerusalem, and
in the center of the peak of the Mount, the Temple.

? O BeuThbernacle in the center of the Temple, and the Ark in the center of the Tabernacle, placed
on the stone from which the world was founded.

? 1f the holiest of cities, in the holiest of places, on Yom Kippur, the holiest of days, the High Priest
would venture into the Holy of Holies, and see the Ark resting on the Mercy Seat. On that day each year,
the High Priest would sprinkle the Ark with the blood of the scapegoat to atone for all the sins of all the
Jews, and say the Holiest of Names, the hidden name of the Lord, and then he would see, in the mist that
rose above the Ark, the Lordz UwY 1l Ua wi EEIT & 2

And Jerusalem would suddenly seem so precious again. After years of fleeing through the hills, to
see Jerusalem once more. To see the Tabernacle. To hear the choir sing the Psalms. So far and now so
near.( z OwUUUIl wUTl ECwl UOPOwOI Swbkbi xUB
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By the end of the evening, the Macabbees had probably started calling their homeland Israel again,
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again.
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Anyway, most of the country folk of Israel now lived in that encampment, and a lot of them probably
just wanted to get back to their lives. Alotof UT 1 Owi E E éhgirhunt¢d ih Oomg, long time. Three

victory over the Seleucid army.

Those country Jews were anxious to return, but they also sort of dreaded what they would find.
When the garrison soldiers found a village empty because the villagers had joined the Rebels, a lot of
times, they just torched the empty | OUUT U8 w$ YI Owbhi wUi T awi EEOz UOwUI T wi Bl OE
with weeds. Herders had long ago eaten all their flocks. It would be a long time before the Rebels would
recover.
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as they were to go home, the more they thought about it, the more they could foresee the mess that they
would find there. It would be a long a dreary road.

Within a day or two, the Rebel camp had dwindled to a tenth of its size; those who remained were
people who maybe had no home to go to, or had a reason why Jerusalem was more important to see
first.

The Macabbees began the trek to Jerusalem. Along the road, they saw the hurt the Seleucids had
done: villages burned, bodies left to rot in the sun.
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empty. Wells run dry. Houses by the roadside falling down. No sound of children playing. No sound of
birds but carrion crows.

The olive and fig trees stripped of fruit. The hillsides grasses burned.

Finally the city walls. The sight that once had lifted their hearts now filled them with foreboding.

One of the city gates lay broken on the ground. The other flapped slowly, as if pushed by an unseen
hand.

3TT wuUUPOUwWOi w#EYPEZUwxEOEE]I OwOl Il OWEVUWEWODPOEwWOI wUEEUI
could scarcely be seen, it was so overrun with weeds.

Ahead of them, Temple Street, once so glorious and fine, looked like a cyclone had torn through.
Broken furniture and crockery strewn across the cobblestones. Hungry dogs picking through the
garbage. And pigs, which many of the Jews had never seen before, fighting them for scraps.

No sound. That was the strangest thing. No sound. Just the shuffling of their own footsteps, the rattle
of their cartwheels threading through the rubble.

At the top of Mount Zion they could scarcely bear to enter the Temple Gates. They looked down the
I DOOWEOwWUT 1T wi OxUVawli OUUI UOwOT T wi OxUawUOUI T OUGwsYI UaloOl wi
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Maybe someone had tried to lock the Temple; the great wood gates were just ajar, just open enough
for a man to pass, and a lock hung from a broken chain. They pushed the gates a little wider.

The sun was lowering, just touching the edge of the tall Temple walls.

The arcade entrance to the Courtyard was a chaos like Temple Street; tables and chairs tossed every
which way. Judas had been hanging back, but now he had to take the lead, no one else had the courage.

At the grand entrance to the Courtyard, even he could not go on.

99gg9

With the bushes that were growing through the false floor before tabernacle?
601 wOi 1 WEOUEUOWEEUUWEOPOwWOPOI wEWET DOEgidedD OP1 UwlOi wxli E
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It took all their strength to go on, and with every step they saw more horror.
Around the brass bowl of the Altar, burnt fragments of the Torah.
Turds on the steps of the Tabernacle.

They knew the law forbid them from entering the Tabernacle, but they no longer cared. Their broken

ITEU0UwWPOUOEOZzZ UwOl OwUOT 1T OwWUUEOEWOUUUDPEIT 8
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The Menorah, smashed. The Table, folded, like someone had jumped on it.

Then they saw it. On the Empty Space where the Ark had been, something so vile that Judas gagged.
Others vomited. Finally someone managed to the strength to cover it with a blanket.

999
They stumbled from the Tabernacle, fell to their knees and wept.

They stopped weeping finally, because they had no more tears to shed.




Night Eight

Welcome to the Last Night.
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Wait, hang on. On the last night dOOz UwO DT Trightbway. wODT T UU w
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I keep the room dark for awhile -- Just the light from under the kitchen door, and the moon through
the window.

Tonight the story comes first, then the light.
999
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Tonight we wash away the bitter with the sweet.
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Tonight: The Thrilling Conclusion. The Miracle. 6 | & w b 1z2Yl WwEOGOTI wOUOT T UTT UOWUUWEO

us, for the past eight nights. For the past twenty-two hundred years, if it comes down to that.

Our Jewish ancestors started this tradition, The Miracle took place with Jews in their Temple in
Jerusalem, but the Jews have never pretended that they own the Miracle, or that no one else could join

its celebration. Quite the opposite: 31 1 az Y1 wEOPEaUwUT EUl EwPOwi OEEGaOuwi YI O

discusses at some length how to make non-Jews feel welcome at Hanukkah.

AsanonJew, ( WEEO7z OwWEET GUEUI Oawl RxUl UUwdawl UEUPUUET wi OUwOT 1
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I keep saying that the story of Hanukkah is my story. This is the part that kills me. When the
Macabbees walk through the Temple and they see what the Zeus-Jews have done to it.

The next morning, they explored the Temple more fully, and the more they looked, the more the
sheer dark horror of the desecration grew. There were just so many examples of tawdry, offhand
vandalism. Everywhere, pig shit splashed on walls. Everywhere, turds. So many tawdry, thoughtless,
offhand acts of piggish vandalism. As they saw more and more examples, it began to cloud their minds
and freeze their hearts.

How do I know this? How do I say this with such certainty? Because I imagined this scene a dozen
times when I was writing my novel. And I regret to say, I am ashamed to say, I knew this appalling
scene all too well. I saw in my own dark life too many direct parallels. Absolutl wx EUEOOI OUOQuwP I
to in a moment, when I can catch my breath. Just give me that moment, please.

Anyway, as the Macabbees looked at these scattered acts of vandalism, other clues started to fall into
place.

Ou
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to knock them down. The Zeus-Jews had put some time and planning and teamwork to make that
happen.

If you had wanted to make excuses for your brother Zeus-Jews, to give them an out, to say that they
feared for their lives and were splashing pig shit and taking dumps on the Tabernacle steps only because

UT 1 awEPEOZ UwPEOUWUOWEDI OwUT Thosk ZeGsddwd cotidOhave bpplisd@at x | Ew UT E

same time and effort and planning and teamwork toward making an escape. They | EE Oz UwE OOIT wOi
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The Zeus-Jews had knocked down the Altar because they wanted to.

In fact, it was clear, ti 1 & 7 E wete®tBihgubecause they wanted to. Those Jews were just sick and
tired of being Jews. They were over it. Antiochus had offered them an out, and all they had to do was
sacrifice a pig or burn a torah or take a dump on the Tabernacle stairs, and they leaped at the chance.

As if with a smear of pig shit, they could make themselves the equal of the Lord who had parted the
seas and led their fathers out of Egypt.

Uwbi wEawUT 1 Ul wOUEPEUaAwWOPUUOT WUEOUUUOUWUT | awEOUOEWUEA
No Law for us. No Covenant. Fuck Hashem and the horse he rode in on.
(wOOOPwWUT EUzUwPT EOwUT OUT w) 1 PUwWPT Ul wWUEaDOT unedtye EOUT wOl
two hundred years later when I turned my back on the Lord. ( Z OWEUT EOIl EwUOwUIl O0wadUow
too.
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Macabbees realized how awful the Zeus-Jews had really been, when they realized that they placed the
Abomination of Desolation in the Heart of the Tabernacle where Ark had been, while they were shaking
O 1 PUwi T EEVWECwWOT T wxbT T awUEPEUaAWUUUxPEDUaWOI wOT 1 PUWEU
either.

What had those Macabbees done, the Good Guys in this story, the Wonderful, Faithful Jews, when
they found at that the pressure was on?

They had, quite literally, run for the hills.
Sure, they told themselves that they had no choice. How could a bunch of weak, defenseless farmers

and herders fight a Seleucid army?

Well, three years later, they had fought back, and they had won. The only difference was three years
later, they had trusted in the power of their Lord.

What the Macabbees realized was that they might have actually put a stop to all this mess. They
might have succeeded. They might.

They looked around the Desolation of the Temple and realized that they shared the blame.

Fucking things up is something we all do. What we do afterwardsisOUU wUl EOQwOI EUUUIT d w( | w3
fuckup you make all kinds of excuses. When I turned my back on the Lord, I too fooled myself into
thinking it was something I was forced to do, and of course it was something I wanted to do. Something
I worked at doing. Fucking up was something I loved doing. I too said ( WEOUOEOz OwUUOx wda Ul
really, I could have stopped anytime. OE wl Y1 OQwbi w( wE &id Okikkd Was UdAing®d w b1 Ow
could have at least tried.

999

the Desolation of my own life, the ruin I made of it. I know that their hearts at last were broken, because
my heart at last was broken.

I even know what they said, finally, when they faced the truth and their hearts were broken. They
said what I said:

We have fucked things up. We have truly fucked things up. And there is no way we will ever unfuck
them.
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They looked around this once holy place, now broken, now defiled. They could remember when it
was alive with song, when the flame of Shekinah informed each corner, when fire blazed from the Altar,
when to step into the Courtyard meant to step into the living Presence of the Lord.

Now the place was a wasteland.

They themselves had made it so. They had done what they set out to do and they had no one to
blame but themselves.

Hashem had left the building. He had gone home, fried himself a peanut butter and banana
sandwich, knocked back a couple of Seconals and gone to bed.

He was never coming back.

999

When they came into the full awareness of their shame, the Macabbees could not long stand to stay
there. They left the Temple, they left Jerusalem, and walked to Mizpah, a sacred hill about four miles
away, which had a watchtower that overlooked Mount Zion.

They took off their clothes, and covered themselves with ashes and put on sackcloth, and said
prayers of mourning.

Who were they mourning? Or what?
Everything, really.

31 1 az E wBk@Gindukrelty much everything they thought they loved was dead. Their holy city.
Their Temple. Their way of life. The Law. The Covenant too, I suppose.

I can tell you from my own experience what that day is like.

3T T Ul ZUWEOQWOOEWUUUxPEWEOUOUUAWUOOT 6w
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ended when you said goodbye.

And you try, really really hard to remember that those lyrics are stupid clichés, because at that
moment, they seem rather profound. In fact on that day, the tall bridge, and the train track, and the gas

oven, and the noose look a whole lot more inviting than the slow ticking second hand of the kitchen
clock.

999
As much as the Macabbees had hated the confines of the Law, the constant fear of the Lord, the
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purpose. That great terrifying world they lived in had been filled with a Being who promised Good to
thosewho Ol x Uw' DPUw+EPSw that@®dp&E U0wUT 1 az Ewl EE
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On the other hand, why had Hashem delivered them from the Seleucids? Merely to show them the
defiled Temple? To rub their noses in their collective sin? To show them the depth of their squalid guilt,
and then to leave them high and dry?

So their thoughts turned to the mess at the Temple, and whether to restore it as a place of worship, or
maybe to restore it simply as a penance with a contrite heart, to try to make amends. Maybe none of the
above: maybe they should just walk away and call it quits.

And after, I am certain, a lot of sad and bitter talk, and many tears, at last the Macabbees decided to
return and set things as right. At least as right as they could.
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It must have been hard. I can tell you from my own experience. I know their story, these broken-
hearted Jews, because as I keep saying, their story is my own. Going back is hard.

Walking up your own steps, knocking on your own front door, waiting for an answer. Asking
through the closed door to be let in. Waiting, and waiting some more, nearly giving up. Hearing finally
the click of the doorlock opening, then waiting for the door to open. Giving up and opening it yourself,
gently. Peeking in. Tiptoeing across the doorstep of what used to be your home.
TIEUGZEUUE S w21 1 DOT wOT T wxdHBI ET UwOl wi UUOPOUUT wUUPOOwWwoOapOTl u
hard.
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The Jews were going back to the Temple they themselves defiled. That was going to be hard.
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It must have been a pretty brutal task, psychologically speaking. Like picking up the body parts of
friends after an explosion. Something you want to do, maybe, but something you dread. Getting out of
bed would get harder every day.

Like those guys who picked through the rubble of the Twin Towers, who would find an arm or nose
or something, and would lift it from the rubble while holding their hands over their hearts, and gently
place it on a plywood board, and cover it with an American flag. On the news yOUz Ew Ul T wUT 1 OQw U
away, breaking down uncontrollably and one of their buddies would reach out to hold on to them. Then
a klaxon would go off, and all the workers would line up, and stand at attention and salute as it was
carried up from The Pit.

It would just break your heart.

I think it must have been like that.
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On a practical level, who was involved? The Macabbees men and women and children who had been
living in the country, who had joined with the Rebellion but not returned to their homes. Most of them
farmers and herders; some of them rabbis; some of them, like Judas, Levites, so there were priests.
Probably a few hundred people altogether.

Next: the tasks: Clear away the crap and clutter of the Zeus-Jews. Tear down the statue of Zeus and
its pagan altar. Get rid of the gymnasium, or at least block it off from the Courtyard. Move that
loathsome Thing! out of the Tabernacle. Clean the walls. Repair the Holy Vessels. Rebuild the Altar. A
lot of work for a few hundred people. Months of work probably.

1 Remember that Thing they found in the Tabernaclet UT E0 w31 DOT wUl ECwWOEET wil YI UAEOEawl ET y
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can bear to say what it was. But it must have been a hell of a thing, just to come up with a name like the

Abomination of Desolation. Holy cow what a name.

Biblical scholars speculate that the Abomination was some sort Greek fertility symbol like a giant phallus or
something, or maybe, of all things, a meteorite. You can speculate anything you want, I guess. Why not speculate
that it was giant banana?

31T w EOOPOEUDOOOWI OP1 YI UOWUOUEOOGawl OUIT Ul EwlT 1 wEORA&MP OUUDI UU
the Jews continued to refer to it for hundreds of years. IOwUT 1T w& OUx1 OUwWEOEwWOUT 1 Uw-1 pw3l UCEO
iconic reference point of Uber-disgust as in: How disgusting would that be? Worse than The Abomination of
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Then there was the unspoken question sort of hanging over everything: when all that was done, what
then? Seal it up as a kind of memorial? Try to start things up again? Nobody wanted to think about that
one, not yet.

999
The written accounts are pretty of the cleanup are pretty skimpy. They talk about removing the
Abomination. The words are so brief they scare me.

I do love another passage, however: The Macabbees built a new Altar base from unhewn stones. The
OOEwUUOOI UwUTT awlOOYI EwWUOWEWEOUOT UwlOi wlOT T w" OUUUAEUEwW?U
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before they realized it was decision too EDT wi OUwUT 1 Ow U Ointddesting ta s£OtBa®ihedy w ( Uz U w
believed that another prophet might show up. It suggests that their feelings of Hope were growing.

Watch how that one goes.
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At one time I believed UT E Uw U TlotalVHR2&dixIraphy, who is just a terrific guy, might bring his
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on how to kosher the cooking implements, dishes, silverware, etc.2

I mention this because a lot of emphasis is placed on boiling water as a means of purification. So I
imagine at the temple, after basic cleaning and repairs were done, a lot of boiling water was used to
return items to a state of ritual purity.

FOU0whOwi EEVUOW( WEOOZzZ UwOOOPBW3T T Ul zUwOOwWUI EQUEWOT whT EUL
to purify a defiled Temple.

My wife, who has endured years and years of my droning on and on about this period, however, has
some thoughts that I have come to share. She thinks that women played a central role.
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male. So the formal maintenance of a Hindu temple is done by male priests, and by a male staff directed
by those priests. And everything is a Hindu temple very clean, and very neat, because the priests want
to do their very best to honor their deity, and they do a good job.

But a lot of Hindu temples, particularly temples dedicated to Krishna, or to the Goddess, those most
frequented by women, are quite beautiful, not just clean and neat. In fact when you go into one, your
heart sort of opens up, like on that first bright day of spring when the trees first open in flower and the
sun is bright and gentle. Because in those temples, the women have made everything beautiful.
Blossoms placed, here, there. Chalk designs traced on the walkways. Garlands hung on photographs.
Perfume in the air. Women have been there. Beauty everywhere. The gods are happy.

Maybe you are fortunate enough to have had a wife or mother who has made your home beautiful,
and seen this for yourself. How women have this almost magical way of bringing beauty to the places
that they loved w( WE OOz UWPEOUWUOWET WwEOOwWUI R B U U wdvé ydu? OrabblyU w( z YT wo
some man someplace can do this; but women make this happen all the time; those little girls with perfect
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cookies problem. This is very different than the rest of Asheville, where being gluten-free has become practically a

matter of ritual purity these days, with the gluten-intolerant now intolerant in all respects, poring over the labels of

everything you serve them, demanding a précis on all aspects of procurement and preparation, refusing to eat off

plates that have touched wheat, and so on. They end up making kosher Jews look like the most easy-going diners on

earth.
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braids, the flowers placed so thoughtfully on the bedside table, the seashells in the glass bowl. You know
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As the men were doing the heavy lifting and rough scrubbing, and the Temple slowly began to
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bringing beauty into the world. They do a lot of things, great things, wonderful things, but bringing

beauty is something they seem particularly good at, something men seem quite inept at. For my part,
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I like to think those Maccabee men had begun to see that the Temple was starting to be beautiful.

That it wasO zjudt being restored, it was being transformed.

g9d¢d

So the months passed, and eventually there could be no denying that the Temple was in a state of
readiness. It was suitable to be returned to its use as a place of worship.

Originally, I expect, there had been some question, but during all the effort of restoring the temple,
and with news of restoration spreading through the country, by now the question was all but settled. If
you restore it, you really have no choice but to return it to its intended use.

g gg
Of course some of Jews would wonder whether the Temple ] EEOz Uwx EUUT EwUT T wx OPO0wWOI

How many times could the Temple be destroyed and restored and still be the Temple? How many
times would Hashem bring his Presence back? Could He even stand to be present in a Temple defiled by
his own people?
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It seems like ages since we talked about the Law surrounding the Eternal Flame of the Menorah, and
the Eternal Fire of the Altar, and the preparation of the Holy Oil. Time for a quick refresher course.

The Altar fire had to burn constantly, remember? Fire from the Altar was used to keep the flames of
the oil lamps of the Menorah lit constantly. The Oil for those lamps was olive oil sanctified by staying in
the presence of that sacred flame for seven days and nights.

Naturally things could go wrong, so the priests who made and stored the sacred oil kept a backup
supply. The High Priest would place a wax seal on bottles of oil that had been sanctified and were ready
to go.

Remember when the Second Temple was restored? The Persians returned the Menorah and bottles of
sacred oil to the Jews, so when worship started up again, everything was ready.
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hiding the Ark of the Covenant. Another story is that Jeremiah took some of the sacred fire from the
Altar and stored it in a large clay pot. This pot traveled with the Jews to their captivity to Babylon. When
plans were being made for the restoration of the Temple, the Persians asked to see the content of the fire-
pot.

When they opened it, the Jews and Persians found that the pot contained a dark, thick liquid. When a
scoop of this liquid was placed in the sunlight, it burst spontaneously into flame. The Persians and the
Jews called this liquid naptha ¢ meaning purification.3
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Nehemiah, the first Persian governor of Judea, used this naptha as the source of the sacred altar fire ¢
so in that sense, the fire of the Second, Persian temple was the original eternal fire of the First Temple,
PT DET whPEUwWx EUO WOl wlOT 1 w. UPT POEOwWI PUT woOi w, OUI Uz w3EET UDEEC
But that naptha had been lost. The Fire was gone.
g9dg
So now we come to the day when the Altar fires were to be lit, and the sacrifices to be started, and the
worship of Hashem to be started up again.
(UwbPEUOZUWEWEEaAa WOl wul gUPUI Ol OUOWEUUwa OUWEEQWET wUUUIT w!
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favorite psalms, and everyone sang along with choir. They cheered as the carts of firewood were rolled
to the base of the Altar, and as the first sheep and goats were led to the slaughter tables.

Everybody shouted and cheered and clapped as Judas stood at door of the Tabernacle and said a few
words, and thanked all the little people who had made this day possible. Everyone stood in silence
remembering the Jews that had died rather than give up the faith.

And so on.

Everybody was willing to get over the fact that there was no Ark, and no one anymore knew the
Sacred Name of the Lord, and that the Eternal Fire had gone out and they were going to have to start it
from scratch.

It was going to be OK in spite of that, everybody agreed.

And then the bombshell hit.

Somebody noticed the broken seals.

999
Somebody noticed that the seals on the bottles of Holy Oil that they were going to use for the
Menorah had been broken.

Now if that idiot had only kept his mouth shut, there would have been no Hanukkah. If he had just
kept his mouth shut, and just pretended that everything was fine, nobody would ever have known.
Sacred oil had no material difference from other oil. The only thing different was that it was sacred.
Those seals, broken or whole, made no difference to the oil inside the bottles. That oil would have
burned just fine. 4
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And with that one word, the day changed from one of rejoicing to one of despair.

999

The priests dug through the bottles. Broken seal. Broken seal. Some goddam vandal had broken
every seal. They could just picture the piggy little smile on his piggy little face as he ran his fingernail
through the wax and tossed the now useless bottle of oil into the basket. Just knowing that this day
would come, and he would have his little joke. Ha-ha.

Onlyonebottll z UwUl EOQwi EEwUI OEDPOI Ewx Ul Ul UYT EGws$s OOUT T wODOwIi O

The) | Pdgelims of starting over were fucked. They had fucked things up for good.

# One rabbi in the Talmud makes an interesting case that there were two or three other options available to the Jews

at this point. By the Law, they could have kept the Menorah lit using other sources of fuel. But they were apparently

OOOwUxUTl OWEQQwWUT 1T wOOOT OUwUOwWUT pOOWOT wUUEUOT woOxUDPOOUSwW UwlT EO0w
shit. Now what do we do?
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Hashem had let them do play out this whole charade and then pulled the chair out just as they were
about to sit down.

9949
And bless their broken hearts, instead of cursing the Lord and cursing their fates, those fierce brave
Jews cowboyed up. They stood tall.

Those Jews, those admirable broken-hearted, hopeless, helpless Jews, came to a decision.

They decided that even if it was to be for only one day, then they would worship Hashem for that
one day.

g9d¢d

The priests stepped onto the porch of the Tabernacle before the courtyard full of their brothers, and
said the words that changed those songs of joy to weeping.
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When things settled down, they didit. 3T 1 a WEDEOz Uwil EYI wEOCawOExUT EQwUOwW( w
or brought fire in a horn or something. Anyway they closed their eyes, and held their breaths, and for
better or worse, they did it. One final day of worship. One final day they joined hands together in the
Temple for their Lord.

They lit the sacred fire of the Altar. Then they took some of that fire and lit incense and the oil lamps
of the Menorah. They sang the blessings.

g9g
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That poignant day wore on. Night fell. Slowly the crowds that had come to rejoice drifted home in
sorrow. Everybody went home eventually, and except for a few priests idly tending the Altar fire. The
vast Temple was empty and quiet.

U

When the oil of the Menorah burned out, those priests would go home too and the time of the
Temple would finally end.

999
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began to seem a little bit strange that afternoon.

A little stranger that evening, maybe

By nightfall, rather odd. A few raised eyebrows. Some whispers A couple of priests started sitting in
the Tabernacle, watching the Menorah flames.

The next day, a few people from the city began standing outside the Tabernacle. From time to time
one of the priests would step outside to give them updates. That night, a few more came people sat
outside to keep vigil.

Soon word spread. Over the next few days, the courtyard grew more crowded. In front of the
Tabernacle, in the courtyard of musicians, singers sometimes sat and sang. By the next morning, music
began playing around the clock. Singers had to sign up for times.

By the end of the sixth day, people from all over Israel were trekking to the Temple. The courtyard
was jammed. Feeding people became a concern. In the end, peox Ol WEDEOz OwODPOEwWUT EUDOT 6
party. The courtyard was full of lights even by day. By night it was an astonishing sight; the courtyard
blazing with a hundred thousand tiny flames. Everyone was waving lights at the Tabernacle, as if
encouraging the Menorah.
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All night and all the next day, people sang at the top of their lungs. People shouted prayers to
Hashem.

The priests struggled to remember the exact hour and minute that the Menorah had been lit. When
they had OD U wD U OwUT 1 az E wmab tpUThdy Wdvdy ehlikedi lbiv impdint that exact time
would be. Now tf 1 a WEDEOz UwPEOU WU O wOPD U U ubdthihginig2 Gaker@iUightviollld OP Ow U1 E |
be consecrated, and ready to be used.
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Eight days after the sacred fire was lit, Judas, looking weary and bedraggled, stumbled through the
Tabernacle doors.' 1 WEDE Oz Uwdl 1 E wi OudEBIEG W Euwdd 1 1P BO6 w' T wNUUUOwi 1 OEw
bottles of the newly sanctified oil, the red wax of their new seals still hot and dripping onto his fingers.

It took a moment for the crowd to realize what they were seeing. Then the Courtyard exploded in
cheers. Grown men fell to their knees and wept.

999

The Talmud is quite emphatic that the Hanukkah menorah is to be placed outside, so everyone can
see the lights. The second option, which is much less desirable, is for the menorah to be placed in a
window in full view of the street.

3TT Ul zUwOOwWOUTT Uw) 1 PBUT wET Ol EUE U B e jewsante@evdryotéD EE OO a wx
to know that they could share in the Great Miracle. From the start they wanted everyone to realize that it
P E U ugt Bbout the Jews.

There are some events that are about Humanity. Discovering fire. The first wheel. Walking on the
moon. Individuals of genders, ages, tribes, religions, races, nationalities, and so on did these things, but
those traits are meaningless, really. Humans did them.

It was Jews who lit the Temple lamps, of course, and Jews who have kept the memory alive ever
UPOEI OWEUUOwWUT T azYl wdOI YI UwUUOUI UUI EwUT EQwxEUU8 w3T 1 azYl wU
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merrier, actually.
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Holy Cow, when I tell you about the Great Miracle, your head is going to explode. And so on.
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have no choice but to hand over the goods.
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I imagine this is how Judas felt when he lit the Altar fire. I imagine, in fact, that this is exactly how
Judas felt. When I say the Story is my Story, this is what I mean. I say now, as Judas said twenty-two
[ UOEUI Ewal EUUWET Gowpkpl OOOwT 1 Ul wi 61 OwOOUT DO7 6
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5 In Asheville and apparently a lot of other communities, the local Chabad houses support a Chanukkah Parade
(their preferred spelling) with a big electric menorah float on a car or truck. It might sound a little cheesy, but it
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I told you that sweet quote from Rebbe Nachman, that the Lord constantly gives us hints. The story
of Hashem and his peopll OwUT DUwUUOUaw( z YI wEI 1 Gafdl) fAIOEIGS hintd.T 1 U1 wOE U U

You need to remember back to our first night together, to the | PUUOwUDOI w' EUT | OWEEUT T
attention. How He was lonesome. Yes lonesome. Unworshipped and unloved.

When the only way he could think to get E UE Oz U wU &terBiohBvEsitofcut a deal.

When' EUT | OwPEUWEwWOPUI UEEOI OwET POEDUT wET Ul U0 wl OEwpkT OQwE
just bring plagues and storms to make things happen.

I said He was throwing tantrums. I told you I said that without meaning disrespect, and you thought
I was being a wise-ass.

But I know about tantrums. ( 7 O w E WHad& & €on who threw tantrums, and it was rough on
everyone; but he grew up to be a wonderful man.

Children who throw tantrums grow up. Hashem grew up.

Hints. I have littered this Story with His hints.
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Hashem cut HisEl EQwPPUT WEWEUOET wOi wEI Ul UUWOOOEEUOQWEOEwW( z 001
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was a hint.

Those nomads b 1 U | aD thét great when Hashem cut the deal, and almost immediately they ended
up in a big mess, carted away into slavery in Egypt.

That childish, tantrum throwing nature-god had to do everything he could think of to help them out.
He pulled every gimmick he could out of his modest bag of tricksd w' 1 WEOUOEOz Uwi YI OQwi DO
helper: the best He could find was a guy who tried to argue his way out of it, remember that? A guy who
told Hashem, in effect, that He was making Bad Choices.

It took a lot of growing up for Hashem to stick with his Covenant. How many times did He think ¢

PEDUWE wOb OU UPodvent(l L&dduwd Hostst Wieatn disaster UOWET wUUUEOwPPUT wlUT PUWU
Adios, muchachos!
But He hung in there.
g9d
That scene in the desert when Hashem appeared as Shekinah in the fire and smoke around Mount
Sinai? That was a Big Deal. That moment was Hashem trying really really hard to be a grown up, and
UEOCOOwWT UOPOwWUxwlUOwWI UOPOWUx wbDUT wOT T w) I PUwWi i zEWNUUUWUE Y
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The other Nine Commandments He wrote by fire on tablets of stone were, like I said, Guidelines for

a Nice Life. But that one, that one and only that one, was a personal plea, a serious and heartfelt
relationship request.

That was the hard one, a hard truth that would be hard for anyone to say, maybe even harder for a
god. Yet Hashem had manned up, and said his piece.

Hashem had hoped, even believed, I think, that his Chosen People were growing up too, just like
Him. Like people at the couples counselor, revealing those hard personal truths, hoping their spouses
were ready to hear, He had opened His heart.

Unfortunately, Hashem had matured faster than the Jews.
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Hashem had mastered honesty and openness. His jealousy not so much. That whole Golden Calf
thing really threw him. He started treating the Jews like Bad Children. The whole Forty Years in the
Desert thing. The 673 commandments. Visiting the sins of the Fathers unto the third and fourth
generations.
Like an angry bitter spouse, if ' | WEOUOEOz Uwl |l UWEWET ETl OUwl UOPOwUx wxEUL
heaven Hashem would sure as hell show the Jews who the fuck was boss.
999

Do you see the hints in this story? Hashem tried to have a partnership of equals. That blew up in his
face. So He became the Bad Dad. And that relationship went on for a long, long time.

The thing is, all those Great Santini rules and regulations sort of worked out well for the Jews.
Hashem as Cosmic Drill Sergeant was indeed a Heavenly Pain in the Ass, but the Jews, frankly, kind of
needed structure to grow up, and the Law provided it.

The Jews, slowly began to mature. Which is why I next bring up the stories of the Kings, Saul and
David and Solomon. My choice of those stories is another hint.

This part of the Story is a lot like the teenager asking for some freedom. Asking, as it were, for the car

Ol AU w( UzUwWEwWOOO!I OUwPT 1 OWEOUT wlOT T wET POEWEOGEwWUT 1T wxEUI OUL
The child needs to step up. And the parent needs to accept thl WET D OE z U whddaugdE OUUD U a
Which Hashem did.

kings. And within a few years, they had started putting idols in the Temple. Right in the Living Room of
the Jealous Lord.

Hashem had grown up a lot in the interim. He took his lumps. He was like the sad, mature dad who
lets the teenager get picked up by the cops and face the music on his own. He just let the Jews get taken
to Babylon.
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When I say this Story is my Story, by the way, as you probably have guessed, I see specific parallels
with the relationship of Hashem and His People, and my relationship to my parents, my children, my
dear wife, and with my Higher Power.
611 Ow(wUEawOT PUwUUOUa wBdyeud $ddylten.2 Briow thad to Beltud) bedads& EU UT wd U
that same divine spark informs all of us, that same desire for love, for growth, for freedom, and that
same jealousy, idolatry, and rebellion and disaster pulses through our lives and our relationships,
building them up and tearing them down constantly. The hints in this Story are hints for everyone.
3T EUzUwpPT awll T w) T PUwWEUI E &l Yiiuthe Hightd Goo &l td see(fdd gvdntyktwod w 0T 1 a
hundred years.
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Just like a kid in prison grows up fast, the Jews in Babylon did too. There was a really remarkable
ETEOT 1 w8 OUWEOOz Uwl EY] wOOWET wb Crhakging, lifa-4dBris wiSdons &f &) O OwU O wU |
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squarely, first take a moral inventory, first ask their Higher Power for help, first try to make amends.
There are hints in that part of the Story, too. For the first time, the Jews stopped simply obeying the
specifics of the 673 commandments. They wanted, for the first time, to understand them. They wanted,

for the first time, to go beyond them; to act not simply to avoid bad consequences, but to please their
Lord.

That must have been a nice change of pace for Hashemd w( w0 T D O O M&de&ddd; tt)senia thénO w
home.
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And now we come to the bitter part of the Story, the part that of my Story that makes me feel the
saddest.

When they came back to Jerusalem, the Jews had made some giant strides. They had really grown
up. The Second Temple was the All Grown Up temple. Which makes their Fall so much more horrible.
WOPEWOEOI UWEEEWET OPEI UOWE OE wa é@Wudp imbkes®ad icHdices) &hd
D U z U lothar@edtitake. Those are thoughtful choices, made despite the consequences, made aware of
consequences. Those bad choices really hurt.
The Jews who made the Golden Calf, Hashem realized, were children. He got over it. He embraced
His Children. He took care of them.

The Jews who defiled the Temple were grown ups. They knew better. They knew better and they
went the hell and did it anyway.

They were no different than I was. I did exactly that.

And I woke up one day to discover what the Jews discovered. That Hashem had just the hell had it.
That He had given up on me. With good reason. I was standing in a puddle of my own shit. I always
assumed that He would be there for me, but one day He was gone.

I had fucked things up. I had totally fucked things up and I was more alone than I had ever known
that I could be.

999

Now I was fortunate, as the Macabbees were fortunate, to have around me some influences that kept
me focused. I faced the same questions they faced when they realized the extent of the fuck up. The full
impact of the Desolation.

And that is: What are you going to do about it?

All that I personally could do was to tell my Higher Power, wherever He had gone, that I finally how
realized how blindingly stupid I had been.

With no hope of forgiveness, I asked His forgiveness. I promised to try to make things right. I
promised to amend my life.
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The final step of manhood, I think, is doing the right thing when you know it to be hopeless. These
are the acts that we remember and honor, the acts that break our hearts when we retell them, the acts
that inspire us.

Cleaning up the defiled Temple was such an act. I bless the Jews who did this. I took courage from
their example.

But the real moment that inspired me, the one that makes me weep each time, was the moment of
complete despair they faced, the moment that they realized that the whole effort had been for nothing.

When they found the broken seals on the bottles of oil. Thatz Uw b T 1 OQwUT | a theTeraplep a1 Ew U1

could never be restored. That they had managed to fuck things up so utterly that they could never be
made right.

And yet despite that utter certainty of failure, the Jews decided to light the Temple fire. Hopeless and
helpless, with no thought of gain. Just because. Just because.
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Because they realized they loved the Lord, and they were sorry. Being sorry ¢ that was new.
Remember how I mentioned that ¢ that the Lord never asked for anyone to be sorry for sin? Only for the
proper expiation? But those Jews had finally grown up. That decision showed the depth of their
contrition.

And so they went ahead, in spite of everything, and lit the fire and the flames. One final time. They
EOUOE Oz UwE thay@dik ht (2adtdb tHati They could at least do that.
Out of love. Out of love. Out of love. Out of love.
999
That hopeless, courageous, selfless, loving act marked a change of heart.
The Miracle, part one.

(How can a decision be a Miracle? Well, a miracle is when something unexplainable happens. And
for 3000 years, the Jews ¢ like everyone on earth, I suppose ¢ had been approaching the Divine like a big
celestial Skinner Box: pressing the lever and hoping to get a sugar pill instead of a shock. But that day
did what they did, knowing full well that the Box was unplugged, that nothing would come of it at all.

So how unexplainable was that?

Today what makes me happiest about the Macabbees decision is how utterly impossible it is to
explain that decision UOwW EOa OOI whki OwWwEOI U0z UwEOUI EtAdokdd &hplete U1 1 w + OUE
confusion. Is it wrong of me to think the Jews began to celebrate Hanukkah perhaps in part because they

had a wicked sense of humor? )
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And now, the second part, the part that fulfills this the Great Miracle, the one we share, remembered
all these generations. Why we light these lights and weep.

When with hopeless love his Children lit those lights, the Lord himself, in spite of everything, turned
his face on them.

On me.
On us.

999
All through the Story, the Lord appears as Fire. Great Balls of Fire.

But this time, He returns, and the flame of his Presence is gentle. The flickering light of an oil lamp
that just P O Ogto burning.

I think not ever.

999

After twenty-four hundred years of fire, of anger, of plague and flood and thunder, the Lord
returned to his children as a quiet ever-burning light.

Asiftosay: ( Uz*0auu( z OQwl 1 Ul 6 w
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In parents, in couples, they call this unconditional love.

Twenty-four hundred years of consequences, but that night the Lord returned. With quiet
forgiveness. With the sign of a gentle flame that did not fail.
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That night, the Lord returned with Love.
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He saw the desperate courage of his children, their hopeless, pathetic courage, and their contrition,
and their selfless love, and He wept for them, and He forgave them.

He came back.
Why we remember that night, year after year, generation after generation.
That night everything changed.
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From then on, His love would be there NUU U wi OUwWUOT 1 wOEODPOT 6 w8 OUwWwbPOUOEOz Uwli
or say any special words, or go to a special building, or live in any special way. His love would just be
there, and from that night on you could just reach out and take it.

Thatz Uw U T Ikkah ME@dlk we celebrate: the New Covenant. On that dark night the New Covenant
began.
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knee-deep in a puddle of your own shit, crying out in despair, when you are Desolate and in darkness,
remember.

When you are utterly alone, you can still reach out to Him. No matter how big the fuckup. No matter
how deep the shit.
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Fire has gone out. Any spark will do. The Lord in his mercy accepts bad coin.
That spark will somehow burst into flame in your heart. By His will, not yours.
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My sincere wish is that you never need to find out for yourself. But if you do, if you have to live
through the hard parts of the Story like I did, hang in there. Remember this: ( wx UOODB Ul wa OUOwbUZ Uw
8 OUWEEOz UwET wU U UI yauOchnb&slire df thed. OwO DI | OwEU O w
(DWwEDPEOz DwlUI Ewb O Wi it BighE & Dddidation, that night of Hanukkah,
everything changed.
You can never fuck up so much that I will leave you, saith the Lord of Hosts.
3T EUzUwWOT T w, PUEEOI 6
By the faith and courage and dedication of our ancestors, the Old Covenant came to its end. The New

Covenant began.

To mark that moment, we join men and women who have lit these lights and sung these blessings for
so many centuries. To remember, and share the Story, and never ever to forget.

The Great Miracle of Hanukkah.
Shalom.
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The Hanukkah Blessings

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, asher kiddeshanu Ez OPUAYOUEYOwYPUADYEOUQuw
Hanukkah.

Blessed are You, Lord, King of the Universe, who has sanctified us with Your commandments, and
has commanded us to kindle the lights of Hanukkah.

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, she-asah nissim la-avotaynu bayamim ha-hem bazman hazeh.

Blessed are You, Lord, King of the universe, who wrought miracles for our fathers in days of old, at
this season.

Finally, this third blessing, called the Shehechiyanu®, which is recited only once, on the first night
of Hanukkah. It thanks the Lord that we have lived to celebrate Hanukkah once more.

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, she-hekheyanu v-kiyamanu v-higgianu lazman hazeh.

Blessed are You, Lord, King of the universe, who has kept us alive, and has preserved us, and
enabled us to reach this time.

¢ The Shehechiyanu is a general prayer of thanksgiving, and it gets used in a lot of different Jewish liturgies, not just
for Hanukkah.

One of the best unexpected benefits of studying Hanukkah was bumping into the Shehechiyanu prayer. I have
UOUEOOGawl EOOI EwPUSw. UT 1 UwUOT EOQwODT T UPOT wlOi 1 wdl OOUET OwbPUz UwOT |
being Jewish, I follow that tradition in my lame-ass Gentile way.

Traditional Jews say the Shehechiyanu on lots of occasions, and some of those occasions apply to me (and to

everyone), such as: when doing or experiencing something from which you derive pleasure but which occurs

infrequently; or when eating a fresh new fruit for the first time since New Years; or (I particularly like this one)
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occasions worth celebrating, that they are happening around me all the time, and that I can thankfully remember

them as blessings. Now I say it all the time.
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How to Light the Hanukkah Candles
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seen from outside.)

Place candles in the menorah.

(On the first night, set one candle to the far right of the menorah, and each night add a new candle to
the left of the previous candle.)

With allin thehousl T OOEWUUEOEDPOT wdOl EUEAOQwWODPT T UwUT 1T wUT ECEUT wm?k
While standing, sing the blessings, and light the candles.

(Light the newest candle first, then light from left to right.)

Place the shamash in its place on the menorah.

Hang around and enjoy the candlelight.
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Most Jewish Community Centers, synagogues or temples will be able to help you find an inexpensive
and attractive menorah and set candles. Hanukkah candles typically come in sets of the total needed for
all nights: 44.1
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his girlfriend out of baby food jars. Little kids make great menorahs out of just about anything. Go
bananas.

! The numbers work like this:

One candle for the first night, plus the shamash. Total candles: two

Two candles for the second night, plus the shamash. Total candles: five

Three candles for the third night, plus the shamash. Total candles: nine

Four candles for the fourth night, plus the shamash. Total candles: fourteen

Five candles for the fifth night, plus the shamash. Total candles: twenty

Six candles for the sixth night, plus the shamash. Total candles: twenty-seven
Seven candles for the seventh night, plus the shamash. Total candles: thirty-five
Eight candles for the eighth night, plus the shamash. Total candles: forty-four
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Depending on your background you probably know about half of these terms and are mystified by

the others

Adonai

Apostles
Crucifixion

Disciples

End-time Fundamentalist

Gospels

Hashem

Holocaust

Kosher

Lamb of God

Last Supper

Menorah

Mikvah

Parable

Pentecost

Pentecost

Personal Savior

Sabbath

Shalom

Shavuot

Glossary

Hebrew word meaning "Lord;" an honorific of the
Hebrew deity

The 12 disciples of Jesus
The execution of Jesus by the Romans
The 12 close followers of Jesus, also called Apostles

Christians who believe in apocalyptic prophecy such as
the Revelation to John in the New Testament, and that
the End of The World and a lot of Nastiness will come to
pass soon

The first four books of the New Testament that recount
the history of Jesus.

Hebrew word meaning "the Name"; an honorific of the
Hebrew deity

A sacrifice that is totally burned

A set of dietary and other rules establishing defining
rules for the preparation and consumption of food

A description of Jesus as the perfect sacrifice for all of
mankind's sin

The Passover Meal held by Jesus and the Apostles before
the Crucifixion

A lampstand, typically one with two arms and multiple
lamps

The ritual bath required to become ritually clean before
entering the Temple

Ilustrative stories used by Jesus to explain spiritual
principles, such as the story of the Good Samaritan

(Christian) The day when the Holy Spirit descended on
the Apostles

The Greek name for Shavuot, used during that late
Second Temple period

A term used by evangelical Christians to referring to an
intentional commitment to accept Jesus

The day of rest established by Mosaic law, from
sundown of the sixth day of the week to sundown of the
seventh
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greetings and farewells.

The Jewish Festival of Harvest, sometimes called the
Festival of Weeks, that falls 50 days after Passover, held




Shekinah

Sukkut

Sunday School

Sunday School

Tanakh

Torah

Yom Kippur

at the Temple. Mandatory attendance required.
The flamelike Presence of the Lord of Hosts

The Festival of Huts or Booths; a seven-day festival held
in the Courtyard where the Jews lived in temporary
shelters. Mandatory attendance was required.

An educational progam of most protestant churches,
typically for children but sometimes adults as well

An educational progam of most protestant churches,
typically for children but sometimes adults as well

The Jewish bible, roughly equivalent to the Christian Old
Testament

The Jewish Book of the Law, the first 5 books of the Old
Testament

The Day of Atonement ceremony held at the Tabernacle
of the Temple. Mandatory attendance required




